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PHOTO — VITALIY SHEVCHENKO 


Yushchenko supporters gather in Independence Square the morning of Dec. 27. 


Yushchenko wins new vote 


Yanukovych to launch court complaint 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian opposition 
candidate Viktor Yushchenko has 
won the 26 December presidential 
election — defeating rival Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych 52 per- 
cent to 44 percent. 

But a final certification of the re- 
sults might still be days away, as of 
Dec. 28. Yanukovych has lodged a 
complaint to contest the result in 
court, alleging widespread infringe- 
ments of the election law. 

Dmytro Ponamarchuk, a political 
analyst working for Yanukovych, 
says the prime minister is basing his 
challenge оп controversial amend- 
ments made to the election law 
shortly before the Dec. 26 vote. 

The amendments, which re- 
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Viktor Yushchenko greets supporters 
during a rally in Kyiv’s main Inde- 
pendence Square Dec. 27, Behind 
him is his wife Kateryna Chuma- 
chenko Yushchenko. Photo by Gri- 
gory Dukor/Reuters 


stricted home voting to all but 
Ukraine’s most severely handi- 
capped people, were aimed at curb- 
ing the abuse that marred an earlier 
election on Nov. 21. That vote was 
won by Yanukovych but later tossed 
out by the Supreme Court, which 
cited massive fraud. 

A day before the new vote, the 
Constitutional Court ruled the 
amendments were too harsh and that 
voters with lesser disabilities should 
be allowed to vote at home, too. The 
prime minister’s team is arguing that 
the Central Election Commission 
failed to provide for that. 

Ponamarchuk says the failure cost 
Yanukovych 3 million votes: “We 
are talking about 3 million [votes], 
because Nina Korpachova, the 
ombudswoman on human rights, 
said after amendments to the elec- 
tion law were passed before the third 
round that those amendments had 


deprived 4 1/2 million citizens of 
their right to vote in places other 
than the precincts of a polling sta- 
tion. Only invalids of the first cat- 
egory [severely handicapped] were 
allowed to vote at home. But the 3 
million concerns those in the sec- 
ond and third categories [less in- 
firm], who were not allowed to vote 
beyond the precincts of the polling 
stations.” 

More than 12,000 international 
election monitors observed the vot- 
ing and said there were no major in- 
fringements that should affect the 
validity of the election. 

A spokesman for Yushchenko 
claimed his candidate’s win came in 
a generally free and fair vote, and 
declared they were prepared to 
prove their assertions in court. 

Election commission Chairman 
Yaroslav Davydovych said he is not 
worried by Yanukovych’s com- 
plaint. He said the courts will have 
one task in front of them as they de- 
cide the matter. 

“The judges who will be examin- 
ing these matters have one funda- 
mental question to answer: “Did 
something influence the outcome of 
the election? Yes or no?’ That is how 
the court will approach the matter,” 
Davydovych said. 

Ponamarchuk says Yanukovych is 
serious about the complaint: “The 
fact that Yanukovych’s team has 
taken such a serious approach testi- 
fies they want a legal war on this 
front. I can tell you that there are 
some very powerful forces gathered 
there. There are some very compe- 
tent lawyers working there. You can 
be certain that they are going to ap- 
proach the matter in a very deter- 
mined way.” 

Yanukovych has already said he 
will push the matter to the Supreme 
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Христос Раждається! 


ззрькананнюнье 
‘Christ is Born! 
"Помаранчева" Україна: 
з новим поколінням у 
нове життя 


Віталій Шевченко, спеціяльний кореспондент "Українських вістей" 

Сталося! 

Коли до редакції передаються ці рядки з помаранчевого Києва, з 
окремих виборчих дільниць України (передусім Донбасу, Криму та 
їнших регіонів, де більшість людей симпатизує Януковичу) чомусь 
не надходять до Центральної виборчої комісії результати підрахунку 
голосів. Напевне, ці гальмування є наслідком розгубленості штабу 
кандидата від влади, котрий не може вирішити - визнавати поразку 
чи все-таки намагатися зірвати вибори. Ним пишуться й подаються 
до окружних комісій та судів тисячі скарг. А з екранів телебачення 
кілька глашатаїв Януковича невпинно сиплять звинувачення на адресу 
команди Ющенка: через них інваліди і немічні люди не змогли про-- 
голосувати вдома, на Галичині виганяли з дільниць і били донецьких, 
в західних областях на Ющенка працював адмінресурс, люди Ющенка 
зривали роботу комісій на Сході... Усе це, звісно, дурниці. Порушували 
виборчий закон та цілеспрямовано зривали вибори саме штаби 
Януковича. Погрози, бійки, стрілянина, свавілля на дільницях - усе 
це масово спостерігалося в "зоні впливу" екс-прем'єра. А на Галичині 
його люди так і не приступили в повному складі до роботи в багатьох 
дільничних комісіях. На Львівщині, приміром, їх кинули напризволяще, 
і прихильники Ющенка в ніч перед виборами самі розвозили приїж-- 
джих по області й поселяли, щоб не попропадали на чужині... 

Зарубіжні спостерігачі (крім російських, звиєійно) вже визнають 
перемогу В Ющенка і наголошують, що в цілому вибори пройшли 
демократично. Ці вибори запам'ятаються світові кількома безпереч-- 
ними рекордами. 

Це, по-перше, "помаранчева революція" - багатоденний протест на 
головному майдані столиці кількох сотень тисяч людей, які виступили 
за свої права. Революція без жодного акту насильства. Дійство, що 
приголомшило світ своєю енергією, веселістю, піднесеністю. Кіно-- 
мистці стверджують, що такого волелюддя їм не доводилося бачити 
навіть у змонтованих на комп'ютері масових сценах. 

Понад 12,5 тисячі (а за неофіційними даними - близько 15 тисяч) 
іноземних спостерігачів на українських виборах. Це також світовий 
рекорд. Вперше в світовій практиці країна з населенням близько 50 
мільйонів обирає президента... з третього туру. Півторагодинні 
теледебати між двома претендентами транслюють по телебаченню 
кількох країн, у тому числі й на всю територію США (американці 
кажуть, що чужі дебати показували у їхній країні вперше в історії). 

Помаранчевий колір, що пробудив Україну, на кількох континентах 
став символом демократій та народовладдя... 

Перелік "світових рекордів" нинішніх українських виборів можна 
продовжувати далі й далі. Але важливіше інше - що дали ці вибори 
для самої України. Крім того, звичайно, що обрано Віктора Ющенка 
— людину, на яку вже кілька років покладалися надії щодо відродження 
України. 

Три уроки "помаранчевої революції"? 

У сиву давнину, за півтора десятки років до "помаранчевої револю-- 
ції", люди й нелюди ділили цей світ на дві частини. Тоді вперемішку 
жили в Українській РСР (згодом просто Україна) комуністи й 
антикомуністи. А з іншого боку глянути - менші брати братньої Росії 
та люті ненависники Російської колоніальної імперії. Оскільки одне 
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ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 
СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


Веселих Свят бажає управа 


СОЮЗУ УКРАЇНЦІВ САМОСТІЙНИКІВ 
В АЛЬБЕРТІ 


Bruce Prytuluk 
Dr. Harry Hohol 
Kateryna Baziuk 
Richard Eliuk 
Nellie Seniw 


Shirley Wozimirsky 
Stephen Melnychuk 
Luba Feduschak 
Orest Haydey 
Nestor Chumer 


З нагоди Різдвяних Свят складаємо щирі привітання 
а з Новим Роком бажаємо всього найкращого 
цілій українській громаді. 

ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


May the peace апа joy of Christmas 
be with you through all the Year. 
CHRIST IS BORN! 


шини Grant 
MacEwan 
College 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 


#215, 10050 MacDonald Drive, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B7 


Tel.: (780) 497-4374; Fax: (780) 497-4377 


КРЕДИТОВА СПІЛКА СОЮЗ 
Бажає Вам 
Веселих Свят Різдва Христового 
Та 
Щасливого Нового Року 


rior 


Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 
From 
SO-USE CREDIT UNION 
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накладалося на інше (хто на комуністів молився, той 
і старшого брата занадто запопадливо любив), 
виборцям легко було розібратися в усьому. Не "з 
нами" - значить, "проти нас"! 

"Помаранчева революція" все перековергала". Te— 
пер над політичними розкладами треба добре ламати 
голову. А деякі речі, виявляється, переінакшені й 
заперечені назавжди. Таких, принаймні, три... 

Річ перша: Комуністи відходять 

Вперше за роки незалежності України КПУ 
постала в подобі середньостатистичної української 
партії - подібної до недавно створених і випадково 
названих, які на щось ніби й впливають, але нічого 
не вирішують. Розгубити за два з половиною роки 
15 відсотків свого електорату - треба вміти... 

Парламентська фракція комуністів як авангард-- 
ний загін КПУ свою лінію владоугодництва вела, 
особливо цього року, винятково талановито й послі - 
довно. Останнім часом вона взагалі стала нагадувати 
філію закритого акціонерного товариства Януко-- 
вича - "Партії регіонів" та нерозторопних підручних 
шабашницької бригади Медведчука (керівника 
президентської адміністрації) - СДПУ(о). Це мов 
би її мав на увазі член цієї фракції, поет-депутат 
Б.Олійник, коли писав, що народ звіддалік розрізняє, 
ча хто є син його по духу, і хто по духу сучий син". 
Ще м'яко сказано Борисом Іллічем, бо часом дово-- 
диться затикати вуха, коли люди дають оцінку Typ— 
боті комуністам про народ. Досить навіть прикладів 
останнього місяця: голосування за відміну висновків 
парламенту про фальшування виборів та водночас 
проти відставки бездарного прем'єра Януковича, за 
повернення збезчещеного на весь світ Ківалова до 
Центрвиборчкому, за ревізію закону проти 
фальшування завершального етапу виборів... Спіль- 
на позиція з найпринциповіших питань у членів 
фракції КПУ та кримінальних олігархів (тобто тих, 
проти кого комуністи нібито борються за народні 
права) - шокує. І півтора відсотка електоральних 
голосів комуністів, щокварталу викидуваних ними 
козі під хвіст, - є закономірною тенденцією. 

З такою політикою на комуністів чекає сумне 
майбутнє. Бо вміли вони робити лише одне - пере- 
конувати народ у своїй опозиційності до влади 
(мовляв, захищаємо вас лише ми). Після перемоги 
В.Ющенка опозиційну нішу намагатимуться зайняти 
і "донецькі" на чолі з Януковичем, і доволі розбудо-- 
вана завдяки сприяння влади в попередні роки 
СДПУ(о) Медведчука, і "Трудова партія" Тігіпка, 
і... Словом, комуністів посунуть аж на край припічка. 
Річ друга: Ми вийшли з-під пут Росії 

Стосунки з Росією завжди були розмінною кар-- 
тою в українських виборчих іграх, але ніколи ще не 
були визначальною обставиною. Доки не з'явився 
Янукович. Після яйцевого нокдауну в Івано-Фран-- 
ківську, відбувши триденний шок, "проФФесор/ (так 
він безграмотно себе назвав), заявив в оточенні своєї 
російської свити: буде дві державні мови, двоє 
громадянств, "навіки разом" з Москвою... Тобто 
пішов ва-банк, протиставивши "свої" густо заселені 
Схід і Південь “tem козлам" (це теж його вислів на 
мітингу) з українського Заходу. Того дня йому мож-- 
на було виписувати повістку до слідчого, бо в такий 
спосіб московські друзі "дона" безповоротно запус-- 
кали механізм сепаратизму. А паралельно на складах 
управління справами президентської адміністрації 
нагромаджувалися віддруковані мільйонними нак-- 
ладами карти розколу Україну на кілька сортів та 
інша агітаційна бридота. 

Наші вибори для Росії були спецоперацією з по-- 


вернення України у своє геополітичне лоно. 

Російські політтехнологи на чолі з Павловським 
(котрий досі шкодує, що не було в зародку силою 
роздушено "помаранчеву революцію"). Створення 
в Україні так званих "російських клубів" і навіть 
"липових" соціологічних служб для встановлення (а 
точніше — фальшування) результатів вивчення гро-- 
мадської думки та опитування виборців "на виході". 
Потужна агітація за "проффесора" в російських 
ЗМІ. "Двоязічіє" і двопідданство як головне гасло 
на фініші агітаційної кампанії. Безпрецедентні 
візити В.Путіна з прийомом військового параду в 
українській столиці та з виступом у "живому" ефірі 
кількох найбільших українських телекомпаній 
(приміщення адміністрації українського Президента 
задля цього перетворили на телестудію). Це було 
не просто свавільним втручанням іншої країни в 
українські вибори, а спробою нахабної політичної 
окупації, що згодом мало не переросла в окупацію 
військову (слава Богу, наші люди обірвали наміри 
вивести на київські вулиці перекинутий з Росії 
спецназ). 

Політичну окупацію України Росією з усіх сил 
підтримував на цих виборах Л. Кучма, не посоро- 
мившись навіть злітати за порадами до В. Путіна 
(ганебний прийом в аеропорту - "у сінях", як заува- 
жила опозиція). І якщо все це — разом 3 безмірним: 
адмінресурсом - провладному кандидату не 
допомогло, можемо впевнено говорити, що Україна 
з честю витримала випробування на міцність своєї 
незалежності. Російська карта - бита. 

І нарешті, річ третя: Нас не подолати! 

До "помаранчевої революції" ми цього не знали. 
Ми весь час нарікали на гірку історію, на комуняк 
та на їхній виплід - знахабнілих чиновників, на 
безліч складнощів, які треба бороти, бороти, боро- 
ти... Ми за визначенням були гіршими за інших, хоч 
Руслани перемагали на "Євробаченні", Клички 
валили зніггігантів зі стальними щелепами, а Андрії 
Шевченки отримували найвищу футбольну нагороду 
Европи - "Золотий м'яч". Tak нам було комфорт- 
ніше - якісь ми ще наче не такі, ще нам не час... 

"Помаранчева революція" враз зробила нас, укра- 
їнців, кращими й сильнішими за інших. Змусила нас 
повірити в себе, а інших - рахуватися з нами. 

Перші після фальшування виборів спроби налаго-- 
дити регулярний діалог між помаранчевою та синьо- 
білою Українами наштовхнулися на категоричний 
опір Донбасу: мовляв, ви влаштували в своєму Києві 
"помаранчевий пунч". Невтямки багатьом екзальто-- 
ваним прибічникам Януковича, що Ющенкові та 
учасникам Майдану варто вклонитися вже за те, що 
до України прикуто увагу всього світу, а новини з 
берегів Дніпра потрапляли на перші сторінки найсо-- 
лідніших газет світу. Як правило, навіть мільярди 
доларів і титанічні економічні зусилля не гаранту-- 
ють більшості країн зміщення в епіцентр світової 
політики. А нас геніально розрекламував Майдан. 
Ми в центрі уваги! 

«Головне значення цьогорічних українських 
виборів та "помаранчевої революції в TOMY, що нова 
і - дай Боже - всі наступні правителі не матимуть 
права занижувати рівень демократії та збиткуватися 
зі свого народу, інакше люди винесуть їх на смітник 
разом із стільцями. В Україні виросло нове поко- 
ління, виховане на романтичних спогадах батьків 
про здобуття Незалежності, яке віддає перевагу 
европейським цінностям і не дозволить фальшувати 
майбутні вибори. 

Якщо ми внаслідок "помаранчевої революції | по- 
справжньому повірили в себе і засвоїли її уроки - 
нас не подолати! 


Ющенко подолав Януковича у Торонті 


Генеральне консульство Укра- зультати голосування на виборах Виборчій 
Президента України 26 грудня на 


MONT st AT поховав AS яю доз оо CRI RBC GORGE КОР о 
ПО ata ula ay he Beet PE ОГС ЧОЛ Я Ue НИ 


SPATE RS ВО A BEN Б ОН ОТО BON TER, RE СО SU BORLIOW BER NO EOE BG 


дільниці Ne 42 
Закордонного виборчого округу 
pamsees при Генеральному консульстві 
5 України в Торонто. 

Голосів за: Ющенка Віктора 
Андрійович -- 2818, Януковича 
Віктора Федорович -- 110. 

Виборців, які не підтримали 
жодного кандидата - 12. П'ятнад- 
цять виборчих бюлетеней Діль- 
ничною виборчою комісією виз- 
нано недійсними. Всього в голосу- 
ванні взяло участь 2955 громадян 
України. За ходом голосування 
спостерігали 8 офіційних спос- 
терігачів від Міжнародних орга- 
нізацій (СКУ, УККА, КУК) та від 
кандидата В. Ющенка. 

Перебіг голосування висвітлю- 
вався канадським телебаченням 
(CTV, CityTV та Світогляд), а 
шо також україномовними друко- 
жеаеєакьноюкмиій | ваними ЗМІ. 


Р 


Left to Right: Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Ostap Skrypnyk (UCC Executive Director), Paul Grod (UCC Ist VP), Irene 


Mycak (Chair, UCC Canada-Ukraine Committee), Prime Minister Paul Martin, UCC President Irene (Orysia) 
Sushko, Andrew Hladyshevsky (UCC 2nd VP), Aileen Carroll, Walt Lastewka. 


Martin meets UCC in ‘watershed moment’’ 


By Marco Levytsky 

In what has been described as a “watershed moment”, 
representatives of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress met 
with Prime Minister Paul Martin and the Minister of 
International Cooperation, Aileen Carroll, to discuss 
the current situation in Ukraine and the government’s 
plans for future Canada-Ukraine relations, Dec. 9 

This is the first time a UCC delegation has met with 
a Canadian leader in at least 11 years. No formal meet- 
ings were held with the UCC during the tenure of former 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien. 

“Tt was an extremely positive meeting,’ said UCC 
President Irene (Orysia) Sushko. “We were actually 
slated for 20 minutes but it ended up being a 40 minute 
meeting.” 

She described Martin as “interested and knowledge- 
able” and found him to be “very supportive” on issues 
relating to Ukraine. : 

“We left on a high. This hasn’t happened in a long 
time,” she told Ukrainian News. 

Sushko added that a week before the meeting, the 
prime minister called her personally to enquire about 
the situation in Ukraine. This too was probably a first 
in the Ukrainian community, she noted. 

Although the election in Ukraine and Canada’s con- 
tinuing support for the democratic process in Ukraine 
dominated the discussions, other issues such as De- 
naturalization and Deportation, Multiculturalism and 
Internment Redress were noted. The prime minister 
made a commitment to follow up with a dialogue on 
these issues in the future, said Sushko. 

Along with Susko, the UCC delegation consisted of 
Paul Grod (UCC Ist VP), Andrew Hladyshevsky (UCC 
2nd VP), Irene Mycak (Chair, UCC Canada-Ukraine 
Committee) and Ostap Skrypnyk (UCC Executive Di- 
rector). Liberal MPs Walt Lastewka and Borys 
Wrzesnewsky] also attended. 


"І think that this is a watershed moment,” said 
Hladyshevsky of the meeting. 

“T think the Ukrainian Canadian community has to 
capitalize on the goodwill that’s been engendered re- 
garding the Ukraine election process and Canada’s 
Ukrainian community’s reaction. I think that the Ukrai- 
nian community in Canada has attained a measure of 
credibility with government in undertaking an ambi- 
tious project and one that is receiving international at- 
tention. The community in Canada is viewed as a strong 
an influential community within government through 
this process.” 

Hladyshevsky told Ukrainian News that during the 
last few years there was a danger that Ukrainian com- 
munity could be viewed as somewhat irrelevant in Ca- 
nadian political process. 

But going into 2005, this has changed. “They (gov- 
ernment) view us as a major player in Canadians poli- 
tics and that we have significant influence that needs 
to be respected,” he said. 

“T think the prime minister has opened the door for 
these discussion to continue at several different levels.” 

Hladyshevsky said that the community needs to con- 
tinue to organize itself “in pressing forward our issues 
within various ministries.”” He added that it helps to 
have Ukrainian Canadian MPs elected in several par- 
ties. 

Hladyshevsky also said that the prime minister voiced 
his intention to lead a major delegation to Ukraine, but 
cautioned about moving too quickly because he wanted 
to ensure that the delegation be an effective one. 

He said that the participants also discussed various 
ways in which Canada could help Ukraine’s economic 
development. 

Among the areas mentioned were agricultural reform, 
resource extraction, the tourism industry, technology 
and cyber technology. 


Canada congratulates Ukrainians on election 


(UkrNews)—Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew 
and International Cooperation Minister Aileen Carroll on 
Dec. 27welcomed the preliminary finding that, accord- 
ing to the reports of the Canadian Observers Mission 
(COM) and the Organization for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE), the Dec. 26 round of the Ukrai- 
nian presidential election represented a fair expression 
of the will of the Ukrainian people. 

“Canadians are encouraged by the high number of 
Ukrainians who exercised their democratic rights. We 
look forward to the announcement and confirmation 
of the winner,” said Pettigrew. “This election offered 
an opportunity for more Canadians to get involved in 


Alberta designates $125,000 


for election monitoring 


(UkrNews)—Gene Zwozdesky, Co-Chair of the 
Advisory Council on Alberta-Ukraine Relations and 
Minister of Education, presented a cheque in the amount 
of $125,000 from the Government of Alberta to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress-Alberta Provincial 
Council for their Democracy Day In Ukraine project, 
Wecr23; 

Catherine Chichak, Project Coordinator and imme- 
diate Past President of the UCC-APC, received this 
cheque, which matches the amount raised by the Ukrai- 
nian community in Alberta to help offset costs related 
to Alberta-based volunteers travelling to Ukraine to be 
election observers on Dec. 26. 


world affairs and to help the cause of democracy. We 
are proud that this first Canada Corps initiative was 
such a success.” 

“This election provided an ideal opportunity for 
Canada Corps to call upon a wide range of qualified 
Canadian volunteers who wanted to help the people of 
Ulkzaine make their votes count,” said Carroll. “I would 
like to congratulate the Right Honourable John Turner, 
Head of the Canadian Delegation, and the members of 
the delegation on the very important task they under- 
took. I would also like to thank them for their sacrifice 
at this special time of year. This is the perfect reflec- 
tion of Canadians’ belief in democracy and in giving 
each and every individual a voice in the future of their 
country.” 


Quebec affirms solidarity 


(UCC Montreal)—Dec. 14 the National Assembly 
of Quebec passed a motion affirming its solidarity with 
the Ukrainian community of Quebec and reminding the 
importance it attaches to the free and democratic will 
of a people to express themselves in the second round 
of the presidential elections in Ukraine to be held on 
Dec. 26. 

The motion was initiated by Martha Kozub, mem- 
ber of Quebec’s Ukrainian community and member of 
the executive of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress- 
Montreal Branch. It is a significant gesture for the 
Ukrainian community of Quebec, tof which many of 
its members immigrated after World War 2. 
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Христос 
Раждається! 


фо 


МАУ THE PEACE AND JOY OF THE SEASON ВЕ 
WITH YOU THROUGHOUT THE COMING YEAR 


David Kilgour, MP 
Edmonton Mill Woods Beaumont 


Constituency Office: 216, 3017-66 street 
T6K 4B2 Phone: 495-2149 Fax: 495-2147 


www.david-kilgour.com 


Peace 


Бажаю Вам веселого Різдва 
та щасливого Нового Року. 


Нехай Бог блаогсловить Вас 
на многії і благії літа. 


‘Berys 


BORYS 


WRZESNEWSKY]J М.Р. 


Etobicoke Centre 


Constituency Office 
140 La Rose Ave. Unit 14 


Etobicoke, Ontario МР 3B2 


Phone: 416-249-7322 
Fax: 416-249-6117 


im. Тараса Шевченка 


Щиро Вітає Усіх жертводавців і 


прихильників з нагоди 


Різдва Христового та Нового Року! 


Христос Родився! 


Рада Директорів 


Андрій Гладишевські О.С. Роман Манастирський 
Михайло Шепетик Олег Герус Томас Бодей 


Анна Руснак Борис Балан 


456 Main Street, 
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1B6 
1-855-524-5314 
www.shevchenkofoundation.com 


Хай Зірка Різдвяна 
На небі не гасне, 
Хай рік буде славним, 
Хай родиться рясно! 


Радісного Різдва та 
Щасливого Нового Року 


Едмонтонський Хор Дніпро 
Мистецький директор - Марія Дитиняк 
Голова - Люба Федущак 


Христос Родився! 
З нагоди Різдва Христового 
і Нового 2005 Року 


найщиріші побажання українському 
народові в Україні і поза нею, 
українським церковним Ієрархам, проводам 
українських організацій, а зокрема 
проводам комбатантських організацій та 
всьому братському членству 


бажає 


КРАЙОВА УПРАВА 
БРАТСТВА КОЛ. ВОЯКІВ 1-ої УД УНА В 
КАНАДІ 


жо eee кажи ee пани ee ee Би оно es сани моно си 
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UKRAINIAN AIRLINES 


Найкращі літаки. Найкращі ціни. Прямі рейси 
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Міністра транспорту знайдено мертвим 


(Українська правда) Міністр транспорту Георгій 
Кірпа був знайдений мертвим зі смертельними 
вогнепальними ранами на своїй дачі в Бортничах, 


повідомив 5 канал 27-го грудня. 


Ведучий Роман Скрипін підкреслив, що ця 
інформація перевіряється 1 уточнюється. 

Прес-секретар Держдепартаменту залізничного 
транспорту "Укрзалізниця" Едуард Занюк підтвер- 
див факт смерті патрона, не коментуючи причини 


смерті. 


У той же час, згідно даним PIA "Новини", Занюк 
підтвердив, що смерть наступила в результаті 


вогнепального поранення. 


За даними джерела "Інтерфакс-Україна" у сто- 
личному головкомі міліції, поки можна говорити 
"про раптову смерть на дачі під Києвом". 

Все інше, за його словами, - закрита інформація. 
На питання чи було це смерть чи загибель, прес- 
секретар сказав, що висновок зроблять слідчі органи. 

За даними 5 каналу, приблизно о 15 годині Кірпа 
провів з дачі дружину. Після цього, десь о 16 годині 


він комусь телефонував. 


Близько 18 години знайшли тіло міністра. Не 


виключено, що він вчинив самогубство, оскільки 
поруч із ним знайшли пістолет. 

За іншими даними міністр транспорту помер від 
серцевого нападу. 

Як передає з місця події кореспондент НТН, в 
Бортничах побував Генпрокурор Святослав Піскун, 
який залишив дачу міністра о 10 вечора. 

За даними Інтерфакс-Україна, там працює опера-- 
тивно-слідча група столичного главку. Там також 


перебуває заступник міністра внутрішніх справ, 


начальник головного управління по боротьбі із 
оргзлочинністю Михайло Манін. 


Зараз дача міністра оточена кордоном. Біля дачі 


стоїть кілька машин генпрокуратури і міліції. Мілі- 
ція відмовляється коментувати події. 5 

За даними телеканалу НТН, пізно ввечері в 
"Укрзалізниці" відбулася екстрена нарада. 

Заданими 5 каналу, Ha думку колишнього першого 
заступника міністра транспорту Івана Салія, смерть 
Карпи може бути пов'язана "з фінансовими справами 
і боргами". За словами Салія, гроші на будівництво 


моста в Києві повністю витрачені, а саме будівницт-- 


во завмерло у зв'язку з відсутністю фінансування. 


Голосування вдома найбільш поширене 
в Луганську 1 Донецьку 


(Українська правда) 937 тис. 
481 громадянин України скорис- 
тався правом проголосувати 
вдома. 

Про це повідомляє УНІАН з 
посиланням на офіційний сайт 
Дентрвиборчкому. 

За даними з 225-ти тервиборч-- 
комів, найбільша кількість людей, 
які проголосували вдома, спосте-- 


Луганськ, Запоріжжя, 
Чернівці, Ужгород, Москву, 


i 
Hy 
й 


7, 
., 


рігається у Луганській і Донець- 
кій областях. 

У Донецькій області проголо- 
сувало 88 тис. 482 виборця, у 
Луганській - 49 тис. 185. У Криму 
проголосував 25 тис. 281, у 
Дніпропетровській області - 26 
тис. 106, у Львівській області - 29 
тис. 629. 

Найменше проголосувало вдома 
у Закарпатській області - 3 тис. 
566 виборців. 

Заданими з 225-ти ТВК, 12 тис. 
522 виборця скористались правом 
проголосувати за відкріпними 
посвідченнями. Найбільше за від- 


Одеській області - 1 тис.21. Най- 
менше - у місті Севастополі - 42. 

Кількість виборців, внесених до 
списку виборців на момент закін- 
чення голосування, становила 37 
млн. 291 тис. 681. Кількість 
виборців, які отримали бюлетені, 
становить 28 млн. 826 тис. 598 
осіб. 

Нагадаємо, що одним з аргу- 
ментів прибічників Януковича для 
оскарження ними результатів 
виборів є те, що багато людей не 
змогли проголосувати вдома. 

Янукович за попередніми дани- 
ми найбільшу кількість голосів 


набрав саме в Луганській i До- 


кріпними посвідченнями проголо-- : 
нецькій областях. 


сувало у Києві - 1 тис. 490 та у 
Кваснєвський розповів 
Ющенку про своє напруження 


(Українська правда)- -Президент Польщі Александр Кваснєвський 
привітав Віктора Ющенка з підтримкою і народною довірою, яку йому 
висловив український народ, 27-го грудня. 

Про це йшлося в телефонній розмові між Ющенком та Кваснєв-- 
ським, яка відбулася в понеділок, передає персональний сайт Ющенка. 

За словами Кваснєвського, "вся Європа напружено стежила за 
українськими виборами i сьогодні відчуває велику радість від того, 
що демократичні процеси в Україні перемогли". 

"Ваш народ свідомо прагнув демократії i здобув її", - сказав Квас- 
нєвський, висловивши сподівання, що невдовзі Україна долучиться 
до найкращих європейських цінностей. 

"Польща в цьому дуже зацікавлена", - наголосив він. 

В той же час, колишній президент Польщі Лех Валенса вважає, що 
перемога лідера Ющенка на виборах президента України наблизила 
державу до Європи, передає УНІАН з посиланням на польську агенцію 
"РАР". 

"Україна по дорозі до свободи та демократії просунулася трохи в 
напрямку Європи", - сказав він, коментуючи результати голосування 
повторного другого туру виборів 26 грудня. 

"Радію, що ми цього домагалися. Я персонально боровся не за 
персоналії, а за демократію, правду та чесність в Україні", - відзначив 
Валенса. (25 листопада, під час "помаранчевої" революції Валенса 
перебував в Україні і заявляв про підтримку опозиції). . 

На його думку, тепер в державі почнуться перетворення. "Буде те, 
що у нас, навіть гірше, бо Україна є державою, яка більше залежна 
від Росії", - сказав Валенса. Він також висловив думку, що результати 
виборів вигідні для Польщі. 

"Тепер світ є більше знормалізований. Він виглядає, як конструктор 
"Лего" із вартостей демократії, плюралізму, ринкової економіки. Якщо 
хтось по сусідству має інші виміри, це ускладнює співпрацю. Власне 
тому треба тішитися, коли все більше країн мають ті самі виміри, бо 
тоді можна краще організувати взаємну співпрацю", - резюмував 
Валенса. 


"TI " о eas 
Opa прийшла Ha допомогу МІЛІЦІЇ 
(Українська правда)- -Близько 50 учасників громадської кампанії "По- 
ра" допомагали міліції охороняти будинок Центральної виборчої KOMI— 
сії 26-го грудня. Вони патрулювали територію навколо будинку ЦВК 
з боку вул, Кутузова й бул. Лесі Українки. З боку бул. Лесі Українки 
учасники "Пори" стояли на хіднику безпосередньо біля проїжджої час- 
тини й махали прапорами із символікою "Пори". Зі слів одного з орга- 
нізаторів акції Олега Радійчука, учасники кампанії погодили свої дії 
зі співробітниками правоохоронних органів. Радійчук повідомив, що 
учасники "Пори" ставили перед собою за мету не допустити нападу 
на будинок Центральної виборчої комісії з боку пл. Лесі Українки. 


ae 
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Yushchenko said to be poisoned | Yushchenko: Rebuilding ties 
by Agent-Orange ingredient 


(RFE/RL)—The Dutch scientist who has been ana- 
lyzing the blood of Ukrainian presidential candidate 
Viktor Yushchenko said on Dec. 17 that tests confirm 
Yushchenko was poisoned by TCDD, the most harm- 
ful type of dioxin. 

Abraham Brouwer, professor of environmental toxi- 
cology at the Free University in Amsterdam, told the 
AP news agency that TCDD is a key ingredient of Agent 
Orange, a herbicide sprayed by the U.S. military dur- 
ing the war in Vietnam. 

The tests, conducted by Brouwer, also confirmed that 
Yushchenko’s blood contained 100,000 units of dioxin, 
the second-highest concentration ever recorded of 
TCDD in a human being. It is about 6,000 times the 
normal level. 

Yushchenko became violently ill during the campaign 
for the presidency back in September, with his face later 
breaking out in severe acne and lesions that are a trade- 
mark feature of dioxin poisoning. 

That same day Yushchenko told journalists in 
Kharkiv on that he has no proof that he was poisoned 
during a dinner with Security Service Director Thor 
Smeshko and Deputy Director Volodymyr Satsyuk at 
the latter’s dacha on Sept. 5, Interfax reported. 

“T{Smeshko апа Satsyuk] were at the [Sept. 5) busi- 
ness dinner, but I would not like to say that I’m now 
making direct accusations [or have] direct suspicions 
about the involvement of these people in my poison- 
ing,” Yushchenko said. 

"І can only say what I’ve already said from the 
Verkhovna Rada rostrum: It was doubtless a political 
assassination [attempt]... I’m not mentioning any 
names, I’m only saying that I was poisoned by the au- 
thorities.” 

Five days later, the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) 
issued a statement saying it was in no way involved in 
the deterioration of Yushchenko’s health. 

Officials in Ukraine have reopened their investiga- 
tion into the case after doctors in Vienna said Dec. 11 
that new tests left “no doubt” Yushchenko was poisoned 


in September by large amounts of dioxin. 

Speaking at a press conference as he prepared to leave 
the Vienna clinic Dec. 12, Yushchenko made no direct 
comment about the doctor’s findings or the Ukrainian 
investigation. He did not answer questions from jour- 
nalists, but in prepared remarks, he praised opposition 
demonstrators in Ukraine who have been supporting 
him with street protests in recent weeks. 

“The students declared a general national strike. We 
hadn’t seen anything like that for the past 100 years. I 
think it would be appropriate to compare this to the fall 
of the Soviet Union or the fall of the Berlin Wall. I am 
very happy that we were able to mobilize the Ukrainian 
community to stand up for its rights,” Yushchenko said. 

Yushchenko’s Austrian doctor, Michael Zimpfer, said 
there is no doubt that poisonous dioxin disfigured 
Yushchenko’s face and continues to cause him other 
health problems. Zimpfer said he suspects the poison- 
ing was deliberate, and possibly was administered 
through Yushchenko’s food. 

“It would be quite easy in fact to administer this 
amount in a soup that contains cream, because of the 
issue of fat solubility. As relates to the circumstances 
as regards a criminal investigation, this doesn’t fall 
within our purview. We have made a final diagnosis as 
well as an additional diagnosis that we suspect a cause 
triggered by a third party. There is the suspicion of third- 
party [outside] involvement,” Zimpfel said. 


Yushchenko aide ‘warned of danger’ 

(CNN)—The chief of staff to Ukrainian opposition 
leader Viktor Yushchenko says he was. warned more 
than four months ago that the politician’ s life could be 
in danger. 

Former Secret Service police otfads told him in late 
July “that they would try to get rid of or ‘take care’ of 
Yushchenko, and that the primary way would be poi- 
son,” Oleh Rybachuk told CNN. 

In response to the threat, the candidate’s security was 
beefed up, “but obviously, not enough,” he said. 


How Russian troops helped the ‘Orange Revolution’ 


By James Hydzik, 
The Action Ukraine Report, Dec. 22, 2004 

Despite Viktor Yushchenko’s announcement from the 
stage on Maidan Nezelezhnosti that Russian troops had 
indeed been in Kyiv, confusion remains over the size 
and even the very existence of RF Spetsnaz in the area. 

No less an authority than Janes Intelligence Digest 
confirmed Yushchenko’s words, but sources in Kyiv’s 
diplomatic community and others with ties to Ukrai- 
nian government ministries still insist that RF troops 
never entered the country. However, the case can be 
put forward that not only were RF Spetsnaz here, they 
played a role in the success of the Orange Revolution. 

Rumors of the Special Forces entry into Ukraine 
came as early as Nov. 23. Yuliya Tymoshenko reported 
that she met troops who she declared as being Russian 
while she was at the Presidential Administration build- 
ings. The troops insisted that they were from Crimea. 
However, news sources at the time stated independently 
that RF Special Forces had been trucked in overnight. 

Reports within Kyiv grew even more confusing as 
the week passed. Oleksandr Zinchenko, working from 
information that 17 flights with soldiers from Russia 
had landed at Boryspil’ Airport, announced on Nov. 24 
that almost 1,000 of the RF’s Vityaz Special Forces 
were in Kyiv, with half of them based in the presiden- 
tial administration buildings already. Rumors of ‘tall, 
physically fit men asking for directions to well-known 
places* abounded. 

What is certain is that two Antonov An-26 aircraft 
and an Ilyushin 11-76 landed in Kyiv area airports on 
Nov. 23 and 24. The Antonovs, one of which UNIAN 
reports as having the tail code RA-26410, carried 30 
troops each. These aircraft were to be serviced by a 
detachment at Boryspil’s military airport. The second 
in command at the airport, Lt. Colonel Lyashenko, re- 
fused to deal with the Russian craft and resigned in- 
stead. Though Security Bureau of Ukraine (SBU) chief 
Thor Smeshko denied the landing, he did confirm that 
Lyashenko had indeed resigned on the 24th. 

The П-76, which can carry 140 troops, is said to have 
landed at Hostomel airport in Irpin and the troops were 
stationed at Vasylkyiv. However, the Ilyushin is said to 
have been a Ukrainian aircraft and the troops disem- 
barked wearing Ukrainian uniforms. Later reports 
claimed that the troops were ‘back in Russian uniform’ 
but left only an hour before investigators arrived. 

At this point only 60 Vityaz can be considered as 
having been in Ukraine, despite Jane’s claim of ‘up to 
500’. It is known now that Crimean militsia in the Kyiv 
region were actually issued ammunition on Nov. 28, 


so the troops that Tymoshenko met could have been 
Ukrainians. The П-76 may have had Ukrainian troops 
as well. But later reports claiming that the two Antonovs 
came from Russia with money for Yanukovych’s 
counterprotestors flies in the face of Lyashenko’s res- 
ignation. 

Russian Federation President Vladimir Putin may 
have well acted on a request (however illegal) from 
President Leonid Kuchma for troops to act as a 
praetorian guard. That another part of the detachment 
was to retrieve records, as Jane’s reported, also makes 
sense. Since Ukrainian military units were starting to 
pledge themselves to the Ukrainian people, Kuchma 
could have hardly had much trust in his own soldiers. 
And that is why the presence of foreign troops on Ukrai- 
nian soil, however unwelcome, may have staved off 
bloodshed. With Kuchma’s personal safety ensured by 
the Russians, he could resist calls for the use of force 
to restore the administration’s idea of order. 

In his interview with the Financial Times on Dec. 
14, then-deputy head of the Presidential Administra- 
tion Vasyl Basiv stated that President Kuchma was 
“consistently against the use of force.” Presidential 
candidate Viktor Yanukovych and Presidential Admin- 
istration head Viktor Medvedchuk are said to have pres- 
sured Kuchma into doing so. It is still unclear who or- 
dered the militsia troop movement on Nov. 28 which 
sources in Kyiv claim was stopped by the SBU and 
backed up hours later by American diplomatic efforts. 
However, Obozrevatel reports that an official review 
of the incident was started on Dec. 7. 

There is one other factor, largely undocumented, 
which should be brought to light. Though consideration 
of Russian reactions is rarely far from mind in Kyiv, 
the Orange Revolution got underway to resolve inter- 
nal problems, with Russian interference as a factor 
rather than the whole problem. However, by the 24th 
the mood in Kyiv had sharpened as concerns about the 
foreign incursion gathered steam. As one normally 
peaceful scholar put it, “I’l talk to the Ukrainian militsia 
for hours until they give up, but don’t get between my 
hand and а Vityaz throat.” 

Considering the masterful crowd control the 
revolution’s organizers showed, playing down the Rus- 
sian military intrusion may have been seen as keeping 
order, and not for fear of the people losing heart. By 
facing the unthinkable — that yet again, Russian troops 
had been brought into Ukraine to impose order — the 
protesters on Maidan steeled themselves to press on 
regardless and determine their own fate. 

James Hydzik is a writer and editor living in Kyiv. 


with Russia will take time 


(RFE/RLO—The apparent winner of Ukraine’s repeat presidential elec- 
tion, Viktor Yushchenko, told the Russian daily “Izvestiya” that it will 
take time to rebuild Ukrainian-Russian relations following his country’s 
bruising election crisis. 

Yushchenko said many Ukrainians will not quickly forget what he de- 
scribed as Moscow’s interference in the election on behalf of Yushchenko’s 
rival, Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 

Yushchenko said that his first trip as president will nevertheless be to 
Moscow. He also pledged to end hostility between Ukraine’s western re- 
gion and the mainly Russian-speaking eastern region. 

Meanwhile, his rival Yanukovych told “Izvestiya” that the United States 
made what he called concerted efforts to ensure the victory of Yushchenko. 


Powell, White House hail 
Ukraine election 


Reveling in the apparent election of a pro-Western president in Ukraine, 
the Bush administration on Dec. 27 urged Russia to join with the United 
States in helping the former Soviet republic, reported The Associated Press. 

“Let’s all join together now and see what we can do,” Secretary of State 
Colin Powell said. 

Setting aside the vigorous backing Russian President Vladimir Putin 
gave Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych in his campaign for the presi- 
dency, Powell said, "1 don’t expect this to be a blot on U.S-Russian rela- 
tions.” 

While “some shortcomings remain,” Powell said, “it appears that the 
Ukrainian people finally had an opportunity to choose freely their next 
president.” 

“This is an historic moment for democracy in Ukraine,” Powell said at 
a State Department news conference. 

Rejecting any suggestion the Bush administration backed Yushchenko, 
He said U.S.-funded organizations such as the National Endowment for 
Democracy merely helped Ukrainian citizens to participate in open, free 
elections. 

“All we wanted to see was a full, free, fair election, and that appears 
now to be what happened,” he said. 

Powell did not say explicitly what help the Bush administration, and by 
invitation Russia, might provide to a Yushchenko-led Ukraine. 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят ma 
щасливого Нового Року! 


SAUSAGE MAKERS™ 
Delicatessen Meat Market 


Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 


{ERNOUAT PRODUCTS: © « Wood smoked bacon 


» Smoked turkeys 
* Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
Freezer beef, veal, pork 
¢ Social packs 
° Kobassa with impeccable taste! 
° Hot from our own smokehouses. 
™property of 
CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 
630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


Canada's National Ukrainian Festival 
July 29, 30 & 31, 2005 


Don't miss out on this 
unbelievable holiday otter! 
Buy one ticket, and 
receive the second one 
FREE 
* of equal or lesser value. 


Call 1-877-474-2683 
To charge by phone 
www.cnuf.ca 
Box 368, 1550 Main Sireet S. 
Dauphin, Manitoba 
R7N 2V2 


Offer vali until Monday 
Janualy 31, 2005 


Celebrating 
40 
Incredible Years! 


RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES ТО: 


LLL AML 
MEWS 


Suite #1, 12227 - 107 Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta, TSM 1Y9 
UN Office; (780) 488-3693; Advertising: (780) 488-3860 
Fax: (780) 488-3859; E-mail: ukrnews@compusmart.ab.ca 


Publisher: 
Edmonton Lasergraphics, 
A Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. 
President: Marco Levytsky 


Editor: Marco Levytsky 


Hon. Kyiv Bureau Chief: 
Advertising, Subscription: 


Vitaliy Shevchenko 
Irena Hladki 


Ukrainian News is published bi-weekly by Edmonton Lasergraphics, A 
Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. Yearly subscription $35.00. All rights reserved. 
The material in this paper cannot be reproduced in any shape or form without 
written permission from the publisher. The opinions expressed in the articles do 
not necessarily reflect those of the proprietor, publisher, or editorial board. 

We acknowledge the financial assistance of the Government of Canada, through 
the Publications Assistance Program (PAP), toward our mailing costs. PAP# 08935 


Ukrainian News is an independently-published newspaper which relies solely upon 
advertising, subscription and press fund donations for its operation. Please support 
our newspaper with the above sources. Thank you in advance for your support. 


Українські Вісті ye незалежна газета, яка сама утримується із nepeonaam, 
оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо підтримувати нашу 
газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Birth of a Nation 


The “Orange Revolution” and the subsequent victory of Viktor 
Yushchenko in the Dec. 26 rerun election effectively marks the birth of 
Ukraine as a nation. 

True enough, Ukrainians have been around for centuries — millennium 
even. According to some historians, they can even be considered the old- 
est culture on Earth. 

But never before has such a massive number of Ukrainians come to- 
gether to assert their freedom. 

Ukraine’s history is strewn with failed attempts at freedom. There was 
the failure of 1648, the failure of 1709 and the failure of 1918. In all these 
cases the failure was caused by the inability of enough Ukrainians to come 
together as a nation and assert their freedom. 

And 1991 was headed for such a failure as well. The Kuchma years saw 
the regression of the earlier freedoms that had been attained. By 2004 
Ukraine was independent, but it was no longer free. The press was muzzled, 
votes were falsified and people were forced to come out in support of 
government candidates, just as they had been back in the USSR. 

And Ukraine’s independence itself was threatened. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin considered it perfectly normal to brazenly interfere in 
Ukraine’s election process and would-be President Viktor Yanukovych 
was quite willing to give him a free hand. Had the falsified results of Nov 
21 stood without challenge, it would have marked yet another historic 
failure for the Ukrainian nation. 

But something unexpected happened. The nation refused to accept the 
falsified results, refused to accept another corrupt regime and refused to 
accept the steady erosion of their freedoms. The nation arose. 

Actually, while the “Orange Revolution” caught the world by surprise, 
it had been widely predicted by the opposition. Nevertheless, even those 
who expected this uprising, were amazed at its massive character and — 
most important — its durability. 

It also marked the coming of age of Ukraine’s civil society — some- 
thing which is lacking in the rest of the other ex-Soviet Republics (Geor- 
gia and the Baltic states excepted). And the presence of a strong civil 
society is a prerequisite for a stable democracy. 

But Ukraine remains a country divided. While the Ukrainian-speaking 
West and Centre proved themselves to be a nation, the Russian-speaking 
East and South have yet to come of age. They showed themselves quite 
willing to follow their feudal overlords as they had in the Tsarist and So- 
viet days. This is a result of the Famine-Genocide of 1932-33, when Jo- 
seph Stalin brought in millions of Russians to replace the 7 million Ukrai- 
nians he had starved to death. 

Nevertheless, they will have to be brought in, however reluctantly, into 
Ukraine’s emerging civil society. Perhaps, once they can free themselves of 
their dependence on the oligarchic overlords, see an end to the endemic 
corruption and taste true freedom, they too will join Ukraine’s civil society. 

That remains Viktor Yushchenko’s biggest challenge. 


A watershed moment 


A side benefit to the “Orange Revolution” and the strong reaction of the 
Ukrainian community in Canada has been the much greater attention paid 
to the community by the Canadian government itself. 

The meeting between the Prime Minister of Canada and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress is very significant. During the 11 years of Jean 
Chretien’s tenure no formal meeting between the Prime Minister and the 
UCC took place (there had been an informal one between Chretien and 
then UCC President Oleh Romaniw during which substantive issues were 
completely ignored.) 

Although the Dec. 9 meeting dealt primarily with the election in Ukraine 
and Canada-Ukraine relations, Martin nevertheless committed himself to 
a further dialogue on other issues of importance to the Ukrainian commu- 
nity in Canada. 

This is a welcome step and one that needs serious followup. 
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Ukrainians have won the 
right to choose their destiny 


By Viktor Yushchenko, Financial Times, Dec. 28, 2004 

In Ukraine’s repeat presidential election run-off on 
Sunday, voters gave the vibrant opposition movement 
that I lead a mandate to change the way our country is 
governed. 

Official poll counts show that a majority voted for 
change. Three exit polls point to even greater margins 
between my opponent and me. The difference suggests 
that vote-tampering occurred but not enough to reverse 
a clear victory. 

For the third time in as many months, Ukrainians 
cast ballots unwaveringly for a future committed to free- 
dom, democracy and the rule of law. Whien the incum- 
bent regime interfered by censoring the mass media 
and falsifying November’s election results, millions of 
voters took to the streets to defend the most fundamen- 
tal of all civil rights — the right to choose one’s own 
destiny. 

In doing so, they forced corrupt authorities that were 
planning to resort to force to stand down. More impor- 
tant, in an elegant display of democracy, they unleashed 
a public cleansing of society’s civic institutions. The 
atmosphere of fear and intimidation instilled by the gov- 
ernment and tolerated by the public for a decade was 
lifted. 

There is no doubt that Ukrainians want change. They 
want an end to government corruption. They want de- 
cent jobs at honest wages. And they want a president 
whom they trust to make the changes needed in gov- 
ernment and society. When the outgoing government 
refused to acknowledge the volatile public mood, it 
became clear that citizens, businesses, elected officials 
and the courts — the institutions of civil society — 
had to take matters into their own hands. And they did. 

Since Nov. 21, when the first, corrupted, run-off took 
place, democracy has reaffirmed itself daily in demon- 
strations in Kyiv and in city centres throughout the 

country. A new Ukraine has emerged from this “Or- 
ange Revolution”, one of which people at home and 
abroad have high expectations. I will move quickly to 


close the gap left by the outgoing government by imple- . 


menting popular measures that will improve lives and 
strengthen social institutions. 

During the past month, four fundamental changes 
have taken place in Ukraine. First, by saying "по" to 
election fraud and autocracy, the country put a defini- 
tive end to its post-Soviet period. By rejecting man- 
aged democracy, Ukraine has affirmed itself as a free 
European country that shares the political values of 
modern democratic states. Its well-informed citizenry, 
empowered with a right to choose, will make the cor- 
rect choice in guiding elected officials. This will be the 
cornerstone of my public policy agenda. 

Second, Ukraine’s nascent civil society is more ma- 
ture than many had earlier believed. During the past 
few weeks, it has bridged the divide between govern- 
ment lawlessness and civic disenchantment by assert- 


ing itself without violence. 

In spite of officials overstepping their authority, so- 
ciety rose up in defence of those civil servants and law 
enforcement officials who carried out their duties hon- 
estly. It ridiculed publicly those who did not. Investi- 
gations into government corruption will certainly go 
forward. This will be done objectively within the spirit 
and letter of the law. Society has spoken against politi- 
cal revenge by insisting that elected officials pursue 
national reconciliation and unity, which I intend to do. 

Third, Ukraine’s state institutions, emboldened by 
street protests, were quick to reassert their political au- 
thority against the executive’s efforts to steal the elec- 
tion. The Supreme Court stood up against corruption 
by ruling objectively on election fraud and calling for 
a repeat run-off election. 

In Ukraine’s parliament, the pro-presidential bloc dis- 
integrated. MPs could no longer tolerate being held hos- 
tage by a ruler who sought to use the courts and law 
enforcement agencies to sustain an authoritarian re- 
gime. They rose to amend their country’s constitution 
and laws to ensure that abuse of state power and voting 
manipulations were minimised. 

Some of Ukraine’s media elite recognised that cen- 
sorship, propaganda and political intolerance, if left un- 
checked by objective journalism, could tear apart 
Ukraine’s diverse communities. The result was more 
balanced coverage of the election that allowed society 
to recognise its heroes and to push aside those who 
threatened Ukraine’s national integrity with separatism. 

Finally, through voluntary corporate contributions 
that funded weeks of civil strikes, businesses and en- 
trepreneurs demonstrated their readiness to work with 
government. Business has shown that it too is part of 
the community and is willing to pay reasonable taxes 
to a transparent government that provides basic social 
services. 

With election politicking over, I shall endeavour to 
reach out to all sections of society and establish order 
in Ukraine’s international economic affairs. Our 
country’s long-term commitments will be honoured and 
I shall strive to maintain good relations with 
neighbouring states. 

I would like to assure our Russian and European part- 
ners that the stable and dependable transportation of 
energy is guaranteed. Free trade initiatives with our east- 
ern and western partners will move forward, including 
those that confirm Ukraine’s status as а market economy 
and its readiness for World Trade Organisation mem- 
bership. We shall soon announce our plans for ramp- 
ing up Ukraine’s relations with the European Union. 

The democratic transformation that began in Europe 
15 years ago has extended eastward to Ukraine. We 
are poised to make our contribution to a unified and 
stable Europe. 

The writer, a former prime minister, is Ukraine's presi- 
dent-elect. 


America must back Ukraine’s 
struggle for a 


By Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
Financial Times, Dec. 27, 2004 

In Washington DC, 18 blocks from the White House, 
there is a monument to Taras Shevchenko, Ukraine’s 
great poet and national leader, built at a time when 
Ukraine was still a captive nation. Shevchenko once 
wrote: “In your house, you will find them, truth, strength 
and freedom.” 

Today, in Ukraine, ordinary Ukrainians are finding 
in their own homes and on the streets these same quali- 
ties. Ukrainians are demonstrating for truth, pushing 
forward with strength and fighting for freedom. 

When I visited Ukraine in November 1997, as First 
Lady, I visited a monument to Shevchenko, and after- 
wards І said there is no freedom when you cannot 
choose your own leaders. During that trip, I also vis- 
ited a memorial to the victims of Communist repres- 
sion in Lviv. After seeing the memorial, I made a com- 
mitment to the Ukrainian people on behalf of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton: “In your fight for freedom, your fight 
for democracy, the American people will stand with 
you.” Now, after an extraordinary few weeks in the 
Ukraine, the Ukrainian people are choosing their new 
president. The US must once again stand by Ukraini- 
ans in their fight for true freedom and a genuine de- 
тостасу. 

While in Ukraine, I heard many stories of those who 
suffered oppression under Communist rule. However, 


even in the face of unspeakable horrors, the people of 
Ukraine did not give up. Today, amid the “Orange Revo- 
lution”, the Ukrainian people are once again demon- 
strating that they will not give up in the movement to- 
wards democracy and freedom. 

Democracy does not end with a constitution or the 
right to vote. The Ukrainian people have experienced 
both victories and struggles since they voted for inde- 
pendence 13 years ago. But, as we learned in our own 
country for more than 200 years, maintaining democ- 
racy is anever-ending struggle that we must face up to 
every day. 

While governments can put in place laws to protect 
our most cherished institutions and freedoms, that in 
and of itself is not enough. There must be a civil soci- 
ety where democratic values live in citizens’ hearts and 
minds, where people stand up for what is right and 
where the rule of law, not the rule of crime and corrup- 
tion, prevails. 

In recent weeks, Ukraine’s people have shown that 
they have been building a civil society. Their refusal to 
accept the results of a clearly fraudulent presidential 
run-off election marks a turning point in the nation’s 
development of a civil society. 

As the ballots are being counted in Ukraine, the US 
and Europe need to continue to deliver a consistent mes- 
sage to all parties and candidates in Ukraine, and to the 
people of Ukraine, that respect for democracy and the 
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Orange and Auschwitz | Спгізітаяз in Donetsk 


By Bohdan Kaczor 

І have a name. 

I also have a number. 

My parents gave me my name. It’s a good 
Ukrainian name апа [ have always been proud 
of it, and of my people. 

It wasn’t always good to be a Ukrainian 
however. 

I was just a teenager in Leshniv, in western 
Ukraine, when the Second World War broke 
out. The Soviets came claiming they would 
liberate us. Instead they began liquidating us. 

The Germans drove them out. They also 
said they had come to free us, from the Bol- 
sheviks. Then they began to execute us, to 
exploit us, even to export us as slave laborers 
to the Third Reich. More of Ukraine’s people 
would be murdered or enslaved than any other 
nation in Nazi occupied Europe. That is still 
not commonly understood. Too many people 
still bury Ukraine’s losses amongst those of 
the Soviet Union, or Poland. They pretend 
Ukrainians did not exist. We proved other- 
wise. We resisted. Ukraine’s anti-Nazi and 
anti-Soviet partisan movement would carry 
on an armed struggle for our people’s free- 
dom well into the 1950s. 

People forget all that. When they speak of 
Ukrainians and the war they refer to us only 
as collaborators or camp guards. 

I was in a camp, in fact several. But I wasn’t 
there as a guard. 

In fact that’s where I got my number. 

It’s 154754. 

The Nazis gave it to me: 

They made it easy for me to remember, by 
tattooing it on my forearm. I was 19 years old 
when they did that to me at Auschwitz. They 
brought me there because I was a member of 
the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists. I 
know it has become politically correct to la- 
bel Ukrainian nationalists as anti-Semitic Nazi 
collaborators. That is not true. We fought for 
a free Ukraine, against all those who tried to 
extinguish our kind. Another Ukrainian there 
was Andrij Yuschenko, the father of Ukraine’s 
next president. 

Yes there were some Ukrainians who col- 
laborated, out of fear, out of greed, out of 
prejudice. But I saw such scum amongst ev- 
ery nation represented among those at 
Auschwitz. I also saw them in the other con- 


centration camps the Nazis carted me off to, 
including Mathausen, Melk and Ebensee. 
Many Ukrainian patriots, men and women, 
perished at the hands of the Nazis. Only a few 
were lucky enough to survive and to find a 
new life in the West, even as our homeland 
fell under Soviet occupation, again. 

In 1991, I celebrated the collapse of the 
Soviet empire and Ukraine’s independence. I 
believed that, finally, Ukraine would rejoin 
Europe, become a normal country. That did 
not happen. Ukraine remained under the grip 
of former communists whose corrupt rule 
wreaked havoc on the land. Like many oth- 
ers in our Diaspora I began to despair. Would 
Ukraine ever be free? And then came our Or- 
ange Revolution. 

In the past few weeks hundreds of thou- 
sands of Ukrainians have marched and mobi- 
lized to demonstrate that they will have their 
freedom. I am proud to see my people stand 
up for liberty, unmistakably showing the 
whole world that they will not tolerate more 
of what they have endured in the 13 years 
since independence supposedly came. 

Last month the majority elected Viktor 
Yuschenko as their president, then watched 
in horror as the Old Guard tried to steal the 
election from the people. The nation made 
sure that didn’t happen. 

Soon another election will confirm that 
Ukraine’s people want to be in Europe, not 
sequestered in some post-Soviet reserve on 
the margins of civilization. There are some 
who fear this resurgence of Ukrainian nation- 
alism, who have already begun to slur this 
movement by pulling out the oldest and dirti- 
est canard in the book, claiming Ukrainian na- 
tionalists are intrinsically anti-Semitic. We 
weren't and the Orange Revolution isn’t. I 
affirm that as a Holocaust survivor impris- 
oned at Auschwitz because I was a Ukrainian 
nationalist. Tomorrow’s democratic Ukraine 
will be a home to all who contribute to Ukrai- 
nian freedom today. 

Bohdan Kaczor is a Holocaust survivor, presi- 
dent of the World League of Ukrainian Po- 
litical Prisoners and honorary chair of the 
Ukrainian American Civil Liberties Associa- 
tion, in New York. 

(Translated from Ukrainian by Marko Suprun, 
Executive Director, ГАСІ А) 


America must back Ukraine’s struggle 


rule of law is a central factor in determining 
the future relationship with the west. 

Over the next hours and days, we will hear 
the judgments of the international observers 
of the Ukrainian election. If they once again 
find widespread electoral irregularities and 
fraud, the US and Europe should once again 
refuse to recognise the legitimacy of the elec- 
tion and stand with those Ukrainians who are 
seeking true democracy and the rule of law. 
The US and Europe should also consider visa 
bans and other targeted sanctions on those re- 
sponsible for encouraging or participating in 
any efforts improperly to influence the out- 
come of the election. 

However if, as is hoped, there is a consen- 
sus that the election has been free and fair, 
the US response to the result will be critical 
to the US-Ukraine relationship. After a free 
and fair election in Ukraine, the US should 
immediately explore the willingness of the 
new Ukrainian government to join the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). The US 
should also agree to provide Ukraine with as- 
sistance that helps the country to consolidate 
the democratic progress and economic re- 
forms that have taken place. Specifically, if 
the new Ukrainian president-elect evinces a 
commitment to furthering democracy and a 
desire to strengthen Ukraine’s ties to NATO 

and the US, President George W. Bush should 
consider immediately inviting him on a state 
visit to Washington. Such a visit would be a 
powerful gesture of support to the new Ukrai- 
nian president and further deepen the US- 
Ukraine relationship and Ukraine’s ties to the 
west. I have written to Mr Bush this week to 


make these points and advocate this course 
of action. 

During both my visits to Ukraine — in 1997 
and with my husband in 1995 — and in con- 
tacts with Ukrainians in international meet- 
ings abroad, I have been greatly impressed 
by their courage as they emerged from de- 
cades of Soviet oppression, and their under- 
standing of the difficulties they would face 
on the path to democracy and freedom. Dur- 
ing the 1990s we pledged our support to 
Ukraine as its people walked down that diffi- 
cult road. During my 1997 visit, I said: 
“America has faith and confidence in the 
people of Ukraine, and as we have learned 
from the many contributions of Ukrainian 
Americans, we have seen that you will be suc- 
cessful in creating a democratic, prosperous, 
stable Ukraine.” 

Over these past few weeks, the world has 
witnessed the outpouring of hundreds of thou- 
sands of Ukrainians in Independence Square 
in Kiev and across the country, demanding 
the right to have their votes counted and de- 
termined to chart their own future, one that is 
integrated into Europe and the West. 

In the aftermath of this historic rerun of the 
presidential run-off, Americans owe it them 
to pledge to stand by them now and in the 
future. 


The writer, a Democrat from New York, was 
elected to the US Senate in 2000 and serves 
on the Armed Services Committee, and on the 
Commission on Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (CSCE), also known as the US 
Helsinki Commission. 


Perspectives of a Canadian election observer 


By Luba Bell 

Very long bus trip from Kyiv to Donetsk, 
13 hours long! Two buses departed Dec. 23 
at 11pm carrying 100 of us observers for the 
Donetsk Oblast. This was the largest contin- 
gent of UCC observers. We travelled through 
the night and arrived in Donetsk hotel Cen- 
tral for a nice brunch. We had stopped at 
Krasnohrad at about 6am for a washroom 
break and, lo and behold, there was a little 
Ukrainski Khlib kiosk just opened for the day. 
We were all excited seeing this little kiosk and 
indulged ourselves with fresh bread, buns. and 
bublyky, enough for the rest of the trip. 

After brunch, had a few hours of additional 
training focussing on the Donetsk Oblast and 
then were split into teams. Safety was stressed 
and information provided with phone num- 
bers for police etc. Our team of four consisted 
of Michael, Luba and Mychaylyk Bell from 
Edmonton and Yurij Swiatylo from Calgary 
— we were being sent to the Artemivsk re- 
gion about 100km NNE of Donetsk city to 
cover TEC (Territorial Electoral Commission) 
#46. We were travelling with 12 others. One 
team of 4, headed by Emil Yareniuk, was go- 
ing to Konstantinivka (TEC 51) and two teams 
of four were off to Gorlivka (TEC 48 and 47). 
Our base was Hotel Donbas in Svetlodarsk. 
We arrived at the hotel at about 8:30pm, a 
soviet style hotel built in 1984 nine stories 
tall. The town itself was a planned town built 
in 1968 because of a coal fired power plant. 
It took a little while to organise the rooms, 
some came with showers, some without. Lots 
of heat in the hotel, and lots of hot water, but 
no toilet paper. I will point out at this time 
how very nice and welcoming the people 
were, here in the hotel and anywhere any of 
us went. The kitchen normally closed at 10pm 
but provided a very nice dinner for us. This 
was Christmas Eve for some of us so we all 
stood up and sang Dobry Vechir Tobi and 
wished each other a Merry Christmas. 

Saturday morning had each team travelling 
to their designated TEC area. With the help 
of the hotel staff, we had arranged for four 
drivers the previous night. Our team, with 
Viktor our driver, drove to Artemivsk, about 
30 mins north. Our first stop was at the TEC 
office to meet with the Territorial Head and 
Secretary and to register as international ob- 
servers. Serhiy Bichkoy warmly welcomed us 
in his office, was very cooperative and an- 
swered all of our questions. He provided us 
with a list of polling stations in the territory, 
163, and a map. He stressed a number of times 
that it has been very difficult organising for 
this election because of the short time. People 
had been working very hard and were tired. 
He believed that the election would go 
smoothly and cleanly. The Ukrainian people 
were wanting an end to this. We then regis- 
tered with the secretary, Lubov Prudenko, as 
international observers. We then went to the 
Yanukovych campaign office, having made 
an appointment. It was quiet in the office with 
only about four people. We were welcomed 
and our questions answered. No problem poll- 
ing stations foreseen and all would go well 
tomorrow. Our next stop was the Yushchenko 
campaign office for an afternoon appointment. 
Lots of activity there and we were warmly 
welcomed by Viktor Zahurskyvand intro- 
duced to a number of people. Here we were 
informed that the supreme court had just again 
changed the ruling on the election mobile 
voting boxes, reverting to what it was for the 
Nov 21 election, but people had only until 
8pm that night to register. We sensed they be- 
lieved there would be problem areas but did 
not provide us with details. Our last few stops 
before heading back to our hotel were a few 
polling stations to see how they were being 
set up. We all returned for another nice meal 
at the hotel — Christmas day. 

Earlier in the evening, a busload of mostly 


young people — university students — ar- 
rived from Ivano Frankivsk, whose duty to- 
morrow was to act as observers/journalists. 
Busloads, thousands, from western Ukraine 
came to eastern Ukraine for this election. Fur- 
thermore, when we began to visit the polling 
stations the next day, we invariably met up 
with at least a couple of observers from west- 
ern Ukraine at each polling station. There was 
also a group of young people in the hotel from 
Kharkiv who were frightened, huddling to- 
gether, asking for our help due to the fact that 
their names and particulars had been pub- 
lished (they were members of polling station 
committees) in a local paper. 

Dec 26 — Election Day! Each team was up 
before 6am, travelling in pairs. Our team had 
strategised the night before and put together 
two lists of polling stations to visit. Each team 
was equipped with a video camera and a cell 
phone. Michael and Yurij comprised one team, 
Mychaylyk and I the other. Mychaylyk and I 
started off with a polling station in town for 
the opening procedures. What we saw and 
videoed, the start of the official meeting at 
7:15am, the sealing of the ballot boxes, the 
signing of pertinent documents, the removal 
of the ballots from the safe, was all done ac- 
cording to protocol. Polling stations opened 
at 8am for voting. Throughout the day, we vis- 
ited 8 other polling stations, most in the town 
but two out of town. We met with the heads 
and secretaries of each PEC, spoke to other 
observers and press present at each station, 
took video and photos. As international ob- 
servers, we were always made welcome. For 
the most part, what we saw and heard from 
other observers all was going smoothly and 
calmly. We did not witness any major irregu- 
larities, minor ones, probably yes (which we 
put on video): multiple people in a voting 
booth, an individual voting at a polling sta- 
tion when he was also registered as a mobile 
box voter (did he register twice?), polling sta- 
tions much too small for the number of voters 
constantly crammed with people coming to 
vote, walk-through voting booths, polling sta- 
tions using two rooms, head and secretary of 
commission both gone at the same time, vot- 
ers with invalid identification documents, etc. 
We met up with our other two members twice 
to touch base (they visited another 8 polling 
stations). As with us, except for minor irregu- 
larities, all was going well. In fact, we had 
great visits. 

Polling stations closed at 8pm. Each pair 
chose a polling station for the official count. 
We firmly believe the presence of interna- 
tional observers for the count made it very 
official. The protocol was followed to a T. 
Mychaylyk filmed the entire process and the 
secretary spoke directly to the camera. Al- 
though the process was long and tedious, it 
was very thorough and formal. Once com- 
pleted and the required protocols signed, we 
followed members of the PEC carrying vari- 
ous wrapped bundles of results to the TEC 
where members of this commission were 
gathered to announce the result of each poll- 
ing station. Michael and Yurij remained at the 
TEC recording all the results, another long, 
tedious process, sometimes very exciting, 
sometimes argumentative with commission 
members being sent back to their respective 
polling stations (remember some were as far 
away as a two hour drive) to bring the cor- 
rectly signed protocol. The rigor of the pro- 
cess was impressive. Yurij did пої come back 
to the hotel until 9:30am Monday, still miss- 
ing the results of 3 polling stations! 

We gathered for breakfast yesterday morn- 
ing, all a little more relaxed and proud, I think, 
of the contribution, although small, we made 
to this election. We have just returned to Kyiv, 
having spent a night in Donetsk enjoying the 
moment and celebrating. Having seen the 
news on ТУ, the results positive, we feel good, 
Time to enjoy our last few days. 


Пластова станиця в Едмонтоні 
з нагоди Різдвяних Свят та Нового Року 
вітає всіх Пластунів у світі, українців Канади, 
діаспори та України та бажає всім 
кріпкого здоров'я, радости, та злагоди. 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Пласт 
Організація Української Молоді 
За дальшими інформаціями, дзвоніть Ha 
число тел. 429-5862 


З радісним днем Христового Різдва бажаємо 
всім нашим клієнтам, працівникам та цілому 
українському суспільству веселих Свят , 
а з Новим Роком всього найкращого.. 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Dr. Christine Fialka-Eshenko 
FAMILY DENTIST 


#101, 10910 - 105 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T5H 0L3 


Tel.: 420-1510 


Українське Національне Об'єднання 
Організація Українок Канади 

ім. О. Басараб 

Українська Стрілецька Громада 
Український Драматичний 
Ансамбль «Сузір'я» 

Український Дитячий 

Драматичний Гурток «Джерело» 


Вітають всіх своїх членів та 


Мешканці 


С 


Ukrainian "До вісті, December 22, 2004 - January 18, 2005, 22 грудня, 2004, - 18 січня, 2005 


онецького регіону 


знову абсолютною більшістю 
підтримали Януковича 


Сергій Гармаш, Радіо Свобода 

Донецьк, 27 грудня 2004 - На момент підготовки 
цього матеріалу остаточно голоси підраховані ще 
не були. Однозначно зараз можна назвати лише одну 
цифру - явка виборців на 20 годину 26 грудня склала 
83,87 сотих відсотка. Це на 13 відсотків менше ніж 
прийшло на дільниці 21 листопада. 

Керівник обласного штабу Януковича Владислав 
Лук'янов пояснює це новим законом про вибори, в 
наслідок якого старі люди не змогли прийти на 
дільниці: 

"Якщо взяти, що 35 % - це пенсіонери та ветерани, 
то одна третина з них не проголосувала. Тому що 
явка була майже стовідсоткова, а зараз старим лю- 
дям не дали проголосувати, от вони 1 не прого- 
лосували". 

В той же час порівняння результатів виборів по 
округах дозволяє говорити що переголосування 
підтвердило факт фальсифікацій 21 листопада. 
Наприклад в 42 окрузі Донецька цієї неділі Віктор 
Ющенко набрав 8,11 відсотка, а21 листопада 0,690. 
Зрозуміло, що за три тижні такої кількості при- 
хильників у Ющенка зявитись He могло. I це не 
поодинокий випадок таких метаморфоз на округах 
Донеччини. 

Взагалі ж вибори на Донеччині 26 грудня відбу- 
лись у порівняно спокійному режимі. Ані штаби, ані 
спостерігачі не заявляли про масові та системні 
порушення. За даними опрацьованих 97 відсотків 
протоколів Віктор Янукович отримав на Донеччині 
93,65 відсотка, Віктор Ющенко - 4.15 відсотка. 
Нагадаю, 21 листопада в Януковича було на три 
відсотки більше, а в Ющенка, навпаки, на 296 менше. 
Що до реакції донеччан на поразку свого кандидата, 
то вона досить спокійна. Ніяких масових акцій, нія- 
ких актів непокори. Точніше навіть було б сказати, 


що, принаймні поки що, реакції немає взагалі. 
Звичайно більшість людей розчаровані, але рівень 
розвитку громадянського суспільства в Донецьку 
такий низький, що без команди влади люди на площі 
не виходять, а місцева еліта зараз такої команди не 
дає, бо мабуть зацікавлена знайти спільну мову з 
новим президентом. Хоча керівник штабу Януковича 
Владислав Лук'янов після голосування в неділю 
заявив в інтерв'ю кореспонденту "Свободи": "Ми 
завтра будемо працювати. І я думаю, завтра люди 
самі зберуться. Я зможу взагалі нічого не вчиняти, 
моя задача буде лише слідкувати, щоб не було ніяких 
інцидентів, правопорушень. Мені здається реакція 
буде досить яскравою?" - сказав пан Лук'янов. 

В той же час, топ-новиною для Донецька стала 
недільна заява Юлії Тимошенко про намір 27-28 
грудня приїхати в Донецьк. В неділю керівництво 
місцевої "Батьківщини" висловило сумнів щодо 
реальності такого візиту до Нового року, принаймні 
команди готувати цю поїздку в Донецьку структури 
Тимошенко не отримували. Втім в понеділок вранці 
в ефірі ТРК “EPA”, Юлія Володимирівна підтвердила 
свій намір приїхати в Донецьк та пояснила мету 
візиту. 

"Дуже хотіла б донести до людей наші почуття — 
теплі, абсолютно не агресивні...Я хочу розповісти 
людям, які не чули цього від мене особисто, без так 
званих перекладачів в ефірі, які цитують невідомо 
що, або невідомо що показують людям. Я хотіла б 
розповісти людям про те, хто ми, як плануємо наше 
життя після перемоги, і як буде виглядати їхнє життя 
після перемоги" - сказала Юлія Тимошенко. За її 
словами вона буде переконливою. Тож, вибори на 
Донеччині відбулись, і ніяких розколів та інших 
жахів, якими нас лякали парники влади, не спос- 
терігається. 


прихильників, весь український народ 
з Різдвяними Святами та наступаючим 
Новим Роком. 
Хай Різдвяне світло лине в кожну хату, 
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У Дніпропетровську на мітингу на підтримку 
Януковича закликали до єврейських погромів 


В кожнім серці свій залишить слід! 
Будьте дужі, щирі і багаті, 
Щастя Вам і довгих многих літ! 


Михайло Снігур, Радіо Свобода 

У Дніпропетровську відбувся 
мітинг на підтримку Віктора 
Януковича, який змушує згадати 
часи єврейських погромів та "чор- 


Дирекція і Адміністрація 
КРЕДИТОВОЇ СПІЛКИ БУДУЧНІСТЬ 


бажають 


всім своїм членам, українському народові у вільній 


незалежній Україні та в діаспорі 


Веселих Свят 
Різдва Христового і 


Щасливого Нового Року! 
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ної сотні". 

18-то грудня на мітинг на під- 
тримку Віктора Януковича були 
привезені люди з Кіровограда, 
Полтави, Запоріжжя, Новомос- 
ковська, Павлограда, Нікополя, 
районних центрів Солоного та 
Покровського. Попри те кількість 
учасників становила від 800 до 
1000 осіб на початку мітингу і 
близько 400 на час його закінчення. 
У мітингу взяла участь Олександра 
Кужель. Чекали 1 Тараса Чорно- 
вола, котрий не приїхав. 

Особливістю мітингу була знач- 
на кількість церковної символіки, 
головним чином це були корогви 
та транспаранти з адресами цер- 
ковних громад УПЦ Московсько- 
го партіархату. На деяких корог- 
вах були написи "За Bepy, за OTe- 
чество, за Януковича", " Право- 
славіє ілі смерть". 

Олександра Кужель, агітуючи 
за Януковича та проти Ющенка, 
принаймні намагалася дотримува- 
тись норм певної політкорект- 
ності, хоч і натякала на фінан- 
сування помаранчової революції 
зза кордону. Інші ж промовці 
вдавалися до відвертої дезінфор- 
мації. Наводилися начебто цитати 
з виборчої програми Віктора 
Ющенка, наприклад такі - вступ 
України до НАТО, перекриття 
кордонів з Росією, дискримінація 
росіян та російськомовних. На- 
родний депутат України Олег Ца- 
рьов назвав ющенківців недобити- 
ми фашистами, котрі хочуть 
прийти на Дніпропетровщину. 
Промовці повторювали заяложені 
фрази про світовий сіонізм та ма- 
сонів. Лексика промов була відпо- 
відною: "Вставай, страна огром- 
ная, вставай на смєртний бой". 
Цитати з Йосифа Сталіна мішали- 
ся з релігійними гаслами: “Bpar 
будет разбіт, побєда будет за намі 
- с намі Бог і прєсвятая матєрь 
ero.” "Пам'ятайте, за зраду лише 
одна нагорода - смерть!». 


_ З тої частини натовпу, де були 
зосереджені корогви з написами 
про смерть Ta отєчєство і стояли 
якісь особи у напіввійськовому 
вбранні, чоловік з написом "За 
Януковича" на куртці кричав у 
мегафон: 

«Православіє ілі смерть, геть 
масонів з парламенту, Янукович! 
Янукович! Православний прези- 
дент! Геть масонів з парламенту! 
Теть жидів". 

Останнє гасло - чи не найлегше 
з того, що звучало на адресу євре- 
їв. Решту навести у ефірі не дозво- 
ляє закон України про інформа- 
цію, ті гасла можна однозначно 
трактувати як заклик до єврейсь- 
ких погромів і відновлення сум- 
нозвісної "чорної сотні". Олек- 
сандра Кужель, котра знаходилася 
на трибуні і чула вигуки прово- 
катора, ані словом не намагалася 
його зупинити. Учасники мітингу, 
побачивши диктофони, чіплялися 
до журналістів, заважали їм пра- 
цювати. Міліція, що розділяла мі- 
тинг і людей, котрі з помаран- 
човою символікою пікетували мі- 
тинг, до провокаторів пригляда- 
лася, але до активних дій не вдава- 
лася. Хібащо коли "козаки" у ар- 
мійському секонд хенді присуну- 
лися до кореспондента Радіо Сво- 
бода, котрого провокатор з мега- 
фоном закликав видалити з 
мітингу тільки тому, що побачив 
диктофон, міліцейські опера- 
тивники мовчки стали поряд. За 
що їм велика подяка. 

Над мітингом майже зримо від- 
чувався дух ненависті 1 злоби. 
Слово "смерть", що постійно пов- 
торювалося, висіло у повітрі, мі- 
шаючись зі згадками про євреїв. 
Парадоксально, що перед вибора- 
ми головний рабин Дніпропетров- 
ська Шмуель Каменецький оголо- 
сив у синагозі, що Ющенко є 
антисемітом і закликав дніпро- 
петровських євреїв голосувати за 
Януковича. 
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Turner апа observer team say election 


runoff smooth, 


(CP/UkrNews)—Former prime minister John Turner 
signed off on Ukraine’s disputed polls Dec. 26, saying 
that the extraordinary third round that saw Viktor 
Yushchenko elected by a wide margin met all interna- 
tional standards, reports The Canadian Press. 

“What I saw was quiet, well-organized and well-di- 
rected,” said Turner, who headed the 500-member Ca- 
nadian Observation Mission that monitored Sunday’s 
voting in 17 of Ukraine’s 25 regions. 

“We were well-received across the country,” he told 
a news conference in Kyiv. 

The official observer team, the largest that Canada 
has ever fielded for any election, was hastily recruited 
and selected from more than 4,000 applicants — many 
of them first-time election monitors. They received two 
days of training in Ottawa and one day of Ukraine ori- 
entation in Kyiv before being deployed in 20 groups of 
20 around the country. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, which sent a sepa- 
rate delegation of 500 observers (300 from Canada and 
200 expatriate Canadians living in Ukraine), also re- 
leased a preliminary report Dec. 26 that concluded 
Ukraine’s election “met essential democratic norms and 
the will of the people was expressed.” 

More than 12,500 foreign observers, mainly from 
western countries, poured into Ukraine to monitor the 
voting. Most observer groups, including the powerful 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, 
have certified the election as meeting international stan- 
dards. 

Russia’s 900-strong observer team, which converged 
on the pro- Yushchenko western Ukraine, reported Dec. 
26 that, although the elections were “not quite irre- 
proachable,” they did generally reflect the will of the 
Ukrainian people. 

Turner said Canadian monitors found only minor vio- 
lations of proper electoral procedure. “Some (of the 
infractions) were technical, some were weaknesses of 
human error,” he said. 

“None were deliberate. A good many were of a kind 


well-organized 


you could find in a Canadian constituency in an election.” 

Among the problems noted by Canadian observers 
in a few polling stations were the presence of police 
near voting booths, refusal to admit international ob- 
servers, voting without proper identification, improp- 
erly sealed ballot boxes and incomplete voter lists. 

The most serious infractions witnessed by Canadians 
included an election official in Chemihiv coaching people 
to vote for Yanukovych and, in the eastern region of 
Donetsk, physical intimidation of a voter who refused to 
show his marked ballot to an election official. 

Nevertheless, the interim Canadian monitors’ report 
says “the overall impression drawn by our observers is 
one of fairness.” 

Turner said he conveyed his conclusions in a phone 
call to Prime Minister Paul Martin earlier on Dec. 26. 

“Prime Minister Martin was happy with this popular 
result and congratulated the Ukrainian people for this 
effort,” he said. 

Canada announced on Dec. 6 that it would provide 
up to 500 election observers to support the second presi- 
dential runoff elections in Ukraine (See Ukrainian 
News, Dec. 8-21, 2004). Funding was being provided 
by the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) for the Canadian observer delegation. 

The observation mission was a Canada Corps initia- 
tive. Canada Corps harnesses the energy and experi- 
ence of Canadian experts, volunteers and young pro- 
fessionals to deliver international assistance in the ar- 
eas of governance and institution building. 

That same day, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress an- 
nounced that it has competed its selection of observers 
for the upcoming presidential elections in Ukraine. Over 
1100 applicants submitted forms to the UCC for con- 
sideration. In the end, the UCC was able to select over 
300 Canadians who received partial financial support 
to travel to Ukraine to act as accredited international 
election observers. These Canadians were joined by 
nearly 200 Ukrainian Canadians living in Ukraine who 
also acted as observers. 


Election met essential democratic norms says UCC 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC), the representative organization for the 1.2 mil- 
lion Canadians of Ukrainian descent has as опе of its 
mandates to foster democratic reforms and a civil soci- 
ety in Ukraine. 

UCC and its member organizations have participated 
as international observers in numerous presidential and 
parliamentary elections in Ukraine. 

The International Election Observation Mission of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (Mission) organized 
approximately 500 international election observers to 
monitor the re-vote of the 2nd round of presidential 
elections in Ukraine held on Dec. 26. 

The UCC Mission focused its attention on monitor- 
ing 12 regions of Ukraine, namely Crimea, 
Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Kharkiv, Kherson, Kirovo- 
hrad, Kryviy Rih, Kyiv, Luhansk, Mykolaiv, Odesa and 
Zaporizhzhia (UCC Observation Territory). The Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress also provided observers for 
the earlier rounds of the presidential elections. 


Based upon the preliminary findings of the Mission’s 

regional teams in Crimea, Kharkiv, Kherson, 
Kirovohrad, Luhansk, Odesa and Zaporizhzhia, it ap- 

pears that the Dec. 26 round of the Ukrainian presiden- 
tial election met essential democratic norms and that 
the will of the people was expressed. 

Despite administrative shortcomings in many poll- 
ing station commissions (PSC), there was a marked im- 
provement over the first and second round vote. Spe- 
cifically, there fewer signs of overt electoral fraud as 
experienced in the first two rounds. 

The finding of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine 
annulling the restrictions on home voting created con- 
fusion in all the PSCs throughout the UCC Observa- 
tion Territory. 

However, the package of reforms brought in by par- 
liament on Dec. 8 which resolved the issue of absentee 
ballots, appears to have provided effective measures 
that reduced the electoral fraud evidenced during the 
second round. 


Infractions not as widespread says MP 


(UkrNews)—Notwithstanding 
the reduction in the number of in- 
fractions in the third round of the 
presidential election in Ukraine on 
Dec. 26, Liberal MP and Canadian 
Parliamentary Election Observer, 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj again ex- 
pressed disappointment with the 
continued attempts at election fraud 
in the east of the country during the 
third round of voting. Commenting 
on the third round, Wrzesnewskyj 
stated that: 

“There has been progress to cor- 
rect many aspects of the fraud wit- 
nessed by Canadian observers in the 
previous two rounds of voting. As 
part of the Canada Corps team here 
to ensure that the will of the Ukrai- 
nian people is respected, it is com- 
forting that unlike the previous 
rounds, the third round official re- 
sults more closely match exit poll 
figures. I am nevertheless disap- 
pointed that on election day I wit- 
nessed, with Members of Parliament 
Andrew Telegdi and Bernard Bigras 
many of the same infractions ob- 


served in the second round and that 
irregularities have continued both at 
polling stations and at the territorial 
level.” 

Wrzesnewskyj, who led parlia- 
mentary delegations during the first 
two rounds of voting, along with his 
colleagues experienced the follow- 
ing illegal activities and violations: 
denial of access to so called “tech- 
nical rooms” of a territorial commis- 
sion where home-voting lists were 
being prepared; discovery of hun- 
dreds of unnumbered ballots; denial 
of access to Canadian observers to 
a polling station; confiscation of a 
Member of Parliament’s camera and 
video camera; police intimidation of 
voters, local and international elec- 
tion observers and commission 
members; fraudulent voters lists 
where there were people included 
who were deceased prior to 2004 
and people who have moved away. 
These violations took place at polls 
in the city of Kharkiv in eastern 
Ukraine as well as in villages out- 
side of Kharkiv. 


Notwithstanding these infrac- 
tions, Wrzesnewskyj expressed the 
importance of the role that Canadian 
election observers have played in the 
Ukrainian elections: 

“Canadian election observers 
have played a major role in ensur- 
ing fairness and transparency in the 
electoral process. By sending an 
unprecedented in size contingent of 
observers, Canada has made a great 
contribution in the evolution of de- 
mocracy in Ukraine.” 


Найкращі побажання 
радісних Різдвяних Свят та 
щасливого Нового Року. 
Христос Раждається! 


Peter Goldring 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 
495-3261 


Wishing you Merry Christmas 


and a Healthy and Happy 


New Year. 
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RAHIM JAFFER М.Р. 
Edmonton Strathcona 
7616 - Gateway Blvd. 

Edmonton, AB T6E 4Z8 
Office: 495-8404 
Fax: 495-8403 
Email: jaffer@rahimjaffer.org 


та здорового і щасливого 


Нового Року. 


The Bishop Budka Charitable Society in 
collaboration with Ukrainian Canadian Social 
Services and the Human Rights, Citizenship 
and Multiculturalism Education Fund 
is now offering a full range of 
CONFIDENTIAL, FREE, HELPING SERVICES tailored to 
meet the needs of immigrants from Eastern Europe including: 


*COUNSELLING (individual/ couples/ family) SUPPORT GROUPS 
*CONSULTING CAREER COUNSELLING *WORKSHOPS 
*STRESS/ HEALTH MANAGEMENT 
*INFORMATION, REFERRAL, ADVOCACY 
OFFICE OR YOUR HOME APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND OUT OF TOWN 
SERVICES AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH, UKRAINIAN, SERBIAN AND CROATIAN 


Please call us at: (780) 471-5606 E-mail: simcisin@yahoo.ca 
Fax: (780) 477-0617 


Христос Раждається! 

(Christ is born!) 
Славіте Його! 
(Glorify Him!) 


me Heriiage Village 
Село спилизння 
LL. української культури 


Come join the festivities as the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village celebrates the end of the traditional Ukrainian Christmas 
Season with Йордан - The Feast of Jordan special event on 
Wednesday, January 19. Divine Liturgies will take place at the 
St. Vladimir and the St. Nicholas churches beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
A day of festive activities! 


Ласкаво запрошуємо Вас i Вашу родину на Село спадщини 
української культури в середу 19-го січня святкувати 
Йордан. Молебен почнеться о годині 10:00 рано в церкві 
св. Володимира та в церкві св. Миколая. Святкуйте й 

- є 


веселіться з нами! 
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Alberta Centennial 


lberta 


Open: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


For more information: 
Ph: 662-3640 www.cd.gov.ab.ca 


Only 25 minutes east of 
Edmonton on Hwy. 16 


cot Debt Free ° 


A.C. WARING & ASSOCIATES INC. 
* Collectors Calling? * Wages Garnisheed? " Bills Unpaid? » Credit Refused? 
Call Us About: 
* Consumer Proposals " Bankruptcy Protection " Debt Payment Plans 


CIN <> FREE Consultation - Appointments Anytime 
Chartered Accountant - Trustee In Bankruptcy 


” Your Problem, Our Privilege, Your Protection, Our Priority” 


424-9944 
#820 Sunlife Place, 10123 99 St. 


ARTHUR WARING CA, CIP 


"7 Eastern Ukraine 
resigned to results 


Muted acceptance of Yushchenko called 


‘pragmatic reaction to developments’ 


By Mark McKinnon, The Globe and Mail, Dec 28, 2004 

Tatiana Fetisova wrinkles her pale nose and shakes her head at the idea 
of Viktor Yushchenko becoming president of her country. 

“Tt won’t happen. Please God, don’t let it happen,” she said yesterday, 
even as the country’s Central Election Commission was confirming that 
Yushchenko’s lead in Sunday’s presidential election rerun was unassailable. 

“Tf this man becomes president, we in the Donbas will seek autonomy,” 
the 46-year-old added with a sharp nod of her head. 

While Yushchenko is often portrayed as a pro-Western reformer, Fetisova 
sees him as a radical Ukrainian nationalist who is likely to cut ties with 
neighbouring Russia and cripple the economy of the coal-producing 
Donbas region in eastern Ukraine, which is centred around Donetsk, a 
city of 1.1 million. 

Such fears are common here in Ukraine’s Russianized south and east, 
where many look more to the Kremlin than to Kyiv, and demonstrate the 
scale of the challenge that Yushchenko faces. 

The former Central Bank chief won by wide margins in Kyiv and the 
Europe-looking west of the country. But his rival, Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych, a Donetsk native who promised to make Russian a second 
official language and expand ties with Moscow, won upward of 90 per 
cent of the vote in some Russian-speaking districts. 

Many in Donetsk still believe in the results of the annulled Nov. 21 
election that gave victory to Yanukovych until it was rejected as fraudu- 
lent by the Supreme Court, which ordered Sunday’s revote. People in 
Donetsk bitterly refer to the Orange Revolution, which saw tens of thou- 
sands of Yushchenko supporters take over the streets of Kyiv for three 
weeks, as a U.S.-backed coup d'état. 

Despite all the private griping about the election, however, expected 
pro-Yanukovych demonstrations never materialized here yesterday, as 
fatigue at the extended power struggle between the two men seemed to 
win out over anger at the result. 

In Donetsk’s central Lenin Square, where massive pro- Yanukovych ral- 
lies were held this month while Yushchenko’s backers were occupying 
the centre of Kyiv, the only people who gathered yesterday were children 
hoping to discuss their New Year’s presents with Grandfather Frost, the 
Russian equivalent of Santa Claus. 

Talk of separating or seeking autonomy from Kyiv, rampant during the 
early days of the Orange Revolution, has also died off as many local poli- 
ticians and businessmen have changed their tune and are now saying they 
will work with whoever is named president. 

Donetsk has cancelled a scheduled Jan. 9 referendum on autonomy, and 
several governors who attended a conference in the city of Severodonetsk 
in late November to explore the establishment of a “southeast republic” 
have since been questioned by prosecutors who are said to be considering 
laying treason-related charges. 

Most important, support for the separatists has dried up in both Mos- 
cow and Kyiv. 

Both Yanukovych and outgoing President Leonid Kuchma, who was 
accused of encouraging those who met in Severodonetsk, is now empha- 
sizing the need for unity in his public comments. Meanwhile, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, who wields enormous clout here, has said he 
thinks he can work with Yushchenko as president. 

“T think what we’re seeing is a very pragmatic reaction to develop- 
ments,” said one Western diplomat based in Kyiv, referring to Yushchenko’s 
sizable margin of victory. 

“When we had all that talk of separatism and autonomy a while back. . 
. it was a political card being played. I don’t think that there was any real 
popular sentiment behind it.” 

In Donetsk, many said they just wanted an end to the turmoil and would 
now give Yushchenko a chance to show that he could run a country as 
well as he could organize a popular revolt. 

“It depends now on how Yushchenko acts,” said Mikhail Apukhtin, a 
49-year-old teacher who said he voted for Yanukovych. “We'll watch and 
see. Right now we’re just tired of this whole situation.” 
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From America with love 


Ukraine’s new first lady knows what freedom really means 


By John Fund, The Wall Street Journal, Dec. 27, 2004 

In the most peaceful revolution since South Africa 
ended its apartheid regime by electing Nelson Mandela 
president in 1994, Ukraine has just elected opposition 
leader Viktor Yushchenko president of the former So- 
viet satellite republic. The victory comes for the pro- 
Western leader after a dirty campaign that saw him 
poisoned and only after hundreds of thousands of dem- 
onstrators filled the streets to protest voter-fraud. “We 
peacefully, beautifully, elegantly and without any drops 
of blood changed Ukraine,” Yushchenko told cheering 
supporters. 

What many Westerners do not realize, however, is 
when Yushchenko takes the seat of power, at his side 
will be a tough minded, savvy American-raised busi- 
nesswoman. His wife, Kateryna Chumachenko 
Yushchenko, is the daughter of Ukrainian immigrants 
who grew up steeped in the traditions of her ancestral 
homeland. ‘ 

Chumachenko Yushchenko was raised in suburban 
Chicago as the daughter of an electrician and seam- 
stress. During World War II, her parents were forced to 
immigrate to Germany and work as slave labor. They 
came to the U.S. in 1956 at the invitation of a Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox church. She grew up speaking Ukrai- 
nian at home, learning the national dances and attend- 
ing a Ukrainian school and Orthodox church. “My par- 
ents felt they had to keep alive the culture and tradi- 
tions they thought were being suppressed by the So- 
viet Union,” she told me. 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s she worked in the 
human rights office of the U.S. State Department. She 
also worked for the first President Bush in the Trea- 
sury Department. But her dream was always to help 
Ukraine become independent. So after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991 she moved to Kyiv. Her busi- 
ness degree from the University of Chicago helped her 
land a job with KPMG, the U.S. international auditing 
company, and she prospered training the country’s 
economists in Western practices. She met Viktor 
Yushchenko when he was part of a delegation of cen- 
tral bankers she brought to Chicago. “He understood 
free markets, had a firm faith in God and knew what 
the right path for the country should be,” she told me. 
The two married in 1998, and they now have three chil- 
dren. 

It is the strong bond he has with his wife that has 
helped Yushchenko through the tough campaign and it 
will likely be his relationship with her that will help 
him have a successful presidency. Perhaps the darkest 
moment for Yushchenko came this fall when he was 
poisoned. At first it seemed to be a case of the flu. His 
wife recalls him coming home one night during the 
presidential campaign and saying he felt sick. She no- 
ticed a strange metallic taste in his mouth when she 
kissed him. It turned out to be dioxin, a chemical com- 
pound found in Agent Orange and a well known poi- 
son. 

Yushchenko has largely recovered, although the poi- 
son has left his face disfigured and the government has 
continued a three-year campaign to discredit him and 
his wife. After he was poisoned, the state prosecutor 


opened an investigation into the incident and then tried 
smearing Yushchenko by claiming he had a disfigur- 
ing case of herpes. 

Tape recordings made by a disgruntled bodyguard 
for President Leonid Kuchma show that the president 
personally ordered a disinformation campaign against 
the Yushchenkos. Yushchenko was portrayed as a fas- 
cist puppet of Western bankers and Kateryna as an ac- 
tive CIA agent. She responded by winning a libel judg- 
ment against a Russian television station that accused 
her of disloyalty to Ukraine. But the government has 
refused to process her application for Ukrainian citi- 
zenship. 

Now that Yushchenko is to become president, it’s 
likely he’ll be able to push through more than his wife’s 
citizenship application. He helped implement some 
free-market reforms when he served as prime minister 
for 16 months between 1999 and 2001 before being 
ousted by hard-liners in Parliament. Now he has a popu- 
lar mandate at his back as well as international sup- 
port, which has only increased with the success of his 
“orange revolution.” His wife has also proved invalu- 
able by introducing him to contacts in the West. 

All this adds up to a rare opportunity for Yushchenko. 
Since its independence in 1991, Ukraine’s 48 million 
people have seesawed between forming greater ties with 
the West or lurching back into becoming a vassal state 
of Russia. One out of six people are ethnically Rus- 
sian. Still, a clear majority of voters now want the cor- 
тирі, pro-Moscow clique surrounding outgoing Presi- 
dent Kuchma out of the government. Yulia 
Tymoshenko, a charismatic ally of Yushchenko, says 
their time is up. She told reporters: “I think the key 
word for them in Sunday’s exit polls was ‘exit.’” 

The challenge will be to move Ukraine towards a 
free-market economy. Chumachenko Yushchenko 
makes clear that her husband makes all of his own po- 
litical decisions, but she will no doubt be a valuable 
asset to him. “She is one of the brightest, most dedi- 
cated conservatives I have ever known,” says Bruce 
Bartlett, a former official in the Treasury Department 
under the first President Bush. “Anyone who met Kathy 
quickly discovered that creating a free, successful 
Ukraine was her primary mission in life, to the exclu- 
sion of almost everything else.” 

Now the challenge facing Ukraine is to make the leap 
towards becoming a democratic society truly governed 
by the rule of law. Chumachenko Yushchenko is real- 
istic about the obstacles facing her husband and his 
team. “[Some] people are making a lot of money off 
the current system,” she told ABC News. “The last thing 
they want is for the system to change and for the 
economy to be a free market economy where the gen- 
eral population benefits rather than a small group of 
people at the top.” 

Cynics may say that since Ukraine has never been a 
true democracy, reforming it will be impossible. But 
those are the same people who never predicted that 
hundreds of thousands of people would fill the streets 
of Kyiv and other cities and force a new election. None- 
theless it happened. What happens next is now up to 
Yushchenko. 


Yushchenko sees no role for Yanukovych 


(RFE/RL)—Presidential candi- sian journalists in Kyiv on Dec. 22 
date Viktor Yushchenko told Rus- that if he is elected president in the 
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Dec. 26 vote, Prime Minister and 
presidential rival Viktor 
Yanukovych will “under no circum- 
stances” be included into a new 
cabinet, Interfax reported. 

“Tf you have lost, you should go,” 
Yushchenko added. Yushchenko did 
not rule out talks with his presiden- 
tial rival regarding “the political 
work that could ensure mutual un- 
derstanding and the formation of 
healthier relations.” 

Answering a question about his 
dioxin poisoning, Yushchenko said 
the Prosecutor-General’s Office 
should have no major problems in 
discovering who poisoned him. 

“Tt is not a complicated criminal 
case, because the [poisoning] is lim- 
ited by a [short] interval of time,” 
Yushchenko said. 

He said that on the day he is be- 
lieved to have been poisoned, he ate 
twice, at two dinners. 

Yushchenko repeated his earlier 
suggestion that his poisoning was 
the authorities’ attempt at political 
assassination. 
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Yushchenko, Yanukovych face off in debate 


(RFE/RL) — The two candidates contesting 
Ukraine’s upcoming repeat presidential runoff traded 
barbs in a nationally televised debate Dec. 20. 

Opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko accused Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych of trying to “steal” votes 
in the original Nov. 21 runoff. 

“There is one reason why we are here today — the 
results of the elections on Nov. 21 were stolen,” 
Yushchenko said. “More than 3 million votes were sto- 
len were stolen by my opponent, by his team.” 

Yushchenko said the falsification had been “total,” 
especially in the eastern regions of the country. The 
Supreme Court annulled the vote — which was won 
by Yanukovych — due to electoral fraud. 

Yushchenko said the Ukrainian people had “won their 
freedom, their right to live in a free and democratic 
country.” 

Yushchenko chided Yanukovych, saying electoral laws 
are not the only guidelines that condemn “stealing.” 

“You [Yanukovych] are a religious person, correct?” 
Yushchenko asked. “Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 
not steal things. Thou shalt not steal factories. Thou 
shalt not steal votes.” 

Yushchenko accused Russia, which has backed 
Yanukovych, of interfering in Ukrainian politics. He 
said foreign intervention — either from Russia or from 
the West — is “humiliating to independent Ukraine.” 

Yanukovych spoke frequently in Russian, widely 
heard in the eastern areas of Ukraine seen as backing 


by the United States and other Western countries. 

He said a Yushchenko victory could divide the coun- 
try, and called for whoever wins to form a national unity 
government. 

“Viktor Andreyevich [Yushchenko], you think that 
you will win and become president of Ukraine,” 
Yanukovych said. “You are making a huge mistake. 
You will be president of part of Ukraine. I don’t want 
this. I want us both to unite Ukraine.” 

Yanukovych said he is “struggling” not for power, 
but to avoid “bloodshed.” 

He also offered an apology for what he called “im- 
proprieties” in the election campaign. 

ЧТ want to apologize to all of you that there were 
some improprieties in this election campaign,” 
Yanukovych said. “I want us to have no bad will after 
this election.” 

Yanukovych said the pro-democracy protests — 
dubbed the “Orange Revolution” — amounted to a 
coup, and he accused outgoing President Leonid 
Kuchma of supporting the movement. 

The two candidates were allowed to ask each other 
direct questions after their opening statements during 
the 100-minute debate. Yushchenko’s questions focused 
on economic matters, pensions, the budget, and sala- 
ries. Yanukovych emphasized improvements to 
Ukraine’s economy while he was prime minister. 

The debate was marked by several sharp exchanges 
and finger-pointing, but the two shook hands cordially 


his candidacy. He said Yushchenko had been supported when it ended. 
Yanukovych, breaking with past practice, 


owns up to criminal record 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko led Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych to 
admit during a live television debate Dec. 20 that he 
had been jailed in the past. 

The issue is extremely sensitive and may have a dev- 
astating affect on Yanukovych as majority of Ukraini- 
ans do not want to see their president with a tainted 
past, according to opinion polls. 

Yushchenko never mentioned Yanukovych’s tainted 
past during their first televised debate before the Nov. 
21 runoff, but on Dec. 21 he led Yanukovych to admit it. 

Yanukovych attempted to impinge on his opponents 
reputation by responding that for his part he had prom- 
ised not to mention the past, including Yushchenko’s 
term as the governor of the National Bank of Ukraine, 
during the debate. 

Yushchenko responded: “These hands have never sto- 
len anything, including at the National Bank. It’s an 
illusion that you have that while you sit near the sack 


with the state money you have to steal.” 

“These hands had never stolen anything. I had never 
been jailed, Viktor Fedorovych [Yanukovych]. Iam ап 
honest banker, an honest man.” 

Inresponse, Yanukovych exploded: “That’s what you 
repeated for the fifth time, hinting оп my biography, 
let God be judge for you.” 

“You perfectly know what kind of life I had... that I 
was jailed illegally,” Yanukovych said. 

Yanukovych apparently served two jail sentences, in 
1969 and 1970, for robbery and assault, but never men- 
tioned these records in a background that he had sub- 
mitted to the Central Electoral Committee. His team 
said the jail sentences had been cancelled. 

Analysts said the issue is extremely important for 
Ukraine’s national security, as the existing criminal 
records may well be kept in Moscow, the capital of the 
former Soviet Union, and may be used by the Russian 
authorities to eventually blackmail Yanukovych. 


Kuchma reportedly withstood pressure for force 


(RFE/RL)—The “Financial Times” 
quoted unnamed Western diplomats 
on Dec. 14 who suggested that Ukrai- 
nian President Kuchma came under 
pressure from Prime Minister Yanu- 
kovych and presidential-administra- 
tion chief Viktor Medvedchuk to use 
Interior Ministry troops to quell op- 
position protests following the fraudu- 
lent Nov. 21 presidential runoff. 

The report said about 2,000 anti- 
Tiot police were deployed in the area 
but were called off when European 
Union mediators urged restraint. 

“I know that many representatives 
of the [state] apparatus lobbied the 
president to impose a state of emer- 
gency,” the newspaper quoted the 
deputy head of the presidential ad- 


ministration, Vasyl Baziv, as saying. 

“They said it is time to use state 
power. The president, from the first 
moment, was consistently against 
the use of force.” 

Opposition candidate Yushchenko 
told the newspaper that the critical 
moment in the “orange revolution” 
came on Nov. 28, one week after the 
eruption of antigovernment protests, 
when soldiers were provided with 
bullets. 

The newspaper also said that there 
were signs that some security forces 
opposed to violent intervention 
might try to block the Interior Min- 
istry troops who would have been 
sent against demonstrators. 

Yanukovych that denied he sup- 


Tymoshenko wants post in 
Ukrainian government 


(Interfax)— Yuliya Tymoshenko, an ally of Ukrainian presidential can- 
didate Viktor Yushchenko on Dec. 27 said that she is ready to work in the 
government that will be formed after the elections. 

In an interview to the Ukrainian 1+1 television channel, she said that 


ported the use of force against op- 
position demonstrators who packed 
the streets of Kyiv after the disputed 
presidential election. 

Yanukovych told reporters that 
the information was “false,” and that 
he had not taken part in discussions 
of this question. 
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Orange Revolution 


RFE/RL’s top story of 2004 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine’s “Orange Revolution” was picked as the top news 
story of 2004 by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s broadcasters, corre- 
spondents, editors, and analysts. 

The results of the informal poll were released by RFE/RL, Dec. 17. 

Number 2 was the September massacre of innocents that shocked the 
world in Beslan, North Ossetia, Number 3 was the re-election of George 
Bush as U. S. President; Number 4 was the death of Yasser Arafat; Num- 
ber 5 — the ongoing conflict in Iraq; Number 6 — the expansion of the 
European Union to include the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Cyprus and Malta; Number 7 — 
the March terrorist attack and subsequent election of the Socialists in Spain; 
Number 8 — the decline of the U.S. dollar; number 9 — the humanitarian 
crisis in Darfur, Sudan and Number 10 — the Athens Olympic Games. 
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she is ready to work in the government in any sphere. 

She said that she will not retaliate on her political opponents after the 
elections and added that the actions of certain high-ranking officials should 
be evaluated in court. 

At the same time, Tymoshenko said that it would be unjust to leave 
people involved in murder of journalists and illegal privatization unpun- 
ished. 

“In this case, the next political team will think that they will be able to 
get away with this too,” Tymoshenko said. 
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Cont. from Р. 1 
Court, if necessary. 

“But when the election commis- 
sion announces its final results for 
the election, then [Yanukovych’s 
lawyers] can take the matter to the 
Supreme Court,” Ponamarchuk 
says. “In fact they can take it to the 
Supreme Court now if the appellate 
court rejects their complaints.” 

The CEC on Dec. 28 said it will 
consider complaints within two 
days. The time frame of lodging 
appeals with the Supreme Court is 
seven days. 

The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
meanwhile, said on Dec. 27 that the 
vote shows the country has taken “a 
great step forward toward free and 
fair elections.” 

The head of the OSCE observer 
mission, Bruce George, said this was 
the general view among the moni- 
toring organizations. 

«І am much happier to be in a 
position to announce that it is the 
collective judgment of these orga- 
nizations represented here that the 
Ukrainian elections have moved 
substantially closer to meeting 
OSCE and other European and in- 
ternational standards,” George said. 

European Union High Represen- 
tative for Common Foreign and Se- 
curity Policy Javier Solana called on 
Ukraine’s political leaders to work 
together to unite the country after the 
divisive election. 

Yushchenko spent Dec. 27 cel- 
ebrating what he described as a vic- 
tory during an overnight opposition 
rally following the balloting. 

“Dear friends, I would just like to 
say, for 14 years we were indepen- 
dent, but we weren’t free,” 
Yushchenko told the crowd. “For 14 
years there was tyranny in all of 
Ukraine, the tyranny of [outgoing 
President Leonid] Kuchma, [his pre- 
decessor Leonid] Kravchuk, and 
[Prime Minister Viktor] 
Yanukovych. Today we can say that 
is all in the past; before us lies an 
independent and free Ukraine.” 

The repeat vote appeared to have 
taken place with no major electoral 
violations. The vote was monitored 
by some 12,000 international ob- 
servers, with foreign scrutiny 
heightened following flawed late- 
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The people proved their power, Yushchenko says 


PHOTO — VITALIY SHEVCHENKO 


Voters checked of the registeration lists in Kyiv. 
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Voting in Kyiv. 


November voting that was eventu- 
ally declared invalid by the Ukrai- 
nian Supreme Court. 

“Today we are turning the page 
of disrespect for people, of lies, cen- 
sorship, and violence,” Yushchenko 
said. “The people who were drag- 
ging Ukraine into a hole are at this 
moment becoming [a part of] the 
past. A new epoch is beginning of a 
new great democracy. Many tens of 
millions of Ukrainians have 
dreamed of this.” 

In the early hours of the morning 
of Dec. 27, after three separate exit 
polls showed he had a big lead, 
Yushchenko went to Independence 
Square in the heart of the capital to 
address his supporters. 

They welcomed him with the 

same chants of “Yushchenko” that 
have echoed around the capital and 
the country for the past month in a 
nonstop protest against the govern- 
ment. It was in that same square that 
hundreds of thousands of Yush- 
chenko supporters gathered on the 
evening of Nov. 21 to protest the 
massive fraud perpetrated by the 
government in that day’s first presi- 
dential runoff. 
The protests began 17 days of dem- 
onstrations that have since become 
known as the “Orange Revolution” 
— for the orange color the 
Yushchenko campaign adopted. 

Yushchenko, flanked by his wife 
and senior political allies, bowed to 
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supporters and said: “My first thanks 
are to you. The people proved their 
power. They rebelled against prob- 
ably the most cynical regime in 
Eastern Europe.” 

Yushchenko has said his ambition 
is for Ukraine to join NATO, the 
European Union, and the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). He has 
said that he will cooperate with 
Moscow as an equal but added that 
the era during which Ukraine was 
treated as a subordinate was over. 

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin 
had openly backed Yanukovych, ar- 
riving in Ukraine on the eve of two 
earlier rounds of elections, in Octo- 
ber and November, to boost 
Yanukovych’s chances. Putin was 
quick to congratulate Yanukovych 
for his official victory on Nov. 21, a 
win marred by sufficient fraud to 
prompt the Supreme Court to order 
the new vote. 

Yanukovych supported Putin’s 


plan to re-create a Moscow-led bloc, 
comprising Ukraine, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, and Russia. That 
scheme now looks doomed. 

Yanukovych courted Ukraine’s 
large ethnic-Russian minority — 
around 9 million of the country’s 48 
million population — with promises 
that Russian would become a state 
language. 

Russia’s interference had caused 
resentment among opposition sup- 
porters. Many of Yushchenko’s 
close colleagues suspect Russia of 
involvement in the nearly fatal poi- 
soning of the opposition leader in 
September that has left his face 
badly disfigured. The EU and the 
United States rebuked Putin for 
meddling in the election. 

But the results from the Dec. 26 
vote suggest once more that Ukraine 
is deeply divided, with the western 
and central regions backing 
Yushchenko while the east mostly 


supported Yanukovych. 

Yanukovych’s senior political al- 
lies in some of the eastern regions 
threatened in November to seek au- 
tonomy, something they have since 
moved away from. A member of 
parliament from the Social Demo- 
crat Party-united, which supported 
Yanukovych, Thor Shurma, sug- 
gested some kind of devolution 
might happen — but not бог а while. 

“Perhaps a federal model will be 
beneficial for Ukraine, but not to- 
day. Ukraine is not ready for that 
today,” Shurma said 

“Economically it’s not strong 
enough. At present it faces many 
risks. Therefore, it is not appropri- 
ate to raise this question at this 
time.” 

In an early hint that he might ac- 
cept the results of the Dec. 26 vote, 
Yanukovych promised to form a ro- 
bust opposition in parliament to any 
Yushchenko-appointed government. 


Orange Revolution has rap anthem 


By Anna Melnichuk, 
Associated Press Writer 

To TV viewers the world over, 
Ukraine’s revolution has been col- 
ored orange. People who have found 
themselves in Kyiv during these tur- 
bulent weeks know it has a strong 
beat, too — thanks to a speech by 
opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko that fast morphed into 
a rap anthem. 

“Together, there are many of us 
and we cannot be overcome,” 
Yushchenko said to the cheering 
crowd one night last month from the 
stage on Independence Square that 
became the epicenter of the revolu- 
tion. 

“Together, there are many of us 
and we cannot be overcome,” the 
crowd roared back. 

It took Oleh Laniak, a disc jockey 
from the Zakhidnyi Polus radio sta- 
tion in the western city of Ivano- 
Frankivsk, just a couple of hours to 
add a few lyrics. 

“No falsifications, no lies, no 
machinations/Yes Yushchenko!/Yes 
Yushchenko!/This is our president. 
Yes! Yes!” he wrote in Ukrainian. 

“We are not cattle/We are not 
goats,” he went on — invoking 
prime minister and presidential can- 
didate Viktor Yanukovych’s dis- 
missal of the protesters as “kozly,” 
a rude word that translates into goats 
or members of a mindless flock. 

“We are Ukraine’s/Daughters and 
sons/Now or never, enough of wait- 
ing!” Roman Kalin and Roman 
Kostiuk, a singer and guitar player 
from a pop group called Hryndzholi, 
or Sleds, wrote the melody. 

The song, which spread quickly 
over radio and the Internet, was soon 
on protesters’ lips and as inescap- 
able as the color orange. 


Viktor Yushchenko , former WBO world рай ae Wladimir 
Klitschko, Ukrainian singer and winner of the Eurovision song contest 
Ruslana and WBC world heavyweight champion Vitali Klitschko, from 
left, sing the orange revolution rap anthem during a rally in Kyiv, Dec. 
22. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky) 


“In the future, it’ll be Ukraine’s 
second anthem,” said Artem Boiko, 
a student from Sumy who camped 
out in Kyiv. 

“When we all sing it together, I 
feel like I’m part of a single being, I 
get a powerful surge of energy 
through my body, I know I’m 
mighty and am sure we will win,” 
he said. 

The anthem has good revolution- 
ary credentials: It echoes the legend- 
ary Che Guevara’s slogan, “Pueblo 
unido jamas sera vencido” — “A 
united people will never be over- 
come.” 

“The song emerged at the abso- 
lutely right time,” said Ivan Piteliak, 
alaw student from Ivano-Frankivsk. 
“The guys managed to catch our 


mood, and they found a proper mu- 
sic form for us, young people, many 
of whom like rap.” 

The orange revolution has already 
spawned an artistic outpouring. An- 
other song, called “Name of Tomor- 
row,” made its debut Dec. 22: 

“Tt’s almost spring/And I feel it 
every day/All in the name/The name 
of tomorrow/Name of tomorrow/ 
Yesterday Gone!” 

“Tt’s a tribute to the people in In- 
dependence Square, just a ‘thank 
you’ for all those who helped us be 
stronger and united, and whose 
courage has changed Ukraine for- 
ever,” said singer Slava Vakarchuk, 
leader of the Kyiv group Okean 
Elzy, or Elsa’s Ocean, and Yush- 
chenko’s adviser on youth issues. 


Tent Camp оп Khrestchatyk Street. 


Khrestchatyk tent camp | celebrates 


By Ruslan Tracz, 
Winnipeg Free Press, Dec. 28, 2004 

Mist enveloped Khrestchatyk this 
evening along with the diesel smoke 
and fires, making it nearly impos- 
sible to see 50 metres. Horns blared 
almost every second as people ev- 
erywhere were continuing their cel- 
ebration. 

Viktor Yushchenko, the opposi- 
tion candidate, declared victory 
early yesterday morning to a surpris- 
ingly large crowd, considering the 
time. While no official results have 
been announced by the Central Elec- 
tion Committee, the preliminary re- 
sults show a Yushchenko victory. 
Near the south and north ends of the 
tent city, large groups congregated 
around giant TV screens that played 
Channel 5 reports. Since the Su- 
preme Court ruling throwing out the 
previous vote’s results, these giant 
screens had disappeared from 
around the protest area but returned 
last night along with the crowds. 

Kiosks and tables with people 
selling Yushchenko memorabilia 
line Khrestchatyk, and it’s definitely 
a seller’s market. The scarves and 
hats that used to be 25 and 20 
Hrynvi, respectively, (around $5 for 
both — the exchange rate is 4.4 for 
the Canadian dollar) have gone up 
in price to around 40 and 35, about 
$8 to $9. It’s simple supply and de- 
mand. Wandering slightly further up 
the street, I find a gentleman selling 
tuques for 20 Hr. 

I buy two, smiling to myself for 
stumbling upon such a good deal. 

“The people down the way are 
selling them for 40,” I said to the 
vendor. 

“T know,” he responds. “But I’m 
selling much more than they are,” 
he says with a laugh. 

The people in the streets are defi- 
nitely feeling that the end is near — 
families pose for photos with secu- 
rity; grown men want their pictures 
taken with flags of Pora, the pro- 
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Yushchenko supporters flash a V sign. 


Yushchenko youth movement. 

Despite the victory and emerging 
nostalgia, the denizens of the tent 
camp are not going anywhere yet. 
“Until he (Yushchenko) takes the 
oath, we are not moving,” says 
Mykola, a security guard for the 
camp from Vinnytsia, a western 
province. He admitted that could be 
another few weeks. 

“We will be here for the new 
year,’ he says. “We will drink cham- 
pagne in celebration, but that is all.” 
He adds that technically, it is still a 
dry camp, but for New Year’s Eve 
they will make an exception. 

Olha, 22, also from Vinnytsia, is 
cautiously optimistic. “We will hear 
president Yushchenko on New 
Year’s Eve.” Asked if she thought 
he would be officially president by 
then, she said: “I hope, but I know 
it will probably Ре a bit longer.” 

Over the week or so, I’ve spent 
time with the Vinnytsia sub-camp. 
The tent city is subdivided by oblasts 
(administrative regions) so it’s easier 
to find where one’s bed is. Most of 
them have been here since Nov. 22 
or 23. They look tired, but they’re 
not about to leave. Since I started 
talking with them, they almost look 
forward to my visits, although I’m 
sure they are more amused at this 
Canadian speaking to them in Ukrai- 


we. 
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Vendors selling orange scarves. 


nian. However, they welcome me 
with open arms, giving me tea and 
cookies as we sit and talk about the 
day’s events. 

Serhiy, a 24-year-old from 
Vinnytsia, forced me to sit and eat 
borscht with him. “This is how we 
do it in our country,” he said as he 
gave me the bowl. He wants to go 
home already, but knows he will stay 
until Yushchenko takes the oath. 

While the looming court chal- 
lenges are building, there is one 
thing for certain in the streets: 

“(All of) this has not been in 

ain,” says Olha, motioning with her 
arms around the tent city. “Yester- 
day was victory.” 

But it will take a few more days 
for victory to be official. 
Winnipegger Ruslan Tracz, who is 
interning as a journalist in Ukraine, 
has filed regularly for the Free Press 
during these historic events. 
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The Ukrainian News office will be closed from 
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Сергій Гармаш, Радіо Свобода 

Донецьк, 13 грудня 2004 - На Донеччині скоріше 
за все не буде референдуму про федералізацію 
України, хоча Віктор Янукович визнав наявність 
проблеми розділу України на Схід та Захід. 

Кінець минулого тижня в Донецьку був позначе- 
ний двома подіями, одна - засідання координаційної 
ради Міжрегіональної спілки органів місцевого 
самоврядування у п'ятницю і друга - виступ на 
мітингу своїх прибічників Віктора Януковича та 
його участь у телемості на ТРК " Україна" в суботу. 
Обидві події можна назвати знаковими, оскільки 
показують тенденції політичного руху регіону. 

Так Координаційна рада Міжрегіональної спілки, 
орган створений східними та південними областями 
на відомих зіздах в Северодонецьку та Харкові, 
рекомендувала обласним радам які входять до 
спілки, цитую "Тимчасово зняти питання про 
проведення місцевих опитувань з питань адмініс- 
тративно-територіального устрою держави та 
місцевого самоврядування". Керівники областей 
мотивували це змінами в Конституції, які розши- 
рюють права органів самоврядування. 

Тож, референдум, призначений на Донеччині з 
питань федеративного устрою України скоріше за 
все не відбудеться. 

Цікаво, що Віктор Янукович, який у п'ятницю 
вранці ще перебував в Донецьку, не брав участі у 


роботі Міжрегіональної спілки. Вдень він вилетів в 


Київ, де дав прес-конференцію, а в суботу знову 
повернувся в Донецьк. Тут він взяв участь у мітингу 


своїх прибічників. Треба відзначити, що, мабуть 


через вихідний день, але чисельність мітингуючих 
не перевищила 10 тисяч, що для Донецька, врахову-- 
ючи особисту присутність кандидата, здається 
неприродно малою цифрою. 

А от риторика кандидата у президенти не здиву- 
вала. "В нас з вами забрали перемогу, забрали 
незаконним способом. Ухваливши політичне 


бажаємо радости, щастя та 
кріпкого здоров'я 
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онецьку 
не відбудеться 


рішення, Верховний суд розписався в тому, що в нас 
немає 1 не працюють закони в нашій країні. I немає 
Конституції і немає Гаранта Конституції, який 
зобов'язаний був захистити наші з вами права" - 
заявив Віктор Янукович. Кандидат у президенти 
закликав своїх прибічників: "Нам необхідно як 
мінімум підтвердити результат голосування 21 
листопада. Я вас дуже прошу, давайте ми це зробимо 
разом з вами, і покажемо , що ми сила. Прошу, дорогі 
громадяни України, не дайте себе принизити, не 
дайте себе продати і не дайте продати нашу країну" 
- сказав Віктор Янукович. 

Про те що в разі не його перемоги, 7" Україною 
будуть керувати не українці, а буде хтось за її межа- 
ми, ті хто забезпечив перемогу," Янукович казав і в 
перебігу телемосту на ТРУ Україна після мітингу. 

Там же Янукович визнав наявність розподілу 
України на схід і захід, але висловив думку що це 
питання буде вирішене після виборів: "Я знаю, що 
люди вже втомились і на заході і на сході, від цього 
ї ніхто не бажає собі зла, або своїм дітям ніхто не 
хоче ніякої війни. І таке завдання ми повинні ставити 
ї шукати шляхи її рішення. В будь якому випадку я 
буду пропонувати політичним силам, які пред- 
ставляють ту сторону та своїм політичним силам 
сісти за стіл переговорів, обговорити це питання, 
Але я вважаю, що в будь якому випадку рішення 
цього питання, скоріше за все знайдеться після 
виборів". 

Також, Янукович, мабуть вперше, визнав наяв- 
ність фальсифікацій з обох сторін, тобто не тільки 
з боку Ющенка, як він казав раніше. "Звичайно, ми 
будемо посилати своїх представників у виборчі 
комісії на західну Україну, і будемо шукати способи 
щоб припинити фальсифікацію, яка була там і в 
першому i у другому турі. Ми знаємо, що нас дурили, 
включали у виборчі комісії начеб-то моїх людей, а 
насправді це були люди, які працювали на зворотній 
бік i була масова фальсифікація там також." 


В Донецьку припускають 
можливість четвертого туру 


i, 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL LTD. 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 
Ph.: 422-1397 Fax: 426-6179 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Щирі і сердечні побажання веселих 
Свят Різдва Христового та щасливого 
Нового Року! 


ВСІМ СВОЇМ КЛІЄНТАМ І ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ 


| MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
UKRAINIAN BOOKSTORE 


10215-97 ST. PO BOX 1640 
EDMONTON АВ TSJ 2N9 
CANADA 
Phone (780) 422-4255 
Toll Free 1-866-422-4255 


Fax (780) 425-1439 
e-mail ukrbkst@telusplanet.net 


www.ukrainianbookstore.com 


Сергій Гармаш, Радіо Свобода 

В Донецькому штабі Віктора Януковича припус- 
кають можливість четвертого туру виборів та відчу- 
вають дефіцит матеріальних ресурсів. 

“Ha сьогоднішній день, практично 10-15% насе- 
лення України будуть обмежені у виборчому праві, 
їм створюються штучні перешкоди", - таку заяву 
зробив 14-го грудня на прес-конференції в Донецьку 
заступник начальника Донецького штабу Віктора 
Януковича Владислав Лук'янов. Розвиваючи тему 
обмежень на право для домашнього голосування, 
ухвалених в поправках до закону "Про вибори 
Президента України", Владислав Лук'янов сказав: 

“Ha сьогоднішній день, тільки у Ворошилов- 
ському районі міста Донецька, за заявою ради 
ветеранів, ми маємо інформацію, що близько двох 
тисяч осіб не зможуть взяти участь у голосуванні. 
Вони не є інвалідами першої групи, але в них 
обмежені можливості руху". 

Далі пан Лук'янов провів елементарний підраху- 
нок, за яким виходить, що в кожному окрузі не 
зможуть проголосувати близько 5-7% виборців. A 
оскільки Ради ветеранів не охоплюють всіх людей 
похилого віку, то насправді, кількість тих, хто не 
зможе переголосувати, на думку Владислава 
Лук'янова, в Україні в цілому складе 10-15%. 

Політтехнолог відзначив, що вже зараз у зв'язку 
з обмеженнями виборчого права готуються позови 
до судів та звернення до депутатів. 

Можна припустити, що саме цей факт може бути 
покладений командою Януковича в основу вимоги 
визнання незаконними результатів переголосування 
26 грудня. Принаймні саму можливість ще одного 


переголосування Владислав Лук'янов припускає. На 
його думку, після 26 грудня події можуть розви- 
ватись за двома сценаріями: “3 одного боку, вибори 
не відбулись і будуть перевибори - це одна ситуація. 
Друга ситуація - це якщо переможе наш опонент". 

В разі, якщо вибори не відбудуться і будуть приз- 
начені нові перевибори, Владислав Лук'янов заявив, 
що команда Януковича буде брати в них участь. "Ми 
переможемо", - сказав Лук'янов. Навіть якщо й 
третій, четвертий тур відбудеться, то, заявив Лук'я- 
нов, до Нового року "ми не узнаємо нового прези- 
дента" . Ось як він це пояснює: 

«Навіть якщо ЦВК порахувала все, далі почина- 
ють працювати юристи та юридичні управління 
штабів кандидатів і починають оспорювати, роз- 
глядати протоколи, розглядати порушення і там це 
затягується, всі ці питання та процедури. Тому я 
думаю, що швидко це не відбудеться. Буде визнаний 
чи Hi... Може навіть спеціально зроблять такий 
закон, щоб наступний етап голосування також був 
визнаний недійсним. В мене такий сумнів виникає, 
коли я прочитав сам закон". 

Разом з цим донецький політтехнолог Януковича 
розповів журналістам, що місцевий штаб кандидата 
відчуває дефіцит матеріальних ресурсів. 

“Ha третій eran кампанії сильно ніхто не розра- 
ховував, ми вважали, що живемо в демократичній 
державі, в якій передача влади буде здійснюватися 
згідно із законом. Але цього не відбулось, і ми зараз 
працюємо... ресурсів трошки не вистачає". 

Заступник керівника донецького штабу Януко- 
вича попросив всіх охочих перераховувати кошти 


на рахунок Партії регіонів. 


Перспективи дострокових виборів в Одесі 


Петро Каландирець, Радіо Свобода 

Одеса, 21 грудня 2004 - Напередодні повторного 
голосування на виборах Президента України, серед 
тем, які найчастіше обговорюють в Одесі, залиша- 
ються - перспективи проведення дострокових BHOO— 
рів міського голови. Приводом для такої дискурсії 
стали не лише події на майдані Незалежності у 
Києві, але і наздзвичайно низький рейтинг довіри 
діючому міському голові Руслану Боделану, який 
взяв активну участь у ініційованій губернаторами 
кількох східних областей кампанії публічних зак-- 
ликів до сепаратизму. 

На думку місцевих аналітиків, ідею дострокового 


переобрання Руслана Боделана підтримують не 
лише прихильники Віктора Ющенка, але і більшість 
тих мешканців Одеси, які голосували у другому турі 
виборів за Віктора Януковича. Місцеві спостерігачі 
переконані, що подібнє ставлення обумовлене 
кількома причинами, найбільш помітними з яких є 
корупція у міських органах влади, провал житлово- 
комунальної реформи, жорстка цензура у місцевих 
засобах масової інформації. 

Заяви, що з'явилися останнім часом в одеській пресі 
від окремих представників опозиції та провладного 
табору, сприймаються громадською думкою як 
підготовка до початку дострокових виборів мера. 
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Edmontonians react with 
tears, cheers to Ukraine vote 


Night of optimism for crowd watching results 


By Archie McLean, 
The Edmonton Journal, Dec. 27, 2004 

Olga Maryschuk had tears in her eyes Sunday 
evening (Dec. 26) as she watched election results trickle 
in from Ukraine. 

“Maybe we are a poor country,” she said. “But we 
have ... ,” she paused to find the words in English. “We 
have a big spirit.” 

Maryschuk came to Canada in 1996, and most of 
her family still lives in Ukraine. At various points on 
Sunday evening, she bounced in her chair, wiped tears 
from her cheeks, cheered the TV and explained her 
optimism for Ukraine. 

“It’s going to take a long time to get things just right,” 
she said. “But at least now we have democracy.” 

Maryschuk and her husband, Eugene, were among 
almost 150 people who crowded into the Ukrainian 
Youth Complex Sunday night. 

They wore orange, they drank Obolon and Slavutich 
(Ukrainian beer), they ate sausage and watched elec- 
tion coverage projected on to the white walls of the 
gymnasium. 

It was a night of optimism for the crowd, which over- 
whelmingly supported the western-minded candidate 


Many in the crowd had gathered in the same spot 
last month to watch the previous election. At that time, 
Yushchenko lost to his Russian-backed opponent, 
Viktor Yanukovych. 

When Volodymyr Boychuk left the country in 1990, 
Ukraine was still under Soviet control. 

"І could never imagine in my wildest dreams that 
I’d live through two Ukrainian revolutions,” he said. 

Boychuk, decked out in an orange shirt, said the most 
recent “orange revolution” will usher in more perma- 
nent changes. 

“In 1991, it was a revolution from the top, this time 
it is from the people,” he said. 

Many who gathered in Edmonton said technology 
played an integral part in this revolution. People from 
around the world have followed the drama using means 
unheard of just five years ago — blogs, streaming tele- 
vision and radio. 

Indeed, Sunday’s event featured coverage from 
Ukraine’s Channel 5, an independent station that was 
banned in parts of the country during the last election. 

All the excitement made for a special Christmas for 
the Maryschuks. 

“Christ is born and a new Ukraine is born,” Olga 


Viktor Yushchenko. 


said. 


Yanukovych campaign tries to discredit Canadian MP 


(UkrNews)—For the first time in 
the Ukrainian election crisis, an at- 
tempt has been made to discredit a 
Canadian parliamentarian sent to en- 
sure that the presidential election 
held on Dec. 26 is transparent and 
democratic. 

Dec 23 and Dec 24, Victor Yanu- 
kovych’s campaign manager, Taras 
Chornovil appeared on Ukrainian 
state television and attempted to dis- 
credit one of the key figures of the 
Canadian parliamentary delegation, 
Canadian MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj. 
Chornovil said “from the statements 
made by Canadian Member of Par- 
liament Borys Wrzesnewskyj, it is 
obvious that he is calling for a coup 
d'état”. Chornovil provided no ba- 
sis for his accusation and his use of 
unfounded allegations harks back to 
Soviet techniques of disinformation. 

“This baseless criticism of my 
work as a Canadian parliamentarian 


in supporting fairness and democ- 
racy in Ukraine’s election process 
can only be interpreted as obvious 
disinformation spread for the pur- 
pose of discrediting my work and 
the strong steps taken by the Cana- 
dian government in support of de- 
mocracy in Ukraine.” said 
Wrzesnewskyj en-route to the city 
of Kharkiv in eastern Ukraine to 
observe the elections. “What makes 
Mr. Chornovil and Mr. Yanukovych 
uneasy is that since the first round 
of elections, Canadian observers 
have been neutral and they have 
taken an unprecedented role in the 
uncovering of fraud, particularly in 
the 2nd round of voting.” 

As a result of the observations of 
Canadian observers and two parlia- 
mentary delegations led by Wrzes- 
newskyj in the previous two rounds 
of the presidential election in 
Ukraine, the House of Commons 


Orange scarves labour of love 
for Winnipeg woman 


By Carol Sanders, Winnipeg Free Press, Dec 18, 2004 

For weeks, Luba Huk has been busy in her basement making orange 
scarves. The energetic grandmother in her late 70s is donating her time 
and effort to raise money for the protesters in Independence Square in 


Kyiv. 


“This has turned into a huge thing, 


* said Huk’s daughter Arusia Leskaw. 


Her petite widowed mother is the driving force producing the scarves. 
The donated orange mufflers are being snapped up by people around 
the city who want to show their support for free and fair elections in 


Ukraine. 


Orange is the colour of presidential candidate Viktor Yushchenko, con- 
sidered the champion of Western-style democracy. 

Huk came to Canada with her parents as a teen and later opened the 
first Ukrainian-language nursery school in Winnipeg. She operated the 
nursery school for years, said her grown daughter. “She has taught thou- 
sands of Ukrainian people in this community.” 

The woman who is now retired and hard of hearing belongs to Plast, a 


unanimously passed a motion spon- 
sored by Wrzesnewskyj on Nov. 25 
which underscored that "а concerted, 
systemic and massive fraud” had 
been committed against the will of 
the people of Ukraine, that “the elec- 
toral commission does not have a 
legitimate basis for declaring Mr. 
Yanukovych the winner of the presi- 
dential election” and that “the Gov- 
ernment of Canada shall consider the 
introduction of appropriate and ef- 
fective measures” against those who 
perpetrated the fraud should another 
round of elections not be held to rem- 
edy the situation. 


UCCLA welcomes 
redress initiative 


(UCCLA)—The Ukrainian Canadian community on Dec. 7 welcomed 
the introduction before the House of Commons of MP (Dauphin-Swan 
River-Marquette) Inky Mark’s Bill C 331 — The Ukrainian Canadian 
Restitution Act. 

Commenting for the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association, 
UCCLA Special Projects Director Borys Sydoruk, said: 

“The Conservative Party of Canada, the New Democratic Party, and 
the Bloc Quebecois have all previously confirmed their support for this 
initiative. As well, we have been very pleased to see that many MPs on 
the government side of the House have also realized that the time has 
come for an honourable resolution of our community’s long-standing calls 
for recognition, restitution and reconciliation. 

“We therefore anticipate that this bill will be passed by Parliament and, 
subsequently, by the Senate of Canada. That would be particularly wel- 
come now, while the last known survivor of Canada’s first national in- 
ternment operations, Mary Manko Haskett, remains alive to bear witness 
to the righting of a historic injustice, and at a time when the world’s atten- 
tion is focused on the struggle for liberty in Ukraine. At times such as 
these we are all reminded of the need for remaining vigilant in defence of 
human rights and civil liberties.” 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят ma 
щасливого Нового Року. 


BRIAN MASON, MLA 
EDMONTON HIGHLANDS-NORWOOD 
. 100, 8930 Jasper Avenue 
414-0682 


May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace and 
Happiness now and throughout the New Year. 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


Self Contained Residence Гог Seniors 
Незалежна Резиденція для Сеньйорів 


St. Andrew's 
Ukrainian Selo 
8025 - 101 Ave., Edmonton 

Ph.: (780) 469-4141 


¢ 5 blocks from St. Andrew's Parish 
¢ Taxi Service provided to Church 


¢ Located on Bus Route 
¢ Central Court Yard 


« Lounge Areas for Visiting 


» Seniors Club 


» Social Activities 
жжж 


5 бльоків від Собору Св. Андрєя 
» Обслуга Таксі до церкви 
 Приміщене при автобусовій лінії 


» Центральний парк 


Ukrainian Dnipro 
: Senior Citizen's Home 
11030 - 107 Ave., Edmonton 
Ph.: (780) 425-5097 


1 block from St. John's Cathedral 
- 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 
» Near Bus Route 
* Chapel in Building 
* Lounge Areas for visiting 
¢ Seniors Club 
* Social Activities 
жжж 


1 бльок від Катедри Св. Івана 

e 2 бльоки від комплексу крамниць 
¢ Близько автобусової лінії 
Каплиця в будинку 


Ukrainian cultural and educational organization like Scouts. It operates іп 
Ukrainian communities around the world, helping to keep alive the Ukrai- 
nian language and nationalism, said Leskaw. 

Huk belongs to the seniors wing of Plast, and came up with the plan to 
make scarves out of her patriotism and eagerness to help, said Leskaw. 
“She came to Canada in the 1940s and she’s excited about what’s going 
on there now,” said Leskaw. 

What’s going on is an election that’s seen as vital to Ukraine’s indepen- 
dence, something that is drilled into Ukrainian Canadians from the time 
they are small children, said Leskaw. 

The orange scarves are popular, and are available while supplies last at 
the Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre and at Saints Vladimir and 
Olga on McGregor Street after Sunday services, she said. 


« Приміщення для відвідин 
 Клюб сеньйорів 
» Суспільні програми 


¢ Приміщення для відвідин 
 Клюб сеньйорів 
Суспільні програми 


Rent: 30% of Total Income 
Рент: 30% від цілої платні | 
Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 
Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство 
Марлін Крокош - Адміністратор 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Веселих Свят та 
Щасливого Нового Року! 
Season's Greetings 
й) from 
ST. PETRO MOHYLA INSTITUTE 
A Ukrainian Orthodox Students’ Residence 


‘Ensuring Our Future Through Commitment to Youth” 


Deserée Wiebe - Aogmnistrator John Senkiw - Chairman 
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Веселих Свят 
Різдва 
Христового 
та 
Щасливого 


Нового Року 


Sacrengitre CTOAU, + 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, українським 
Церквам, церковним, громадським 1 політичним 
організаціям та нашому членству і прихильникам 
бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


Ділимося сумною вісткою, що 22-го жовтня 2004 р. 
в Торонті упокоїлася у Бозі в Пансіоні ім. Івана Франка, 


на 99-у році життя, наша найдорожча 


Мама, Бабця, Прабабця 
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Польська "Вільна Україна? 
завершила "помаранчеві? акції 


Володимир Павлів, Радіо Свобода 

Варшава, 22 грудня 2004 - Місячний ювілей 
"помаранчевої революції" відзначали також і в 
Варшаві. Увечері 21 грудня понад сто учасників 
ініціативи "Вільна Україна" вручили лупу речникові 
польського Міністерства закордонних справ, щоб 
польські дипломати і спостерігачі добре пригля- 
далися до процесу голосування на виборах прези-- 
дента України. Після цього під вікнами посольства 
України відбулося спільне виконання польських та 
українських колядок, а також обмін побажаннями з 
нагоди Різдвяних свят, але в контексті українських 
президентських виборів. Цим святково-політичним 
гепенінгом ініціатива "Вільна Україна" завершила 
серію так званих "помаранчевих акцій», котрі впро- 
довж місяця щоденно відбувалися в польській столиці. 

Ініціатива "Вільна Україна" виникла внаслідок 
об'єднання зусиль групи польських студентів із 
варшавських навчальних закладів та неформального 
об'єднання громадян України під назвою "Наш вибір 
- Україна". Першу маніфестацію під посольством 
України у Варшаві ці групи провели ще 20 лис- 
топада, напередодні другого туру президентських 
виборів в Україні, під гаслами "За чесні та демо- 
кратичні вибори". 

Уже на другий день після виборів ця ж ініціативна 
група почала проводити акції солідарності з учас- 
никами так званої (помаранчевої революції" в Києві. 
Акції стали щоденними, а участь у них брало щораз 
більше людей. Останній мітинг під посольством 
України був нагодою не лише привітати один одного 
і подякувати всім за підтримку, але й зробити перші 
висновки. 

Кореспондент "Свободи" запитав у кількох 
учасників акції, чим для них був цей місяць 
польсько-українських протестів. 

Першим узяв слово ініціатор створення нефор- 
мального об'єднання "Наш вибір - Україна" Ростис- 
лав Крамар: «Унаслідок цих акцій тема України 
стала близькою пересічному полякові. Унаслідок 
акцій, які відбувалися і тут, у Варшаві, і в інших 


містах, унаслідок того, що діялося в польських Me— 
діях, тема України опинилася на вустах пересічного 
поляка, і причому в позитивному контексті». 

Думку українського колеги повністю розділяє 
студентка варшавського університету, одна з лідерок 
ініціативи "Вільна Україна? Малгожата Волиньчик: 
«Під посольством українці знайомилися з поляками, 
i то на дуже близькому, дуже приятельському рівні. 
І хоч це зовсім чужі люди, у дуже різному віці, але 
вони знайшли спільну мову в цій ситуації». 

Однак "помаранчеві акції" під посольством Украї- 
ни в Варшаві приваблювали не лише поляків та укра- 
їнців. Сюди приходили представники багатьох країн 
1 народів - зокрема, й тих, котрі бажали б своїм наро- 
дам здобутися на те, що продемонстрували українці. 
Були тут і білоруси, і росіяни, і молдавани, і інші, 

На останньому мітингу особливо помітною була 
група в'єтнамців із оранжевими шарфами. Що їх 
привело на цю акцію, пояснила активістка в'єтнам- 
ської спільноти у Польщі Тон Ван Ан: «Те, що сьо- 
годні є в Україні, є мрією для в'єтнамців, для кож- 
ного в'єтнамця, що прагне свободи». 

Наука, яку дала світові українська "помаранчева 
революція", виявилася корисною не лише для наро- 
дів, котрі мають проблеми зі свободою та демокра- 
тією. Не менш важливим вона виявилась і для людей 
із цілком благополучних країн, втім і Польщі. Про 
це під час мітингу говорив лідер "Вільної України? 
Яцек Каштелянєц: «Я хотів би подякувати україн- 
цям. Хочу вам подякувати за те, що ви розбудили 
нас до діяльності. Що ви нам показали, що в житті є 
насправді важливі речі - такі, як свобода і демо- 
кратія». 

Учасники акції під посольством України вислов- 
лювали надію на те, що після 26 грудня їм уже не 
доведеться збиратися на мітинги протесту. Однак 
напрацьовані контакти вони теж не збираються 
втрачати. Яцек Каштелянєц не виключає, що ініці- 
ативу "Вільна Україна" вдасться перетворити на 
постійно діючу структуру, спрямовану на зміцнення 
українсько-польської дружби. 


Польські спостерігачі міняють Різдво 
на "помаранчеву революцію" 


Дружина бл. п. Константина 


cB. ni. 


НАТАЛІЯ МАРІЯ МЕДВІДСЬКА 


з роду Лебедовичів 


магістер фармації, довгі роки власниця аптеки ,,Санітас", 
довголітня членкиня Свято-Миколаївської Парафіїї 
i Ліги Українських Католицьких Жінок у Торонті. 


Похорон відбувся 26-го жовтня 2004 р. 
в церкві св. о, Миколая, а відтак на кладовищі , Проспект". 


В глибокому смутку про молитви за спокій душі покійної просять: 


син о - Богдан 


син  - Володимир з дружиною Світляною 
внуки - Юрій, Тамара, Ярослав з дружиною Марітцою, 
- Тетяна з мужем Вінчензом і правнуком Марком 


родини - Лебедовичів, Макаревичів, Сидораків, Цибульських, 
Комісар-Равич, Проциків, Барановських, Бенешів, Глібовичів 


Ближча і дальша родина в ЗША, Европі та в Україні 


Вічна Їй Пам'ять! 


Складаємо найщирішу подяку 


Всім опікунам, духовенству, медсестрам, лікарям д-рові |. Гадачеві і д-рові 
П. Яцикові з Пансіону ім. Івана Франка за їхню довголітню люблячу опіку над 
за  уділення 
Єлейопомазання і Святих Тайн; о. д-рові Р. Лобаєві та сослужащим отцям о. 
П. Стецюкові, о. митр. Д. Паньківу, о. Д. Ганчарику, о. Б. Сліпому і дякам за 
похоронні відправи, панахиди і відправу Святих Літургій; а родині, друзям та 


нашою ммамою; о. fl. IBaxipy, капелянові 


учасникам за вияв співчутття, квіти, молитви, замовлені Святі Літургії й 


пожертви, замість квітів, на наступні цілі: 


Свято-Миколаївську Парафію в сумі 51,955 
Архів Українського Фольклору при Альбертському Університеті 


в сумі 51,400 


Пансіон ім. Івана Франка в сумі 52,230 


З глибокою вдячністю, 


сини Богдан і Володимир з родиною 


Володимир Павлів, Радіо Свобода 

Варшава, 21 грудня 2004 - За виборами 
президента України 26 грудня спостерігали 
понад 12 тисяч міжнародних спостерігачів. 
Найчисельнішу національну групу серед 
европейців складали поляки. Кілька тисяч 
громадян Польщі, у значній мірі - представ- 
ників студентської молоді, віддали перевагу 
участі у контролеві за українськими вибо- 
рами, відмовляючись від традиційного від- 
значення Різдва, котре згідно з опитуван- 
нями, є найулюбленішим святом поляків. 

Польська преса цей порив молодих поля-- 
ків на підтримку української (помаранчевої 
революції" називає "комплексом" чи "син- 
дромом "Солідарності", тобто анти-кому-- 
ністичного руху, котрий у Польщі 20 років 
тому також збирав під свої знамена міль- 
йони людей. Тому не дивно, що серед ліде- 
рів студентської ініціативи "Вільна Укра- 
їна" у Варшаві можна зустріти чимало 
прізвищ, добре знаних з часів "Солідар- 
ності". От тільки імена інші - бо нинішні 
активісти - це діти активістів тодішніх. 
Наші батьки мали у своєму житті “Comi— 
дарність" - кажуть вони і додають, що теж 
хотіли б пережити подібні величні момен-- 
ти. Студенти скаржаться, що їхнє поколін- 
ня є досить пасивним і що багатьом з них 
не вистачає чогось такого як " помаранчева 
революція". Тому за неї варто пожерт- 
вувати родинним святковим затишком -- 
говорить "Свободі" студент варшавської 
політехніки Пьотр: 

Говорить студент-спостерігач: "Такі 
свята будуть ще не один раз. А те, що зараз 
відбувається в Україні, це щось таке, що 
вже більше не повториться". 

Для відправки в Україну додаткових 
спостерігачів від Польщі, польський уряд 
виділив майже 90 тисяч доларів. Ініціатива 
"Вільна Україна" вишле 230 спостерігачів, 
хоч бажаючих було понад 500. Один з 
лідерів Ініціативи Яцек Каштелянєц гово-- 
рить, що кандидатів відбирали дуже ста- 
ранно, оскільки роль спостерігача є не 
лише почесною, але й відповідальною. Про 


це ж напередодні виїзду в Україну говорив 
i керівник Східноєвропейського Об'єд- 
нання “IEE” Павел Казанецький: 

Говорить Павел Казанецький: "Передусім 
я хотів би підкреслити, що міжнародні 
спостерігачі творять особливу атмосферу. 
І дуже важливо, щоб це були люди 
об'єктивні, особи, які не проявляють CHM— 
патій до жодної зі сторін політичного спору 
під час виборів". 

Ті ж, хто не може стати спостерігачем 
хоч би через те, що не досяг іще 24-річного 
віку, виявляють свою солідарність із учас-- 
никами "помаранчевої революції" в інший 
спосіб. Роль київського Майдану Незалеж-- 
ності в мініатюрі відіграє в польській CTO— 
лиці оранжевий намет, що на зламі лис-- 
топада та грудня з'явився під посольством 
України. З того часу тут днюють іночують, 
змінюючись ротаційно, молоді люди з 
різних міст та навчальних закладів Польщі 
- поляки, українці, білоруси та інші. Як і 
на Майдані, мешканцям оранжевого намету 
у Варшаві активно допомагають мешканці 
та гості польської столиці. Привозять їжу, 
каву i чай, апельсини, мандарини, часом 
дають гроші, а інколи й запрошують до 
дому з пропозицією прийняти гарячий душ 
чи просто зігрітися. 

Міхал, один із молодих поляків, що в 
даний момент мешкають у наметі, сказав 
кореспондентові "Свободи", що їх зігріває 
більш за все тепле ставлення людей: "Тут 
дуже добре. Цінним є, що люди так до цього 
ставляться. Поляки і українці - це на- 
справді таке поєднання знизу". 

Стабільністю в сусідній Україні є одним 
з головних мотивів зовнішньополітичної 
активності Польщі - говорить міністр 
закордонних справ Польщі Влодзімеж 
Цімошевич. 7 Уявіть собі, що сталось би, 
якщо б нам довелося у грудні приймати в 
себе десятки тисяч біженців з України?" — 
звернувся польський міністр 20-го грудня 
до студентів у місті Бялисток і додав: "Це 
була б ціна нестабільності за східним кор- 
доном Польщі". 
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CIUS Election Monitoring 


By Bohdan Klid 

(CIUS)—When the Canadian In- 
stitute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) 
undertook the Ukraine Transparency 
and Election Monitoring Project 
(UTEMP) it was not clear what kind 
of an impact it would have in 
Ukraine, or if it would succeed in 
raising the awareness of Canadians 
about the upcoming presidential 
election there. UTEMP was offi- 
cially launched on Sept. 10 when 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj, a Member of 
Parliament and Toronto business- 
man, visited CIUS to present a 
$250,000 cheque on behalf of his 
family’s charitable foundation 
“Dopomoha Ukraini-Aid to 
Ukraine.” James Jacuta headed the 
project for CIUS, while the non- 
governmental organization Commu- 
nity Energy Foundation was CIUS’s 
partner in Ukraine. 

UTEMP sent 26 people —a good 
number of them high-profile Cana- 
dians — to Ukraine under the aus- 
pices of the project. Some, such as 
Gordon Ashworth, the former Na- 
tional Campaign Director for the 
Liberal Party of Canada, were in- 
volved in designing and delivering 
seminars on election laws, policies 
and procedures for local election 
officials and scrutineers. Training 
sessions were held in Kyiv, but also 
in regional centres like Sumy, 
Luhansk, Kharkiv, Poltava and 
Kirovohrad. To complement the 
training seminars, project staff also 
designed an informative Web site, 
and printed and distributed an Elec- 
tion Newsletter for observers and 
others. 

UTEMP was involved with train- 
ing over 1,000 local Ukrainian ob- 
servers. This was useful and needed, 
as documented in a Sept. 20 letter 
from Yaroslav Davydovych of 
Ukraine’s Central Election Commis- 
sion. However, direct monitoring of 
the election process by Canadian 
UTEMP observers turned out to be 
of crucial importance, especially on 
the second round of voting on Noy. 
21. Several of them made long term 
commitments in Ukraine from Sep- 


James Jacuta 


tember on, spending most of their 
time in regional centres outside of 
Kyiv. As the election campaign un- 
folded, they documented many elec- 
toral law violations. The Supreme 
Court of Ukraine ruled on Dec. 3 
that the election on Nov. 21, was 
invalid. 

Of particular importance were the 
observer missions of Canadian 
Members of Parliament supported 
by UTEMP, which included Bernard 
Bigras (Montreal Rosemont — Bloc 
Quebecois), Peter Goldring (Ed- 
monton East - Conservative), David 
Kilgour (Edmonton-Beaumont - 
Liberal), Judy Wasylycia-Leis 
(Winnipeg North — New Democrat), 
and Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Etobi- 
coke Centre - Liberal). Another 
UTEMP-sponsored parliamentarian 
who went to Ukraine as an observer 
was Senator David Smith. On the 
eve of the Nov. 21 vote, he, Wrzes- 
newskyj and Kilgour co-wrote the 
article “Don’t stuff Ukraine’s ballot 
boxes,” published in the National 
Post in which they highlighted cases 
of election fraud and abuse. The 
Canadian govern-ment’s swift and 
decisive announcement not to rec- 
ognize the officially announced re- 
sults of the Nov. 21 vote was in part 
due to the reports of the parliamen- 
tarians who witnessed serious elec- 
toral law infractions leading up to 


Project makes an impact 


and during the runoff vote itself. 

UTEMP also focused part of its 
activities and resources on inform- 
ing the Canadian media about the 
presidential election in Ukraine, es- 
pecially the irregularities. The 
project’s media director, John Mraz, 
penned the sensational article “In the 
shadow land of lies,’ which ap- 
peared in the Nov. 18 issue of the 
Globe and Mail. The article was 
based оп a clandestine meeting with 
officers of Kharkiv’s Ministry of In- 
ternal Affairs, in which they de- 
scribed electoral law violations lead- 
ing up to and during the first round 
of voting perpetrated by government 
authorities in support of their 
anointed candidate, Viktor Yanu- 
kovych. In cities across Canada lo- 
cal newspapers also carried articles 
on the election. In Edmonton, many 
articles appeared in the Edmonton 
Journal, which either featured or 
mentioned the activities of Canadi- 
ans in Ukraine and the UTEMP 
project. 

The “Orange Revolution” in 
Ukraine, which was triggered by the 
massive electoral fraud perpetrated 
by pro-Yanukovych officials, inten- 
sified the spotlight of the world’s 
media on Ukraine. MPs Wrzesnew- 
skyj and Goldring were featured 
several times in national TV broad- 
casts by both the CBC and CTV 
networks from Kyiv. A one-page in- 
terview with Jacuta, “A ‘Gro- 
tesquely Corrupted’ Result,” was 
published in the Dec. 6 issue of 
Maclean's. The CBC Radio pro- 
gram, “The Current” featured an 
extensive interview with Toronto 
businessman Jack Rabinovitch, 
founder of the prestigious Giller 
Prize in Canadian literature, who 
also went to Ukraine as an observer 
under the auspices of UTEMP. 

Although events are still unfold- 
ing, it is not too soon to conclude 
that the UTEMP project made a 
solid contribution to the interna- 
tional monitoring effort and its role 
in raising the awareness of Canadi- 
ans to what was taking place in 
Ukraine was substantial. 


PCUH founder honoured with Queen’s Jubilee Medal 


By Rev. M. Tataryn 


The Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage (PCUH) and St. 
Thomas More College has announced that on Nov. 19 Senator Raynell 
Andreychuk presented Dr. Bohdan Kordan with the Commemorative 
Medal for the Golden Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The 
medal, part of the Canadian Honours System established in 1967, is 
awarded to Canadians who have made a significant contribution to their 
fellow citizens, their community and to Canada. 

In 1998 Dr. Kordan became the Founding Director of the PCUH and it 
has been his energy and vision which have enlivened the Centre’s work 
over the past six years. Of particular significance was his spearheading 
the Eaton Internment Project. 

Dr. Kordan is a graduate of the University of Toronto (Hons. BA, 1977) 
and Carleton University (MA, 1981), He earned his PhD from Arizona 
State University in 1988. Currently Professor of International Relations 
in the Department of Political Studies, St. Thomas More College, he has 
been with the U of S since 1993. Prior to coming to the U of S, he held 
research and teaching positions at the University of Alberta (1982-85), 
Grant MacEwan College (1988-93) and was invited to the U of T (Erindale 
College) as a Visiting Research Professor in 1990-91. His current research 
interests include the politics of state/minority relations with specific ref- 
erence to Ukrainian Canadians. Dr. Kordan has been an adviser to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress for many years. 

Professor Kordan is widely published. His most recent books include 
the PCERII research sponsored project Ukrainian Canadians and the 
Canada Census, 1981-1996 (Saskatoon: Heritage Press, 2000); Canada 
and the Ukrainian Question, 1939-45: A Study in Statecraft (Montreal- 
Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2001); Enemy Aliens, Pris- 
oners of War: Internment during the Great War (Montreal-Kingston: 
McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2002); and A Bare and Impolitic Right: 
Internment and Ukrainian-Canadian Redress (Montreal-Kingston: McGill- 
Queen’s University Press, 2004). 


WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


May Christmas and the Holiday season 
bring you prosperities and happiness! 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE - 10123-99 STREET - EDMONTON, ALBERTA - T5J ЗНІ 
TEL (780) 423-6671 FAX (780) 420-6327 


Бажаю Bam, миру, 
радости та любови 


в цю святочну пору. 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


| Janice Melnychuk 


Councillor 


Phone: 780-496-8333 
Fax: 780-496-8113 


Janice.melnychuk@edmonton.ca 


Вітаємо з Різдвом Христовим 
та Новим Роком! 


Інститут св. Володимира - 
Культурний центр та студентський 
Тогопіо 


гуртожиток 
Across the street from U of T 


¢ Convenient public transportation to 
most universities and colleges 

° Meai plan 

Internet access in every room 

Join any Ukrainian program in our 

cultural centre 


ST. VLADIMIR INSTITUTE 


620 Spadina Ave. Toronto, ON М55 2H4 
tel.: 416-923-3318; fax: 416-923-8266 
e-mail: svi@stvladimir.ca 


View us on www.stvladimir.ca 
YEP ENE Ye YEE YOrNE YRRE Yorat 


e Student residence in the heart of 


аа 


яз 


The Edmonton Symphony Огспезіга'5 
Ukrainian Christmas Celebration 


With special guests Skumka Dancers, Ukrainian choirs, John Stetch & more! 
Tickets starting at $21 - student & senior discounts available (agency fees apply) 


: 
| A high-energy spectacle of music, dance & tradition! 


EDMONTON JOURNAL 


Saturday, January 8, 2005 
Winspear Centre 8 pm 


For tickets and information call 428-1414 
or visit www.edmontonsymphony.com 


«Найкращі побажання із святами Різдва 
Христового, Нового Року та Богоявлення!» 


ST. JOHN'S INSTITUTE 


(A Ukrainian Orthodox Students’ Residence) 


Orest Mulka 


Chairman 


Paul Bodnar 
Executive Director 


11024-82 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB 
T6G 0T2 


Tel.: 439-2320 
Fax: 439-0989 
Res: 439-5788 


E-mail: stjohns@supernet.ab.ca 
www.stjohnsinstitute.com 


Ваш банк повинен 


допомогти Вам охопити дух 
і сповнити Ваші побажання 
Дім Української Дорадчої Ради 
Delton Branch 

12809 - 82 Street 


Задзвоніть до Ruth: 496-2338 
a6o Kathy: 496-2114 


Все що Ваш банк повинен бути"М 
S CAPITAL CITY SAVINGS 


Season's Greetings! 
Веселих Свят ma щасливого Нового Року! 


Welcome to the Shevchenko Museum! 
Ласкаво Просимо до Музею Шевченка! 


Open Monday to Friday 
9:30 am - Noon 
Wednesday & Thursday 
from 1 pm to 4pm 
And by Appointment 


Taras Shevchenko Museum 
1614 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M6P 1A7 
tel: 416 534-8662 
fax: 416 535-1063 


Museum ... Art Gallery ... Library 


FREE ADMISSION - DONATION APPRECIATED 
Visit us at www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/ 


SOLD OUT IN UKRAINE 
STILL AVAILABLE IN CANADA 


На Скрижалях Історії 
Facts of History 


Archival documents on relations between 
Ukraine and the Ukrainian-Canadian 
community mid-1940s - late 1980s. 


$70.00 plus Postage & Handling $5.00 


NEW PUBLICATION 


Роздуми на мосту з 
двобічним рухом 
Reflections on a Bridge with 
Traffic Both Ways 
Canada-Ukraine Relations in 


Interviews and Essays 
Dedicated to Alberta's 100th Celebrations 


$14.95 plus Postage & Handling $5.00 


Alberta Ukrainian Heritage Foundation 
3627 - 106A Street, Edmonton, AB T6J 1A7 
Tel/Fax: 780-434-7903 
E-mail: marshalln@interbaun.comn 
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Свободи? відзначає 


прогрес демократії в Україні 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Україна увійшла до трійки пост-радянських 
держав, в яких за останній рік відбулося покращення 
стану демократії. Так вважають експерти амери-- 
канської правозахисної організації "Дім Свободи", 
які оприлюднили свій щорічний огляд демокра- 
тичних тенденцій у світі. Україна, разом з Естонією, 
покращили свої показники у забезпеченні громадян-- 
ських свобод, а Грузія розширила гарантовані грома-- 
дянам політичні права. Водночас, за висновками 
"Дому Свободи," у чотирьох інших пост-радянських 
державах - Росії, Білорусі, Вірменії та Литві - стан 
демократії погіршився. Зокрема, як наголошують 
експерти, внаслідок значного обмеження політичних 
прав, Росія, вперше з 1989 року, опинилася у групі 
держав, що визнаються організацією як "невільні". 

Головним уроком 2004 року експерти "Дому 
Свободи" вважають ефективність громадянського 
протесту як способу досягнення політичних змін у 
недемократичних державах. Як зазначається у звіті 
організації, останні протестні акції в Україні та Грузії 
довели, що навіть за умов обмеження демократичних 
свобод, вибори можуть стати поштовхом до пова-- 
лення напівавторитарних режимів. Адже, саме від- 
верта маніпуляція виборчим процесом та 
фальсифікація його результатів викликають різке 


суспільне невдолення, яке висловлюється у формі 
протестних акцій. Водночас, у державах так званої 
"керованої демократії", до яких належать більшість 
колишніх радянських республік, сформована дос- 
татня правова база для розвитку демократичних 
інститутів. Тому, як зазначається у звіті "Дому 
Свободи", протести лише покликані змусити владу 
керуватися буквою та духом закону. 

На відміну від України та Грузії, де вибори таки 
дозволили мобілізувати суспільство на захист гро- 
мадянських прав, значні порушення під час прези- 
дентських виборів у Росії не викликали громад- 
ського спротиву. Тому, як вказується у звіті 
правозахисиків, за минулий рік влада обмежила 
політичні права росіян до рівня радянських часів. 
Пояснює директок офісу "Дому Свободи? у країнах 
Центральної та Східної Європи Джон Кубінєц: 

"Загалом можна сказати, що Росія зробила най-- 
більший крок назад серед усіх пост-радянських дер-- 
жавах. Головними проблемами були централізація 
влади, посилення тиску на ЗМІ, тиск на громадські 
організації, зокрема проведення невиправданих 
податкових інспекцій та інші форми тиску. І серйозні 
питання стосовно виборчого процесу, зокрема щодо 
останніх президентських виборів, які були визнані 
невільними та несправедливими." 


Проблеми дітей заробітчан 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Однією з найгостріших проблем на Прикарпатті 
зараз є догляд та виховання дітей заробітчан. Тисячі 
хлопчиків та дівчаток покинуті батьками під опіку 
дідусів або бабусь або ж за ними практично ніхто 
не доглядає. Фахівці відзначають, що підростає ціле 
покоління, яке не має жодного уявлення про те, якою 
повинна бути сім'я. Ще кілька років - i Wi діти, які 
стануть дорослими, становитимуть серйозну соці- 
альну проблему для держави. 

Жодна офіційна державна установа на Прикар- 
патті не може назвати точної кількості галичан, які 
працюють за кордоном. Згідно з даними, які подає 
обласна держадміністрація, це всього лиш кілька 
тисяч. Натомість громадські організації заявляють: 
за кордоном нелегально працює не менше трьохсот 
тисяч мешканців Івано-Франківщини. Недаремно, 
мабуть, як заявляють фахівці, Україна абсолютний 
лідер за кількістю заробітчан у Європі. Івано-Фран-- 
ківська область за даними, які надає правозахисна 
організація щодо запобігання торгівлі людьми 
"Вінрок Інтернешнл", є одним з лідерів європей- 
ського напрямку трудової міграції. Обласний та 
районні центри соціальних служб для молоді 
опікуються приблизно шістьма тисячами дітей 
шкільного віку, батьки яких працюють за кордоном. 
Гостроту цієї проблеми підкреслила під час прове- 
дення круглого столу "Діти заробітчан: реалії, проб-- 
леми, перспективи" керівник управління у справах 


сім'ї та молоді Івано-Франківської обласної держад-- 
міністрації Вікторія Тимчук: "Проблема дітей у 
сім'ях трудових мігрантів, як і проблема трудової 
міграції, є однозначно однією з найактуальніших у 
нашій області. Фахівці з громадських та державних 
організацій, які працюють з дітьми трудових 
мігрантів, заявляють, що ці діти здебільшого 
покинуті напризволяще. У кращому випадку їх 
доглядають дідусі й бабусі. Більшість батьків- 
заробітчан переконані, що, заробляючи гроші для 
дітей, вони тим самим забезпечують їхнє майбутнє. 
Однак діти, виховуючись без батьківської опіки, не 
мають чітких орієнтирів щодо життя в суспільстві 
і створення в майбутньому власної сім'ї, На цьому 
наголошує керівник психологічної служби облас 
ного центру соціальних служб для молоді Оксана 
Румак: "Коли батьки їдуть за кордон, коли вони 
лишають дітей, вони повинні чітко усвідомлювати, 
на який ризик вони залишають тут свою дитину. 
Тому що через декілька років ці діти виростуть і 
будуватимуть власні сім'ї, але вони не бачать моделі 
сім'ї, не бачать стосунків, за якими будуються HOp— 
мальні сім'ї". Учасники круглого столу відзначили, 
що коріння проблеми катастрофічної трудової міг-- 
рації - це передовсім соціально-економічна та 
політична ситуація в державі, яка штовхає людей 
на пошук кращої долі за кордоном і позбавляє їх 
найдорожчого — спілкування і виховання власних 
дітей. 


Під покровом кленового листя 


Ольга Біленко 
Урядовий Кур'єр N2220, 18,11,2004р. ст. 19 

Понад мільйон громадян українського походження 
живе нині в Канаді. Це одна з найпотужніших 
українських спільнот за межами прабатьківщини. I 
не тільки чисельністю, а й своїм етнокультурним 
потенціалом. Представники нашої канадської діас- 
пори, особливо старші покоління, старанно зберіга- 
ють народні традиції та звичаї, особливості націо- 
нального мистецтва, мову. У Канаді діють близько 
трьохсот шкіл, де діти вивчають українську мову й 
пізнають основи української культури та історії. 
Мову, історію та літературу України викладають у 
десяти університетах. Національні хорові і танцю- 
вальні колективи, музичні ансамблі, театральні 
групи, газети, теле- і радіопрограми, громадські 
товариства, музеї - це промовисті реалії життя 
українських канадців. Тож висока інтегрованість у 
суспільне середовище країни проживання не заважає 
їм бути українцями за духом і незрадливо любити 
землю й духовний спадок своїх предків, підтри- 
мувати різнобічні зв'язки з Україною. 

Тому чи варто дивуватися з того, що громадянин 
Канади, наш земляк Володимир Маковецький обрав 
такий бізнес, як виготовлення вареників, і саме на 
тому заробив свій мільйон?... 

Про Володимира Маковецького та про інших ша- 
нованих у Канаді людей, якими може пишатися й 
Україна, розповідають Станіслав Лазебник i Ольга 
Гавура у нещодавно випущеній у київському видав- 
ництві «Етнос» книжці «Роздуми на мосту з двобіч- 


ним рухом». У ній вміщено нариси, в яких змальо- 
вано колоритні постаті відомих членів української 
спільноти - міністра соціального розвитку (УВ: 
тепер міністер освіти) провінції Альберта Євгена 
Звоздецького, автора понад 40 книжок і брошур про 
українську політику Петра Кравчука, вченого Map— 
wanna Has, голови альбертської провінційної ради 
Ліги українців Канади Петра Дацківа та інших. 

Автори «Роздумів...», які, працюючи тривалий 
час у Товаристві «Україна», мали можливість 
неодноразово відвідувати країну кленового листу і 
добре обізнані з життям тамтешніх українців, 
розкривають історію взаємозв'язків з діаспорою, 
зокрема аналізують роботу Товариства «Україна» 
як у період, коли його діяльність перебувала під 
пильним контролем ЦК Компартії України 1 КДБ, 
так і після здобуття Україною незалежності. Саме 
відтоді зв'язки українських канадців із своєю 
історичною батьківщиною набули належної 
масштабності та глибини, і нині вони стають дедалі 
міцнішими, справді перетворюються на аркодужний 
міст із двобічним рухом. 

Книжка видана за сприянням Фундації української 
спадщини Альберти (Едмонтон, Канада). У 
приміщенні Українського фонду культури відбулась 
ті презентація, в якій взяли участь, зокрема народні 
депутати Б. Олійник і Г. Удовенко, академік П. 
Тронько, директор Національного музею Т. Шев- 
ченка С. Гальченко, а також член Конгресу українців 
Канади Юрій Москаль - один із героїв «Роздумів на 
мосту з двобічним рухом». 
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brates Brotherhood Day 


Edmonton Eparc 


(UkrNews)—Approximately 100 
people attended a Moleben, fol- 
lowed by a banquet to celebrate 
Brotherhood Day of the Ukrainian 
Catholics of Canada, marking the 
72nd Anniversary of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Brotherhood in Canada 
(UCBC) at Edmonton’s St. Vladimir 
the Great Church and Parish Hall, 
Nov. 7. 

Bishop Lawrence Huculak, 
OSBM, celebrated the Moleben 
along with fathers Michael 
Kowalchyk and William Hupalo. All 
three gave presentations at the ban- 
quet which followed. 

Bishop Lawrence talked about the 
recent Synod of Ukrainian Catholic 
Bishops” and gave an the 
Patriarchial Sobor of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church. 

He noted the significance of the 
Kyiv Sobor’s left bank location — 

- ап area where new homes are cur- 
rently being built, rather than in the 
historic center with the other main 
churches. 

Since this is where the future 
growth is occurring it shows the 
concern the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church has for future generations, 
he noted. 

The corner stone for the Patriar- 
chal Sobor of Christ’s Resurrection 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church was laid on Oct. 27, 2002 
and its crosses were consecrated 
Oct. 10 of this year. 

In an appeal issued to the faithful 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church regarding the construction 
of the Sobor, His Beatitude 
Lyubomyr stated that “Kyiv was a 
place from which the light of 
Christ’s teaching shone for all of 
Ukraine and even beyond its bor- 
ders. 

“Therefore, the Sobor that we are 
now building in Kyiv may and 
should become a symbol of our 
homeland, our holy faith and our 
spiritual unity. In order to preserve 
ourselves, each of us (in Ukraine and 
outside its borders) must sense a 
strong spiritual tie with our common 
symbol. That is why it is so impor- 
tant that this Sobor, the Patriarchal 
Sobor of the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, become a notable religious 
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Bishop Lawrence speaks. 


building, another church in Kyiv, the 
home of so many other monuments 
of our ancient Christian heritage; 
that it would be for us all a familiar 
place, which we could visit,” he said. 

The annual meeting of the Synod 
of Bishops of the UGCC took place 
Oct. 5 to 12 in Kyiv, with 38 bish- 
ops participating. 

Bishops concentrated their atten- 
tion on the examination of the cur- 
rent state of the Church, and the 
bishops continued working on the 
creation of by-laws for a Patriarchal 
Church (documents which would 
govern how the Patriarchate would 
function). 

The main theme of the Synod was 
the question of the formation of fu- 
ture priests. This includes not only 
excellent seminary education of a 
new generation of priests, but also 
the constant personal formation of 
priests beginning with their educa- 
tion to the time of their retirement. 

Fr. Kowalchyk talked about the 
Patriarchate of the UCGC noting 
that a Patriarchate represent inter- 
nal unity in eastern churches He 
added that even a group of Polish 
theologians have issued a statement 
supporting a Patriarchate of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. - 

His Beatitude Lyubomyr has de- 
clared that the Patriarchate is “a nor- 
mal form of existence and activity 
of particular Churches expresses 
and ensures the fullness of means 
necessary for the well-rounded min- 
istry of the Church.” 


Transport Minister found dead 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Transport Minister Heorhiy Kirpa, 58, was found 
dead of an apparent gunshot wound to the head at his dacha outside Kyiv 
on Dec. 27, Ukrainian media reported. A gun and an empty shell were 
reportedly found near the body. The Prosecutor-General’s Office has 
launched an investigation under a Criminal Code article pertaining to sui- 
cide (See also Ukrainian-language story on page 4). 


The five Ps 


(UkrNews)—MacLean’s in its Dec. 13, 2004 issue used five word begin- 
ning with “P” to describe the principal characters in Ukraine’s election 
crisis. They were as follows: “The Patriot” — Viktor Yushchenko, “The 
Pawn” — Viktor Yanukovych, “The Princess (or Pit Bull) — Yuliya 
Tymoshenko, “The Puppet” — Leonid Kuchma, and “The Рирреїтазіег" 


Vladimir Putin. 


Yushchenko favours NATO plebiscite 


(RFE/RL)— Answering a question about whether Ukraine under his po- 
tential presidency would apply for NATO membership, Viktor Yushchenko 


told journalists in Kharkiv on Dec. 


17 that a decision on the country’s 


military alignment cannot be made without a nationwide referendum, 
Interfax reported. Yushchenko stressed that the country’s top priorities in 
foreign policy are obtaining market-economy status, World Trade Orga- 
nization membership, and associate membership of the European Union. 


Peacekeepers to Syria 


(RFE/RL)—Outgoing President Leonid Kuchma has signed a decree on 
sending some 200 peacekeepers to the UN Disengagement Force separat- 
ing Syrian and Israeli forces in the Golan Heights in Syria, Ukrainian 
news agencies reported on Dec. 18. The decree still requires the approval 
of the Verkhovna Rada. Since 1992, Ukraine has participated in a dozen 
international peacekeeping operations around the world. Ukraine’s larg- 
est military contingent — some 1,600 troops — has been in Iraq since 


August 2003. 


Fr. Hupalo, UCBC Spiritual Ad- 
visor, talked about the “Year of the 
Holy Eucharist” October 2004 - 
October 2005. 

He noted that Pope John Paul II 
announced the Year of the Eucha- 
rist earlier this year and in an encyc- 
lical letter he wrote last year states: 

“The Church draws her life from 
the Eucharist. It is the source and 
summit of the Church’s life and ac- 
tivity and the greatest and most pre- 
cious gift that the Lord Jesus left in 
the Church for the people He re- 
deemed with His blood.” 

Student Oriana Masiuk who was 
sponsored by UCBC on a two- 
month course in Ukraine, talked 
about her visit and the course, which 
was designed to be both an inten- 
sive language course and one that 
taught about the political, social, and 
cultural life of Ukraine. 

She added that the most sentimen- 
tal part of her trip was meeting her 
extended family and visiting the vil- 
lages, where her grandparents were 
born and raised.” 


Joseph Husak 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
472-1966 


e Family Portraits (in your 
house or location) 
e Weddings « Community 
Events » Conventions 
Graduations & Groups 


“Tt was a very nostalgic and over- 
whelming experience,” she said 

“The stories that my grandparents 
told me at their knees was brought 
alive to me in these Ukrainian vil- 
lages. Although a lot of the villag- 
ers were poor they shared with me 
everything they had. They are truly 
a proud and generous people. 
Ukraine is a land of magnificent 
churches, historic sites and thriving 
culture.” 

Greetings were delivered by Stan 
Kobylko, National President of 
UCBC, David Kowal, President of 
the Eparchial Ukrainian Catholic 
Council of Canada and Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, Alberta Provin- 
cial Council President Catherine 
Chichak. 

UCBC Eparchial President Jo- 
seph Synyshyn gave the closing re- 
marks. 

Julian Nahnybida served as Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies. 

Entertainment was provided by 
St. Martin Children’s String En- 
semble. 
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Wishing you health and happiness this 


holiday season and throughout 
the coming year. 


We, at Ukrainian News, would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many businesses and people who have supported us 
in so many ways throughout 2004. To our readers, donors, 
advertisers and contributing writers we offer our sincere 
thanks. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be 
blessed with health and prosperity in the New Year. 
CHRIST IS BORN! 
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Ethnography Chair goes a long way 
in promoting Ukrainian Studies 


(UkrNews)—The creation of the 
Peter and Doris Kule Chair of 
Ukrainian Ethnography goes a long 
way in promoting Ukrainian stud- 
ies on an international level, says 
its newly appointed head. 

“Having a name Chair, brings a 
lot of prestige and if you want 
Ukrainian Studies recognized — to 
have the authority that a name chair 
gives you is areally, really nice kind 
of pat on the back and a really great 
way of legitimizing the study of 
Ukrainian culture,” says Dr. Natalie 
Kononenko, co-Chair of Ukrainian 
Ethnography at the University of 
Alberta. 

The Chair was created in August 
2003 through a $3 million endow- 
ment donated by Drs. Peter and 
Doris Kule. 

The U of A is also home to the 
Canadian Centre for Ukrainian Cul- 
ture and Ethnography, which man- 
ages the Kuryliw Family Scholar- 
ship Fund, the Bohdan Medwidsky 
Ukrainian Folklore Archives, and 
the Huculak Chair of Ukrainian 
Culture and Ethnography. 

Dr. Kononenko, formerly Profes- 
sor of Slavic Languages and Litera- 
tures at the University of Virginia, 
says her duties will include teach- 
ing undergraduate and graduate 
courses, supervising Master theses 
and PhD dissertations, plus archi- 
val work 

Dr. Kononenko, who has done a 
lot of field work in Ukraine, most 
recently taping interviews regard- 
ing Ukrainian wedding, baptism 


Dr. Natalie Kononenko 


and funeral rites, is writing her lat- 
est book on this topic. She says one 
of the things she will be looking at 
is the effect the Soviet system had 
on Ukrainian villages. 

“One thing that becomes very 
clear is that, especially at the begin- 
ning and the end of life, rituals are 
so important that there are various 
ways of getting around Soviet pro- 
hibitions on religion,” she says. 

Religious services were con- 
ducted secretly. Older women 
would take the soil from the graves 
to have it blessed, then sprinkle it 
over the grave in the form of a cross. 

“One the things that I’ve identi- 
fied (is that) in the villages, the So- 
viet system had less of an effect than 
we normally think. Maybe if we’re 
trying to bring back Ukrainian cul- 
ture and break away from the So- 
viet mold then pay more attention 
to the villages. Their preservation 
is much better than in urban areas 


where policing and control of 
people’s activities was much 
greater.” 

The book is tentatively titled 
Ukrainian Ritual: Celebrating Mar- 
riage, Birth, and Death.: A descrip- 
tion and analysis of Ukrainian wed- 
ding, funeral, and birth customs. 

Her previously published books 
include Ukrainian Minstrels: And 
the Blind Shall Sing, The Magic Egg 
and Other Tales from Ukraine (with 
Barbara Suwyn) and The Turkish 
Minstrel Tale Tradition. 

She also wrote the introduction 
and did a substantial portion of the 
selection and editing of texts for 
Ukrainian Dumy, published by the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies and Harvard Ukrainian Re- 
search Institute, 

Dr. Kononenko is currently teach- 
ing a course on weddings, baptisms 
and funerals, and also another one 
on aesthetics and things like mate- 
rial culture. She also plans courses 
to cover the yearly cycles, things 
like Christmas, Easter, the Kupalo 
Festival, a new course on folk be- 
lief, which will include new mate- 
rial on folk medicine, a course in 
prose, one for poetry (mostly folk 
songs). She would also like to see a 
survey course on Ukrainian culture. 

“Right now I’m teaching course 
on an advanced level, so what we’re 
considering is some more, general, 
lower level survey courses that 
would give a little bit of the vari- 
ous rituals, a little bit of stories, a 
little bit of songs.” 


Whalley UWAC honours elder members 


By Gladys Andreas 

At a recent meeting of the Ukrai- 
nian Women’s Association of 
Canada, Olha Kobylianska, Whalley 
Branch a motion was made to 
honour those past and present mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of St. Mary, Surrey, B.C., 
who would be 80 years and older by 
Dec. 31. This was done following a 
recent church service. 

Our eldest member William 
Ropchan, 97, was unable to attend. 
The eldest member attending was 
Ann Sihikalo who is 93. Alex 
Holowko 93, Stella Woytowich 93, 
and Mary Schurko 92 were unable 
to attend due to ill health. 

Also attending were Dora Naidesh 
90, William Bonar 88, John Hample 
88, Nellie Krawchuk 88, Joseph 
Ruzycki 88, Ivan (Jack) Stefiuk 88, 
Nettie Trafananko 86, who donated 
$1,000.00 towards the replacement 
of the carpet in the church, Daisy 
Hample 85, John (Ivan) Antoniuk 
87, Mary Manuck 84, Lena Strayski 
82, Alexandra Gardener 81, Mary 
Greckol 81, Nick Nychyporuk 81, 
Bessie Bonar 80, Alice Sawicki 80, 
Michael Sommers 80, and Helen 
Tkachuk 80. 

An additional 25 members be- 
tween the ages of 80 to 87 were un- 
able to attend. These congregation 
members were scattered throughout 
British Columbia in Surrey, New 
Westminster, Nanaimo, Ladner, 
Delta, Langley, Coquitlam, Mission, 
Chilliwack, and Kelowna, as well as 
in Calgary, Edmonton and 
Morinville in Alberta. 

Len Arychuk, Parish President, 
prepared Certificates of Recognition 
acknowledging these individuals as 
“An Outstanding member of our 
Special “80’s” and “90’s” Club and 
for the Dedicated Services and Per- 
sonal Touch that you have given this 
Congregation over the years in 


greatly appreciated.” 

Certificates were handed to those 
present by Father Isadore. On behalf 
of City of Surrey a gold-plated com- 
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Parish President Len Arychuk, William Ropchan 97, Ist Vice-preside 


Gladys Andreas. 


memorative lapel pin, and on behalf 
of the Province of British Colum- 


bia a provincial lapel pin were given 
to members attending. 


‘ih 
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Odesa children’s homes 
refuse to accept oranges 


(MosNews)—Directors at four children’s homes in Odesa refused to 
accept oranges from benefactors as New Year gifts for the children. Or- 
І 8 
ange has become the symbol of the Ukrainian opposition led by presi- 


dential contender Viktor Yushchenko. 


The Odesa union of businessmen purchased 200 kilograms of oranges 
for the children’s homes but the household managers refused to take them 
referring to instructions from their bosses, ITAR-TASS news agency те- 


ported, Dec. 21. 


A director at a home for deaf and dumb children was quoted by the 
agency as expressing surprise at the businessmen for choosing oranges 
and not sweets, which they had presented to the children in previous 


years. 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, December 22, 2004 - January 18, 2005, 22 грудня, 2004, - 18 січня, 2005 


Building the muscle to be а tech player 


By Jason Bush, BusinessWeekOnLine 

Ukraine has a bunch of cornfields, a bunch of old 
steel mills, and not much else. Right? Well, Ukraine 
also has a budding technology sector, and — after the 
U.S., India, and Russia — the fourth largest number of 
computer programmers in the world. It was a main cen- 
tre of the Soviet programming industry. The first com- 
puter built in continental Europe was made in Ukraine 
in 1951. Even today, scientific institutes each year churn 
out some 50,000 science or technology graduates. 

Not surprisingly, Ukrainians don’t see why their 
country can’t become a big player in the global tech- 
nology market, like India. “We want Ukraine to be- 
come a technological country again, not just a country 
with agriculture and tank production,” says Yuri 
Sivitsky, chairman of Softline, one of Ukraine’s larg- 
est software producers. 

What are the chances? While Ukraine isn’t likely ever 
to rival India, it certainly has the potential to become a 
player. Just look at Softline. Founded by mathemati- 
cians in 1995, it has 500 employees, up from a dozen 
in 1998. Revenues are set to hit US$10 million this 
year, up 70% from 2003. Its clients include Ingersoll- 
Rand Со. and Hugo Boss. 

The offshore programming industry, although small, 
is growing fast. According to Market-Visio, a research 
firm in Moscow, Ukraine’s software exports will grow 
43% this year to $100 million. Around 10,000 program- 
mers are employed in the industry, working for cus- 
tomers such as Boeing, DaimlerChrysler, General Elec- 
tric, Citibank, and NASA. Much of the work is cus- 
tomized business software. But gaming is also grow- 


Kroes anounces 


(UkrNews)—Kroes Energy Inc. on Nov. 30 an- 
nounced that net earnings for the nine months ended 
Sept. 30 amounted to C$761,477 compared with a re- 
stated $58,695 for the same period in 2003. Cash from 
Operations totaled $939,116, essentially unchanged 
from the same period a year ago. Production of crude 
oil declined to 238 barrels per day from 287 barrels per 
day a year ago, primarily due to the sale of 
Saskatchewan production (35 barrels per day) and lower 
production from Ukraine (16 barrels per day). 

Kroes Energy’s share of production from Ukraine 
for the nine months averaged 235 barrels per day, down 
8% from 251 barrels per day for the same period in 
2003. 

Production from 45%-owned Kashtan Petroleum Ltd. 
declined due to a disagreement between Kashtan and 
the present field operator and joint venture partner, 
Ukrnafta JSC, over the procedures and compensation 


- a 
Business | 
ing. Kvasar-Micro, Ukraine’s largest info tech com- 
pany, recently landed an order to develop a computer 
game for mobile handsets. 

Ukraine’s main selling point is the quality of its math- 
ematical education. Another is cheap labor. An aver- 
age programmer in Ukraine earns $500 a month, not 
quite as low as India, but half the level in Moscow and 
a fraction of programming salaries in the West. But the 
edge Ukraine gets from high education and low wages 
is offset by other factors. Around 90% of all software 
on sale in Ukraine is pirated, so domestic makers can’t 
get the revenue they need to grow. Other problems are 
a lack of business skills, venture finance, and govern- 
ment support. But things are looking up. Management 
skills are improving as Ukrainians gain Western expe- 
rience and earn MBAs. The government is mulling tax 
incentives for tech investment and starting to tighten 
piracy laws. 

Some of the biggest names in the global technology 
industry have started to wake up to Ukraine’s poten- 
tial. “Ukraine is building up quickly,” says Gerard J. 
Kleisterlee, CEO of Dutch electronics giant Royal 
Philips Electronics, which makes an array of high-tech 
goods there. Flextronics International Ltd., a Singapore 
electronics powerhouse, recently set up a software de- 
sign lab in Ukraine, and CEO Michael E. Marks is en- 
thusiastic about the nation’s potential as an engineer- 
ing and design power. If he’s right, Ukraine has a digi- 
tal future. 


quarterly results 


related to the takeover of field operations by Kashtan. 
Ukrnafta curtailed well maintenance operations and a 
number of producing wells now are shut in awaiting 
workovers to correct routine mechanical problems. In 
addition, start up of production from the new develop- 
ment well 187b was delayed by two months to Octo- 
ber. Negotiations toward a resolution will be held fol- 
lowing the settlement of the controversial Presidential 
election in Ukraine. 

While production to date has declined slightly, the 
fourth quarter of 2004 should benefit from production 
at well No. 187b that tested at 220 barrels per day (100 
barrels per day net to Kroes). 

In addition, drilling is proceeding at well No. 302 
and is nearing total depth of 1,750 meters, while at well 
No. 305, drilling started on Nov. 30. These wells will 
be completed early in 2005 and could add several hun- 
dred barrels per day of new production. 


NBU inflation forecast rises 


Ukraine’s central bank dramatically raised its 2004 
inflation forecast on Dec. 10 in a strong sign of eco- 
nomic deterioration sparked by weeks-long political 
turmoil, reports Reuters. 

Ukraine’s economy — one of Europe’s fastest-grow- 
ing — has been rocked by a crisis triggered by a flawed 
Noy. 21 election that filled streets with protesters and 
cast doubt over whether official growth targets could 
be met. 

Anatoly Galchinsky, head of the Central Bank’s coun- 
cil, told a bank meeting he saw this year’s inflation at 
12.0 percent, up from a previous forecast of 9.5 per- 
cent. 

“Negative trends that have taken place in the past 
two months did not have any substantial economic 
grounds. What happened is linked to political factors,” 
he said. 

He also forecast next year’s inflation at 8.5 to 9.5 
percent compared with the bank’s previous estimate of 
six to seven percent. 

Galchinsky added he saw the hryynia’s rate against 


Ukraine may join WTO 
in 2005 — former PM 


(Interfax)—Ukraine has a chance to acquire the status 
of a country with a market economy in the first half of 
2005 and to become a World Trade Organization mem- 
ber before the end of 2005, said former Ukrainian prime 
minister and leader of the Ukrainian Union of Industri- 
alists and Entrepreneurs Anatoly Kinakh, Dec. 27. 

“Ukraine has good chances to speed up its develop- 
ment. Viktor Yushchenko should clearly guarantee that 
the defense of the rights for property, those of inves- 
tors will be increased, as well as safety of businesses, 

г and that conditions for even competition will be сге- 
ated. We have all chances to become a country with a 
market economy and a WTO member very soon,” 
Kinakh told journalists. 


the dollar stable against the dollar at 5.31 until the end 
of this year. 

“According to revised data, the monetary base will 
rise by 34-40 percent this year, not the 51-56 percent 
announced earlier,” he said. 

Previous signs of economic unease included the bud- 
get deficit jumping to $1 billion from next to nil in the 
two months preceding the crisis. 

The central bank has long urged Ukrainians to stay 
calm and took swift measures to boost liquidity, tighten 
control on cash operations and dollar sales and stop 
capital flight. 

Ukraine’s gross hard currency reserves shrank to $9.7 
billion on Dec. 7 compared with $9.9 billion on Dec. 
3, reflecting its attempts to protect the dollar peg of the 
hryvnia currency. 


Ukraine pays up 
despite turmoil 


By Paivi Munter, Financial Times, Dec 14 2004 

The government of Ukraine has paid the coupon on 
its 2013 international bond in full and on time in spite 
of the country’s recent political and economic turmoil. 

The Interfax news agency on Dec. 13 reported that 
Ukraine on Dec. 11 paid a US$38.25 million coupon 
on its 7.65 per cent 10- year bond. 

Ukraine’s international bond prices have recovered 
from the recent lows following a contested presidential 
poll, which sparked a popular uprising by the support- 
ers of Viktor Yushchenko, the opposition candidate, and 
threats of a break-up of the country by the regions sup- 
porting Viktor Yanukovych, the government’s candidate, 
who favours close ties with neighbouring Russia. 

Dec. 13, the 2013 bonds were trading at 104.75 per 
cent of face value. Ukraine has sold two foreign-cur- 
rency bonds this year: a $600 million fixed-rate issue 
maturing in 2011 and a floating-rate note due in 2009. 


Rada appoints new NBU Chairman 
(RFE/RL)—Lawmakers in the Verkhovna Rada voted on Dec. 16 to ap- 
point Volodymyr Stelmakh as National Bank governor, Interfax and RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. Stelmakh, 65, served in the position in 
2000-02. He was replaced by Serhiy Tihipko, who resigned last month to 
pursue a more active role in politics. 


Agriculture minister resigns 

(RFE/RL)—Agriculture Minister Viktor Slauta has tendered his resigna- 
tion, Interfax and korrespondent.net reported on Dec. 16. Slauta had been 
combining his work as a cabinet minister with serving in the parliament. 
Slauta has served in the position since January. In parliament, Slauta is 
first deputy chairman of the Committee on Issues of State Construction 
and Local Self-Government. Before his election to the Verkhovna Rada 
from a district in Donetsk Oblast, he served as a deputy to then Donetsk 
Governor Yanukovych. 
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KROES ENERGY INC. 


1840, 444 - 5th AVE SW 
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2P 2T8 


«СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ!» 


May the Spirit 
of Christmas bring you 
Peace and Happiness 
now and throughout 
the New Year. 


«СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ!» 


May the Christ Child bring Joy, 
Peace and Happiness to All. 


from 


EDWARD M. SOUTHERN 
Honorary Consul of Ukraine for Alberta 


CONSULATE OF UKRAINE 
1840, 444 - 5th Ave. SW 

Calgary, Alberta T2P 2T8 

Ph: (403) 265-7711 Fax: (403) 265-7733 
e-mail: ed.southern@telus.net 


Advisory Council оп Alberta-Ukraine Relations Й 
Дорадча Рада з Альбертсько- Українських Відносин 1S 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят 
українській громаді 
від ДРАУВ 


We extend Christmas greetings 


to the Ukrainian community 
from the ACAUR 
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ORBI T Welcome! 


10219 - 97 Street, Edmonton, АВ T5J 01,5 
(780) 422-5693 Travel (780) 423-5916 
Fax: (780) 426-7466 
Email: orbitco@telusplanet.net 


¢ Travel Service * Vacation Packages * Translation with Notary 
Service * Immigration « Parcels « Money Tranfers * Western Union 
» Ukrainian Dance Supplies " Ukrainian СР з & Videos » 
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Leverkusen dismantle Dynamo 


Радісних Різдв'яних 
Свят та Щасливого 
Нового Року 


бажає 


М 


NEW COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 
321 20th Street W., Saskatoon, SK 57М ОХ 1 

Ph: (306) 653-1300 Бах: (306) 653-4711 
E-MAIL: info@newcommunity.cu.sk.ca 
www.newcommunitycu.com 


Credit Union 


Ukrainian Women's 
Organization of Canada 


Ukrainian National 
Federation of Canada 
Українське Національне Організація 
Об'єднання Канади Українок Канади 


10629 - 98 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, TSH 2N6. Ph.: (780) 422-5246 


Saturday, January 22, 2005 


TRADITIONAL MALANKA 
eu UKRAINIAN NEW YEAR'S 
y3lp A SUPPER AND DANCE 


Ukrainian Drama Ensemble "Зилігуа" 


Cocktails 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner 7:00 p.m. 
Performance 8:30 p.m. 
Dance 9:30 p.m. 


Vision: 
$40.00 - in advance 
$50.00 - at the door 
$30.00 - students 
No Minors 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 


KYIV, LVIV 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 


For tickets call: 
Chester 474-3352 


425-6298 
478-0207 


Lesia 
Ivan 


"а" \ 
iweS «=. 
inking our CO на 


Watch us оп the WEB ! 
www.infoukes.com 
tel: 1800 KONTAKT - fax: 416 762 4880 


e-mail: klufas@kontakt.ca 
2118A Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. M6S 1M8 


БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


By Mark Bennett at BayArena 

(UEFA)—Bayer 04 Leverkusen strolled into the 
UEFA Champions League’s last 16 with a comfortable 
3-0 win against FC Dynamo Kyiv in Group B, Dec. 8, 
with all three goals coming in the second half. 

Brazilian defender Juan gave the home side the lead 
six minutes after half-time, Ukrainian striker Andriy 
Voronin made it two and Marko Babic sealed Dynamo’s 
exit from the competition three minutes from the end, 
but by that time the Ukrainian side were well beaten. 

Both teams went into the match missing important 
midfield players. Leverkusen had to replace Jacek 
Krzynowek, who failed to recover from a calf problem 
in time, while Dynamo were without Jerko Leko, who 
is suffering from a leg injury. 

The absences did not detract from a bright start, how- 
ever, and both sides could have taken the lead inside 
the opening three minutes. Paul Freier had the first 
chance of the game, but saw his shot easily claimed by 
Oleksandr Shovkovskiy and only seconds later Oleh 
Gusev saw his effort blocked by Jens Nowotny. 

Three minutes later Voronin went close to breaking 
the deadlock. The Ukrainian international cut inside 
from the left wing and escaped two tackles, only to see 
his effort from the edge of the area drift wide. 

Voronin continued to look Leverkusen’s best weapon 
and went close again on eleven minutes. Shovkovskiy 
failed to hang on to Robson Ponté’s free-kick, but re- 
covered quickly to hook the loose ball to safety with 
his feet as Voronin closed in fast. 

After Babic’s optimistic 16th-minute lob was gath- 
ered by the Dynamo goalkeeper, early promise faded as 
the pace of the game slowed significantly. Leverkusen’s 
next chance did not come until the 27th minute when 
Berbatov headed wide after a Ponté corner. 

Dynamo looked dangerous on the break throughout 


the first half and their best chance came six minutes 
before the break. Maris Verpakovskis took on and beat 
centre-half Nowotny before squaring the ball for Kleber, 
who was denied a certain goal by Roque Junior’s out- 
stretched leg. 

Leverkusen finally got the breakthrough they needed 
six minutes into the second half. Voronin sent in a cor- 
ner from the right and picked out Brazilian interna- 
tional Juan, who headed the home side into the lead. 

Five minutes later Leverkusen’s Ukrainian interna- 
tional almost doubled the lead. The 25-year-old slipped 
a tackle on the edge of the area, before firing in a left- 
footed shot. Voronin’s attempt was good enough to beat 
Shovkovskiy, but struck an upright. 

Berbatov then went close two minutes later. After 
being released by Voronin, the Bulgarian international 
was through on his own with only Shovkoyskiy to beat, 
but saw his shot blocked by Goran Sablic after round- 
ing the keeper. 

However, the visitors looked far from giving up and 
almost got an equaliser on 67 minutes. Rodolfo con- 
nected with a Gusev corner, but Bernd Schneider 
cleared his effort off the line. The 31-year-old was sen- 
sational ten minutes later, jinking through the Dynamo 
defence before intelligently squaring the ball for 
Voronin, who made no mistake this time. 

Three minutes from the end Babic did even more 
damage with the third and sealed Leverkusen’s place 
in the first knockout round as Group B winners, fore- 
ing Dynamo to join the small band of clubs who have 
failed to qualify from the group stage despite picking 
up ten points from their six matches. 


Aghahowa earns Shakhtar consolation 


(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk qualified for the 
UEFA Cup and left FC Barcelona in second place in 
UEFA Champions League Group F after a convincing 
victory thanks to first-half goals from Julius Aghahowa, 
Decwe 

The Ukrainian side moved up to third in the group, 
after Celtic FC could only draw with AC Milan. 
Barcelona finish three points behind Milan. 

Barcelona were relying on Celtic beating Milan to 
have a chance of finishing top of the group, but first 
had to win in Donetsk, where their only previous trip 
had ended in a draw. Their task was made all the tougher 
as coach Frank Rijkaard dropped Ronaldinho, Deco 
and Samuel Eto’o and gave youngsters Lionel Messi, 
Joan Verdu and Francisco Peral their first Champions 
League starts in the team’s usual 4-3-2-1 formation. 

Shakhtar also started with an unfamiliar lineup, af- 
ter injuries robbed coach Mircea Lucescu of wing-back 
Razvan Rat, striker Ciprian Marica and captain Anatoliy 
Tymoschuk. Darijo Srna, Brandaéo and Mariusz 
Lewandowski replaced them in an eleven that did not 
contain a single Ukrainian. 

Tymoschuk’s armband went to Brazilian midfield 
player Matuzalem, who dominated the early stages. His 
third-minute through-ball showed up a huge gap be- 
tween Barcelona’s central defenders, Carles Puyol and 
Fernando Navarro, which Brandao ran on to before 
dragging his shot wide. 

Ten minutes later, Barcelona were not so lucky: again 
Matuzalem was not closed down on the left side of 
midfield and his 40-metre pass dropped into the path 
of Aghahowa. The Nigerian took one touch to draw 
goalkeeper Victor Valdés and another, with his left foot, 
to chip the ball into the net. 

Matuzalem was revelling in the space he was allowed 
by Мегай, and soon after threaded a pass to give Brandao 


a chance to double the lead, but Valdés saved well with 
his feet. The visitors were rocking and Brandao squan- 
dered an even better chance when he sliced Zvonimir 
Vukic’s centre wide of goal when only six metres out. 

Just as Barcelona thought they had weathered the 
storm, Vukic set up the second. His pass freed Brandao 
on the left, and the Brazilian’s cross was flicked on by 
Mariusz Lewandowski for Aghahowa to poke home a 
second from close range. It was no less than Shakhtar 
deserved, 

The Spanish side had little opportunity to threaten 
the Shakhtar goal and were limited to only two first- 
half efforts on goal: first Giovanni van Bronckhorst 
volleyed at Jan Las”tuvka after good work by Messi, 
and late on, Xavi Hernandez curled a hopeful shot 
straight at the goalkeeper. 

It was a similar story in the second period, especially 
after Rijkaard ignored the big guns on his bench and 
brought on two more youngsters, including Oleguer 
Presas for captain Puyol. Matuzalem soon turned 
Oleguer inside out before his shot was blocked by 
Valdés. 

Barcelona were forced into a third change when 
Matuzalem raked his studs on the back of Juliano 
Belletti’s calf. The defender hobbled off and was re- 
placed by Rafael Marquez. Shakhtar’s Igor Duljaj fol- 
lowed his captain into the book with a lunge on 
Fernando Navarro as the second half, low on chances, 
threatened to turn nasty. 

In the last minute, Las“tuvka saved a penalty from 
Andrés Iniesta to sum up Barcelona’s rotten night. At 
the final whistle, Shakhtar celebrated the extension of 
their European campaign while Barcelona, though 
beaten, will be dangerous opponents in the first knock- 
out round draw. When those matches come around, ex- 
pect Ronaldinho, Deco and Eto’o to be back in the side. 


Shevchenko dedicates soccer award to Ukrainian people 


(Bloomberg/UkrNews)—AC Milan striker Andriy 
Shevchenko was named European footballer of the year 
on Dec. 13 and dedicated the award to his Ukrainian 
compatriots who faced a Dec. 26 rerun of the country’s 
general election. 

“T want to dedicate this moment to the Ukrainian 
people, who love me, and to my family,” Shevchenko 
told reporters before the ceremony in Paris. “My 
thoughts are with them in such a difficult time for my 
country.’” 

The 28-year-old Shevchenko’s 24 goals last season 
made him Serie A’s top scorer and helped AC Milan to 
win a 17th Italian soccer league title. 

Shevchenko, who has never played in a European 
Championship or World Cup final, has scored 26 times 
in 57 appearances for Ukraine. He becomes the second 
Ukrainian after 1975 victor Oleh Blokhin, who played 
for the Soviet Union, to win France Football magazine’s 


Golden Ball award, voted for by soccer journalists from 
52 European countries: 

“Tf there’s one striker who deserves the award, it’s 
Shevchenko,” Juventus’s Zlatan Ibrahimovic told re- 
porters. “He is an amazing player. He’s fast, has a great 
sense of position and great shooting ability.” 

Shevchenko, who was third in the voting in 1999 
and 2000, edged striker Ronaldinho and Portugal 
midfielder Deco, both of Barcelona, and French for- 
ward Thierry Henry of Arsenal to the title, according 
to an advance copy of France Football magazine. 

But Ronaldinho won FIFA’s World Player of the Year 
award on Dec. 20, beating out both Henry and 
Shevchenko. 

Ronaldinho won the poll of national soccer associa- 
tions with 620 votes, ahead of Henry at 552 and 
Shevchenko with 253. 
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Establishment club in fear 
of Ukraine’s protesters 


By Simon Kuper, Financial Times, Dec. 17, 2004 

When I visited Ukraine in 1992, I ate every day in 
the canteen of Dynamo Kyiv football club. It was one 
of the only restaurants in Kyiv. Admittedly it was lack- 
ing in Michelin stars: when the club president’s secre- 
tary passed through one day carrying an electric kettle, 
it felt like the difference between Them and Us. But at 
no other football club have I felt closer to a nation’s 
centre of power. The stadium’s forecourt, scene of a 
famous recent murder, was always full of Mercedes 
and skinheads wearing tracksuits. 

One day a club official told me over a beer at Hotel 
Intourist: “Dynamo have licences to export nuclear mis- 
sile parts, two tons of gold per annum, and metals in- 
cluding platinum.” How did it get the licences? Friends 
in high places, the official explained. He showed me 
the list of guests accompanying Dynamo to a game in 
Vienna two weeks later. It read like a Ukrainian Who’s 
Who: a leading banker, the son of a leading govern- 
ment official etc. This was the establishment that the 
orange-clad protesters in Independence Square now 
want to oust. 

The clan running Dynamo was replaced soon after 
my visit but the club remained just as close to power. It 
is now the fief of Hryhoriy Surkis, an oligarch and poli- 
tician who was recently denied an American visa be- 
cause the US suspects him of corruption and electoral 
fraud. Dynamo’s main rivals, Shakhtar Donetsk, be- 
long to Ukraine’s richest oligarch, Rinat Akhmetov. 

In short, the people who run Ukrainian sport also run 
Ukraine but that may soon change. Akhmetov and Surkis 
have been backing Viktor Yanukovych, the pro-Russian 
candidate for president and beneficiary of last month’s 
rigged election. But now Yanukovych is in trouble, 
Ukraine’s supreme court having annulled the vote. 

This is partly thanks to Ukraine’s sportsmen, who 
are at last peeling away from the sitting power. The 
boxing Klitschko brothers deserve credit, though the 
footballer Andriy Shevchenko doesn’t. 

In Soviet tradition, athletes are part of the state ap- 
paratus. Like the army, they fight for the Motherland, 
which essentially means the government. Hence Serhii 
Bubka, Ukraine’s legendary pole vaulter, said recently: 
“Thanks to [Yanukovych], Ukrainian athletes received 
a 100 per cent increase in financing for the first time 
since Ukraine’s independence.” Ukrainian athletes have 
always said things like that. 

A statement in this genre came last month from Oleh 
Blokhin, Ukraine’s football manager, who sits in par- 
liament for Surkis’s party. After Ukraine won in Tur- 
key, Blokhin dedicated the victory to Yanukovych, who 
enjoyed, the coach assured Ukrainians, the entire team’s 
support. 

Blokhin is an incorrigible apparatchik. However, 
other sportsmen are switching sides. Serhii Rebrov has 
played for West Ham United wearing an orange wrist- 
band to support Yushchenko. Also in London, his 
former teammate Oleh Luzhny addressed Yushchenko 
supporters. 


Vitali Klitschko, preparing for the world heavyweight 
title fight in Las Vegas, addressed the world. “I’m re- 
ally proud of the people in Ukraine,” he said. “This 
game they are playing is very dangerous.” Klitschko 
nearly abandoned his fight to fly home to campaign 
but Yushchenko asked him to use the boxing ring as a 
bully pulpit. So Klitschko thrashed Danny Williams 
wearing an orange ribbon on his shorts, and then posed 
before a flag reading “Tak! [Yes] Yushchenko.” 

The point is not that the Klitschkos will sway many 
votes. Rather, by showing it is possible to campaign 
for Yushchenko and live, they encourage other public 
figures and journalists to do likewise. Several journal- 
ists and politicians critical of the regime have been 
murdered in recent years, while Yushchenko was poi- 
soned so severely that he was found to have the second 
highest concentration of dioxin ever recorded in a hu- 
man being. A number of television channels have 
stopped making propaganda for the government. 

Shevchenko has been less brave. On Nov. 18 he ap- 
peared on the pro- Yanukovych channel 1+1 to endorse 
him. Barely lifting his eyes from a prepared text, he 
looked like a hostage reading his own ransom note. It 
looks as though Shevchenko was leaned on to do this. 
Few viewers took “Sheva’’’s endorsement seriously: he 
has always been a strictly sporting hero, not a leader 
like Luzhny. Nonetheless, it did seem spineless. 
Shevchenko lives in Milan, has an American wife and 
is rich. What did he have to lose? “Your choice made 
the nation weep,” said a banner at the recent Milan- 
Shakhtar Donetsk match in the Champions League. 

On Dec. 13 Shevchenko was named European 
footballer of the year. Told the news, he said he had 
“barely slept’ for three days for worry that the Ukrai- 
nian conflict would turn bloody. He has since tried edg- 
ing away from his broadcast. “People in Ukraine de- 
serve democracy,” he said on receiving his award. He 
spoke to Yushchenko and reported that “it was very 
pleasant to hear warm words from the presidential can- 
didate”’. 

If Yushchenko wins next week, Ukrainian sport may 
change. Surkis could lose his protected status. Already 
his former business partner Konstantin Grigorishyn is 
preparing lawsuits to regain control of Dynamo. UEFA, 
the European football authority, should consider fol- 
lowing the US’s lead and drop Surkis from its execu- 
tive committee. 

Generally, if Ukraine becomes less oligarch-ridden, 
its football clubs will decline. Today a disproportion- 
ate share of national wealth goes to sport. Thanks to 
the oligarchs, who spend their riches on Brazilian stars, 
Ukraine had two clubs in this season’s Champions 
League: as many as all other eastern European coun- 
tries put together. 

Yushchenko, asked once whether he liked football, 
said he used to. “Now football, in its worst manifesta- 
tion, has become a political game in Ukraine. It pains 
me to see what it has brought to my people.” The game 
is a symptom of Ukraine’s sickness, as is Shevchenko. 


Support builds to get Barilko 1 in Hockey Hall 


A committee based in northern 
Ontario is attempting to get Bill 
Barilko inducted into the Hockey 
Hall of Fame, reports the Canadi- 
ans Press. 

Barilko, who grew up in Timmins, 
won four Stanley Cups in 4 1/2 sea- 
sons with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
He scored the Stanley Cup-winning 
goal in overtime on April 21, 1951, 
against the Montreal Canadiens. 

Four months later, at the age of 
24, Barilko disappeared on a fish- 
ing trip with Dr. Henry Hudson. 
Their remains were not found until 
1962. The Leafs retired Barilko’s 
number 5 sweater after the bodies 
were found. 


Bill Barilko 


leading the league in penalty min- 
utes during the 1947-48 season, 
Barilko was an integral component 
of the high-flying Leafs,” Sokolyk 
wrote. 

North Bay’s Terry Talentino, who 
grew up in Timmins and played 
hockey briefly against Barilko as a 
youngster, is the committee’s co- 
ordinator. Talentino became in- 
volved in September during a visit 
with Carlo Cattarello, Barilko’s 
former juvenile hockey coach in 
Timmins. 

The organizing committee picked 
up steam during Bill Barilko Day in 
Timmins Nov. 19, when Barilko’s 
sister, Anne Klisanich, and author 


“A rushing defenceman, Barilko 
was one of the toughest players of 
the game at the time,” write K. W. 
Sokolyk in Their Sporting Legacy: 
The Participation of Canadians of 
Ukrainian Descent in Sport, 1891- 
1991. 


“He was also fearless, perfecting 
the art of blocking shots long before 
the days of good protective equip- 
ment. His hard accurate shot was 
dreaded by goaltenders. Although he 
never made the all-star team, nor did 
he establish any records, except for 


Kevin Shea were in town promot- 
ing Shea’s new book Barilko: With- 
_out a Trace. 

The committee hopes to forward 
packages of support for consider- 
ation by the Hall of Fame’s selec- 
tion committee by Feb. 15. 
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With warmest wishes for a Christmas and 
everything that brings you happiness! 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES 
Anton M.S. Melnyk* 


Q.C., C.Arb., В.А. LL.B., LL.M. 


PHONE: (780) 428-8900 
Direct Extension 305 
FAX: (780) 429-8889 


чи 


"и 


888 СМ TOWER, 
10004 - 104 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALTA T5J OK1 


* Denotes Professional Corporation 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Радісного Різдва та 
щасливого Нового Року! 


Christmas Greetings 
and best wishes for a joyful and 
happy New Year! 


Ukrainian 
Canadian 


ARCHIVES & MUSEUM 
OF ALBERTA 


9543 - 110 Ave, Edmonton, AB 
Ph.: 780-424-7580 


о 
Радісних Свят Різдва Христового 


та Щасливого Нового Року! 
UKRAINIAN PYSANKA FESTIVAL 2005 
VEGREVILLE, JULY 1, 2, 3, 
ALBERTA CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

FOUR CULTURAL SHOWCASES 

¢ Ukrainian Dance, Musical, Language Competitions 

» Alberta Ukrainian Band Showcase 

¢ Ukrainian Professional Grandstands 

г Yarmarok Trade Show, Folk Art Displays 

г Two Evening Dances and Cabaret 

¢ Trace Your Ukrainian Roots Program 

¢ Pioneer Demonstrations 

¢ Korchma (Beer Garden) 

¢ Ukrainian Food and Others 

¢ Pioneer Family Recognition 


¢ Ukrainian Music Hall of Honour Recognition 
¢ Children's Petting Zoo and Rides 


Vegreville Cultural Association 
Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph./Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Website: http://www.vegrevillefestival.com 
Email: info@vegrevillefestival.com 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


~ Subscribe to Ukrainian News || 


PRICES: 


In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 

In the U.S.A.: Same schedule as above, except in U.S. Dollars 

Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque 
or money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 
Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB, Т5М 1У9 
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THE BEST CHRISTMAS WISHES AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL SUPPORTERS, 
BENEFACTORS, VOLUNTEERS AND CLIENTS. 


Радісних Свят та щасливого Нового Року! 
ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 


ССУК це добродійна, громадська установа, яка 
допомагає тим, що потребують допомоги. 


UCSS is providing various services: 
ehome visits, counselling and advice 
*information, referral and translation services 
said in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


10224 - 174 Ave 
=dmonton, Alberta T5X 5W5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email: rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


R.J.’s Tours 


Check out our winter tours to Cuba, Hawaii and 
Australia/New Zealand 


Western Ukraine Tours (All inclusive) 
June 6-20, 2005 
July 4-18, 2005 
July 30 - August 13, 2005 


Dnipro River & Black Sea Cruise 
August 12-25, 2005 
27 day " Holiday of a lifetime" in Ukraine 
2 week tour of western Ukraine followed by the 2 week cruise 
July 30 to August 25 


Annual tour to Great Britain 
England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales - June 2005 


10224-174 Ave, 
Edmonton, ABT5SX 5W5 
Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS 
Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm, Sat. 5-6 pm and Sunday on 


Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 
Yorkton's GX94 has dropped the program 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


"Where your perfect vacation begins” 


St. Stephen’s Cemetery 


Sas 


зав і 
303 - Meridian Street NE, Edmonton, Alberta T5B 4K3 
Phone: (780) 377-0277 


Established in 2000, St. Stephen’s Cemetery serves the needs 
of families of all faiths in Edmonton and Northern Alberta. 

* Family groupings welcomed 

+ Flat & upright monuments permitted 

* Field of Honour for Veterans & spouses MUre a -werllnicarett: 


* Columbarium niches will be available | ПЯУЦІУМЦИеЦЯО М 
(Spring 2005) of a “Family Estate 


Planner’ 
* Payment plans available 
* “Buy-back” plan available 
« Future plans include-a chapel and social centre 


The Board extends Christmas Greetings 
and wishes for a Joyous New Year to all! 


George Zaharia 
Administrator 


Mack Skoreyko 
Chairman 


Korneil Ozipko 
Secretary 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 
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Klitschko pummels Williams 
Then heads home for the bigger — electoral — fight 


Vitali Klitschko won a big heavy- 
weight title fight, in Las Vegas Dec. 
11, by giving Danny Williams such 
a savage beating that his hand hurt 
badly from hitting Williams so 
much. That accomplished, he 
headed the following day for 
Ukraine, where an even bigger fight 
awaited outside the ring, reported 
The Associated Press. 

Klitschko established himself as 
the heavyweight to beat among the 
various champions by knocking 
Williams down four times before fi- 
nally stopping him in the eighth 
round of a fight that left the loser 
beaten, bloodied and battered. 

He did it while wearing an orange 
flag on his trunks signifying his sup- 
port for Ukrainian presidential can- 
didate Viktor Yushchenko. The ges- 
ture was seen by millions of Ukrai- 
nians who stayed up late or got up 
early to watch the fight on national 
television at 6 a.m. Dec. 12. 

Right after leaving a hospital where 
x-rays on his left hand proved nega- 
tive, Klitschko turned his attention to 
the crisis gripping his nation and his 
desire for democracy in Ukraine. 

"1 feel this was the best perfor- 
mance of my career,’’ Klitschko 
said. “But this victory was not just 
for me, but also for democracy in 
the Ukraine.’ 

“This win was very important for 
the people. It was a gift of good na- 
ture,” he added. “It was not enough 
to show a good fight but to show that 
we Te together as a people.” 

Klitschko, who briefly considered 
pulling out of the Williams fight 
because of the turmoil in his native 
land, instead used the fight as both 
a showcase for his skills and his de- 
sire to see Yushchenko elected in the 
Dec. 26 revote in Ukraine. 

He was successful in both, giving 
Williams the beating that Mike 
Tyson couldn’t administer and then 


| sending a message to his country- 


men who watched the fight. 

“I hope this fight supports people 
who fight themselves for democ- 
racy,” Klitschko said. “To win the 
fight was very important in the fight 
for freedom in our country.” 

Klitschko now lives in Los An- 
geles but travels often to his home- 
land, where he and his brother, 
Wladimir, grew up as the sons of a 
helicopter pilot in the Soviet Union’s 
armed forces. 

Both brothers have been vocal in 
their support of Yushchenko, and 
Wladimir joined tens of thousands 
of protesters last month in Indepen- 
dence Square in Kyiv, where he 
spoke to the crowd and relayed the 


eR eee 2 
An unidentified woman, holding 
flags in support of the Ukrainian 
political opposition, cheers as Vitali 
Klitschko enters the ring. (AP Photol 
Joe Cavaretta) 


Vitali Klitschko stands before a banner representing the Ukrainian po- 
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litical opposition following his 8-round TKO victory over Danny Will- 


іату. (AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian) 
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Vitali Klitschko lands a punch against Danny Williams. (Steve Marcus) 


support of his brother. 

“I’m really proud of the people in 
Ukraine,” Klitschko said. “This 
game they are playing is very dan- 
gerous.” 

So is heavyweight boxing, of 
course, though Klitschko was never 
in any danger when he administered 
a beating to Williams in the first de- 
fense of the WBC heavyweight title 
he won in April against Corrie Sand- 
ers. 

Klitschko dominated from the 
start, knocking Williams down in the 
first round and landed 52 punches 
to the challenger’s four. Klitschko 
knock him down three more times 
before the fight was finally stopped 
at 1:26 of the eighth round. 

Klitschko is only one of four 
champions recognized by the vari- 
ous boxing organizations, but the 
win helped him stake his claim to 
being the best of the bunch. Will- 
iams, who came back to knock 
Tyson out in his last fight, was 
beaten to a pulp and his face was 
bloody and swollen. 

Still, he never gave up, even get- 
ting up after the final knockdown 
and seemingly wanting more. He 


was later taken to a hospital for pre- 
cautionary tests. 

“He didn’t hit as hard as Mike 
Tyson, but he was more consistent 
with his punches,” Williams said. 

As doctors examined Klitschko’s 
hand, he said it would be up to box- 
ing fans to determine who is the best 
heavyweight. 

“Tt’s not the belt that matters, it’s 
the audience who determines the 
champion,” Klitschko said. “But I 
believe I’m the best in the world.” 

Klitschko might get a chance to 
determine that sometime next year, 
if talks to match some of the top 
heavyweights together are success- 
ful. HBO wants him to fight former 
champion Hasim Rahman оп a сага 
that would also feature IBF cham- 
pion Chris Byrd and WBA cham- 
pion John Ruiz in a unification fight. 

For now, though, Klitschko’s 
mind is on problems at home. His 
cell phone was ringing at the hospi- 
tal with calls from Ukraine, where 
there was finally some cause for 
celebration. 

“People are very happy with my 
performance,” he said. “Everyone in 
Ukraine was watching.” 


Klitschko brothers no longer with Universum 


(Boxing Insider)—The Regional Court (Landgericht) of Hamburg ruled 
in a decision announced Dec. 20 that Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko are 
no longer under contract with Universum Box Promotion. 

Universum Box Promotion had argued that their contract with Wladimir 
Klitschko was valid until Feb. 22, 2005, and that their contract with Vitali 
Klitschko was good until May 20, 2005. But the presiding judge, Dr. 
Miickenheim, overruled their claim, saying that the contracts had ended 
much earlier — Wladimir’s on June 22, 2004, Vitali’s on Oct. 22, 2004. 

The ruling means that the Klitschko brothers and their contracting part- 
ners acted lawfully with regard to the boxing matches of Wladimir last 
Oct. 2 and of Vitali this past Dec. 11 since the contracts with Universum 
had already terminated by then. The Klitschko brothers should no longer 
have to fear being held liable for damages by Universum either, the court 


declared. 


